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The whole adapted to common Capacities. 
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As you know how we exhor ted, and comforted, and 
charged every one of you {as a Father doth his Chil- 
dren) that ye would walk worthy of Gov. 1 Tress. 
li. 11,12. | 

Warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
Wiſdom ; that we may preſent every man perfect in 


Cu a18 T Jesus: Whereunto J alſo labour. Cor, 1. 


23, 29. | | 
If by any means I may provoke to emulation them 
which are my [Charge] and might ſave ſome of them. 


Rom. xi. 14. 
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Nn this Book, 


* A Direſſes to Gor, | or for a Perſm in 


| befare, and in, and | private, p. 202 
after Reading; See | A jhorter Prayer for ei- 
the /nirodudtion. ther, p. 209 


A Family Prayer for A Prayer for a Child, 

Morning and Even- (or for a young: Per- 
ing, page 118] fon) p. ang 

Another for a 2 27.0 CY 
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Some few Errors and Ton, have eſcaped the 
Preſs; but they ſeem to be of no great moment, being 
generally ſuch as the following; v/z. pag. go, lin. g, 
a Parenihe/ss omitted aſter lies; p. 94, 1. 13, for Wore 
read are; p. 112, I. 21, for Family read Families; 
p. 168, 1. 13, in the Note, for Eo w. read Edit, Ci. e. 
Edition.] If any other Slips occur, it is hoped they 
are ſuch as will not injure the Senle, nor interrupt the 
Reader. 
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INTRODUCTION; 
Concerning the charitable Dz/þo/al and 
profitable Reading of this Book. 


W IE Writer of this little Ellay, 
when lie engaged in the Deſign, 
s not unapprehenſive either of 

5 Al the 7. aſte of the Age, which ſeems 

to be in no great danger of being 
over-gratified with Subjects of this ſerious 
kind; or of (what he is more nearly con- 
cerned with at preſent) the little inclination 
there is in the generality of people to read 
treatiſes, on ſuch ſubjects, that carry any balk. 
And he was at the ſame time ſufficiently per- 
ſuaded, that a lie carefully readd, and well 
digeſted, is far more beneficial, than a great 
deal readd only in form, and ien due 
application. He therefore judged it expeclient 
to confine his Plan within a narrow compals : 

And did accordingly endeavour to keep with- 
in bounds. Nevertheleſs, with all his care, he 
found himſelf in a manner obliged to tranſ- 


greſs; and believes, upon review of the whole, 
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6 
that he has tranſgreſſed. You will aſk the 
reaſon: e will freely give it. He had been 
long acquainted with the Jow attainments of 
the bulk of mankind; With regard to whom, 
repeated. experience had taught him, that 
+ precept muſt be upon precept, line upon 
© hne.* And things muſt be laid open, incul- 
cated, varied, and repeated, after the plain- 
eſt and moſt forcible manner, or they will do 
but little good. This he hath ſubmitted to the 
taſk, or, it you will, drudgery of doing ; be- 
ing very little ſolicitous about the manner, 
provided he could ſecure the end: Which 
was all his view; and which he believes will 
eaſily appear to all the diſcerning part of his 
Readers. This occaſioned the ſwelling of the 
Book to its preſent bulk; being by near one 
half larger than the firſt copy: Which he 
hopes the candid will excuſe, and is ſure the 
pious will not think too much. | 

Having carefully obſerved the common 
manner of reading books amongſt the vulgar, 
(which, ſince he cannot praiſe, he is not will- 
ing to expoſe) he thinks it neceſſary to at- 
tempt a remedy. Since therefore the Book 
he offers, is chiefly intended to be diſpoſed . 
of in the way of Charity; as he hopes he ſhall 
find a ſufficient number of Friends to concur 
in the charitable intent, ſo he no leſs hopes 
for, and doth humbly deſire, their concurrence 
towards rendering the ſame effectual. 3 

1 uc 


(3): 

Such well. diſpoſed Perſons therefore, ag 
ſhall be pleaſed to purchaſe any ſets of this 
Book, in order to lend or give away amongſt 
poor people, or others to whom it may be 
judged ſuitable, are requeſted, at the delivery 
of each copy, to inſtruct and admoniſh the 
receivers concerning the right Ce thereof; 
by charging, or counlelling them, as there 
may be occafion, to read it carefully, and 
often; not to read too faſt (which is a common 
fault) to read but little at a time, ob/erving 
well what they read, and laying it up carefully 
in their Memories. Not to pa/s over any thing 
they read, till they find that they thoroughly 
underfland it, and that it makes a thorough 
imprelſion upon their minds; begging the Di- 

vine Aſſiſtance to this purpoſe, before they 
read, and whilſt they are reading; and going 
over a paſſage two or three times, or oftner, 
if they find that one reading doth not give 
them a thorough knowledge and ſenſe of the 


matter treated of, 
It may be further adviſeable to nnd 


Promiſes of /ome, that they will read the Book 
after this manner, and with a real deſire of 
being bettered by it; and that, when called 
upon, they will give a good account of its 
Contents, and of the Benefit they have receiv- 


ed by the reading of it. 
Let them be alſo directed about the uſe of 


* the explanatory Index at the cloſe ; which it 


may 


(vn) 
may perhaps be proper for them to read over 
leiſurely, once or twice, before they read the 
Book, And they ſhould be particularly re- 
minded to comply with the Exhortations to 
daily Prayer in their Families, and in private, 
and to the training up of their Houſholds in 
the Fear of G OD. 

0 It is hoped that Governors of Families will 

| take due care about the execution of theſe 
requeſts, ſo as may beſt anſwer the deſign of 
the Book, | 

There needs no apology for the ſtyle of 
it; being purpoſely deſigned for the Anlearn- 
ed, and adapted as much as poflible to their 

li capacities and occaſions. 

| May Gop ſend a Bleſſing, and Men reap 
the Benefit! To which all good People will 

[ heartily ſay, Amen! 


| Short Addreſſes to Gop before Reading. 

| Leſſed LoRD, who haſt cauſed all holy 
| Scriptures, and other good Hooks, to be 

| written for our learning and inſtruction, in or- 

| der to the ſaving of our Souls; Grant that 1 
| may in ſuch'wiſe read, mark, learn, and in- 
| 

| 

| 


wardly digeſt the contents of this Book, that 
by patience and comfort of what is delivered 8 
in it agreeable to thy holy Word, / may em- 
brace, ” and ever hold faſt the bleffed Hope of 
Everlaſting Life, which Thou haſt given. us 
in our Saviour Jesus CHRIST, Amen. 


Or 


( vii 

1 & 1 06; 

LoxD, from whom are the preparations 

of the Heart for every good undertak- 
ing; prepare wy Heart, I pray Thee, for the 
reading of this 3ook, to wy real Profit. Mer- 
cifully grant that by the reading of it, / may 
both perceive and know what things I ought 
to do, and alſo may have Grace and Power 
_ faithfully to fulfil the ſame, to thy Glory, 


and mine own eternal Weltare, through. 


Jzsvs CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 

Or to the following intent : | 
Father of Lights, and Diſpoſer of Hearts, 
from whom cometh every good and 
perfect Gift ; Inlighten my Underſtanding, 
and diſpoſe my Heart, for the profitable read- 
ing ot this ook, Take from me all Ignorance, 

Prejudice, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of things ſacred and ſerious, which may hinder 
my benefiting thereby. Grant that my Heart 
may be ready to receive the Truth, and to fol- 
low it when received; and that no evil inclina- 
tions, no worldly intereſt, no falſe ſhame, no 
regard to the faſhionable tenets, or prevailing 
indolence and irreligion, of a degenerate Age, 
(which, know, will not excuſe me in the 
Day of Judgment) may ever withhold e from 
purſuing the Truth, or withdraw me from 
_ practiſing my Duty, or make me in any wile, 
or at any time, to forget the grand Concern 
of my Soul | or of the Souls of thoſe that belong 
| 3 FO 


„„ 
to me.] I beg this of Thee, O Lok p, from 
my Heart. Hear me, O hear me, and un 
my Requeſt, for JESsUs's ſake! Amen. 


Whilſt you are reading. 
den you find your Heart ſenſibly affected 
with any paſſage, Whilſt you are reading, 
lift up your Soul privately to GQD in ſome 
ſhort Ejaculation, ſuch as eaſily and naturally 
flows into your mind at that inſtant, on the 
occaſion given. As for inſanity in ſome ſuch 
words as theſe . 
Ox p, open Thou my Underſtanding, that 
I may duly apprehend, and be ſenſibly 
convinced of, what is heredelivered.Strengthen - 
my Memory, that I may retain it; and incline 
my Heart, that I may follow No aces 
Or, | 
ORD, give me Grace, chat I may ſe- 
; riouſly conſider this, and lay it Geeply 
to Heart, and conſcientiouſly obey it 
; On another occaſion ; 
Lory be to Thee, O Los, for inlight- 
J ning my Mind with the knowledge of _ 
this Truth, which I had not before ſo duly 
conſidered. Impreſs it {till further upon my 
Mind, by thy Grace. Grant I may receive 
and retain it with pure Affection; and bring 
forth the Fruits of the Spirit accordingly! —+ 
You need not co, fine your ſelf to any ſet form # 
of words in Juch ſhort Addreſſes as theſe.” It is 
ſufficient 


(ix) 
fulſicient that you preſent your Heart to GOD 
in any pious expreſſions that come firſt into your 

mind, according to the nature of what is ſug- 

ge ſted by the matter in hand. Nor need you be 
ſolicitous, in ſuch caſes, to uſe any expreſſions of 
the Lip: at all. Only it is great odds but, if 
your * Heart be deeply affefed with the ſubject, 
© and hot within you while you are thus muſing 
© upon, is, the fire will by degrees kindle, and 
© at the laſt you will ſpeak with your Tongue.” 
Nor ſhould you feek to ſuppreſs your Speech, 
when it thus naturally, piouſiy, and una ſfect- 
edly vents itſelf, in the genuine language of a 
fincere and good Heart, Zet order even this 
with the beſt Diſcretion you can; that your 
Conduct may bave no appearance of Deſign in 
it, and your Piety carry no Shadow of Inſince- 
rity. Keep in your eye the character of the good 
Man pointed to by our Saviour; * Behold an 
* [fratlite indeed, in whom is no Guile! ? 
This is the Man that is acceptable to Gop, 
and approved of Men. 

Aſter READING this Book, or any Part 
of it, You may uſe any one, or all of the en- 
ſuing Collefts. Follow your own Diſcretion, 
and the pious Motions of your Heart herein. 


. Collects after Reading. 

Gov, foraſmuch as without Thee I am 
not able to pleaſe Thee; Mercifully 
| grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things 


direct 


(Xx) 

direct and rule y) Heart; and ſince by thy 
ſpecial Grace preventing me, Thou haſt, on 
the reading of this Book, convinced we of my 
Duty, and haſt thereupon put into 223 mind 
good deſires to fulfill it, grant that by thy con- 
tinual Help I may bring the ſame to good 
effect, and alway ſerve Thee in purenels of 
Living and Truth, through the Merits of 
thy Son Jesus CuR1sT our Lord. Amen. 


6 Rant, I befeech Thee, Almighty Gop, 
J that the Inſtructions which / have now 
received from this Book, may, through thy 
Grace, be grafted deeply in ) Heart, and 
that / | may be thoroughly convinced of their 
Importance, and ſtedfaſtly diſpoſed to follow | 
them. Sow the ſeed of Truth, of Holineſs, 
and of Eternal Life, daily in h Heart more 
and more and in the Hearts of all my Charge I 
and grant that whatſoever m thy holy Word, 
or in this or any other good Book, or in any 
other good Way, J we ſhall at any time here- 
after profitably learn, wwe may indeed fulfill 
the ſame, by bringing forth the fruit of an 
holy Life. And grant, wwe beſeech Thee, that 
we may [all and each of us] ſo faithtully ſerve 
Thee in this Life, that we fail not finally to 
attain thy heavenly Promiſes, through the 
Merits of JE Sus CH RIST our Lord. Amen. 
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(xi) 

RD, we pray Thee that thy Grace may 
T2 always prevent and follow vs, and make 
us continually to be given to all good Works, 
through Jzsus CK &1sT our Lord. Amen. 


1f, by auy paſſage you read, you find your- 


ſelf convicted of having tranſgreſſed or neglected 


your Duty in any iuſtance, lay it deeply to Heart, 

and that immedzately, and earneſtly beg G OD's 

Pardon, and reſolve (by his Grace) upon doing 
better for the time to come : 


—YF Orv, I am convinced (my Conſcience 

_4 Witnefles againſt me) that | have of- 
fended in this point: — It grieves me, — it 
grieves my Soul, to think, that 1 ſhould thus 


fin againft Thee, my God. — Lok, forgive 


me what is paſt:-- Forgive me, l beſeech Thee: 'D 
Forgive me, for thy Mercy's ſake : And grant 
.me a ſteady reſolution and ſtrength for the fu- 
ture, to obey thy holy Will, in this and all other 


inſtances of my Duty, for CHRIST's ſake, — 


Note, You may properly uſe ſome or other 


of the toregoing Addreſſes, either before, or in, 


or after the reading of any other Book ot reli- 
gious Inſtruction: And you are deſired to do 
ſo. You will adapt them either to your own 


_ Caſe ingly, if you are reading, or about to read, 


to and by yourſelf ; or elle to that of your Fa- 


mily allo (if you have any) according as you 


ſhall ſee occaſion; varying ſuch Words already 
ſet down in any of the Prayers, as do not ſuit 
e 7 you 


(x1) 

you when praying for, or reading to, Others. 
[ln which latter caſe you will ſay, Ve, Us, Our, 
Sc. inſtead of I, Me, My, c.] Your own Di/- 
cretion will beſt direct you herein, if you have 
a competent Underſtanding in ſuch Matters. 
Otherwiſe the beſt Rules are of no avail. But 
whether you uſe zhe/e Prayers or no, be ſure 
you pray in ſome other words or manner, that 
may anſwer the intent of theſe Prayers ; — 
whether your © Heart more immediately © in- 
dites to you © a good matter ? of its own (which 
is very natural when the Heart is ſenſibly af- 
fected with religious Truths) or whether you 
may prefer ſome other Forms of Application to 
Gop, when praying by yourſelf. I only ſay, Be 
ſure you neglect not to implore a Bleſſing upon 
your Reading. Otherwiſe (you may believe it) 
you will not equally profit by this exerciſe. 

Now therefore, prepare your Heart, and 
beg of Gop again to prepare it, that it may 
receive a ſenſible impreſſion, and laſting ad- 
vantage, from what you are about to read (and 
alſo, as I hope, are about to conſider duly) in the | 
following Addre/s.—Go on and proſper, and 
the Bo Þ be with you and your Spirit. Amen. 


A renewed Charge or Requeſt, 

Read this Book ſo, as that you may an/wer 
hereafter, with a good Conſcience, that you 
readd it with a true Concern about your Salva- 
tion; and that you have received true Benefit 


by the reading gf it. e ſer jous and Remember. 
40 31 JV Pr 
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Serious and Friendly ADDRESS 


TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


of 


To and Family. 


HE reſident Miniſter of this 

Pariſh, being deeply ſenſible 
of the Importance of his ſacred 
Calling, and having a ſerious 
Concern upon his Mind, about 


the Salvation of you and your Family, as 
well as of himſelf ; defires Leave to addreſs 


vou in theſe Papers, in reference to ſome 
B Parti- 


(2) 

Particulars, which he conceives to be of 
the greateſt Concernment, both to You; 
and Them, and Him. As, : 

I. Your ſaid Miniſter, conſidering how 
much it behoves him to be pure and un- 
blameable in his own Life, and being un- 
feignedly deſirous to ſee and amend what- 
ever may be amiſs in him, intreats you, 
all and each of you, as you bear any Re- 
gard and Kindneſs to him (which he cannot 
but hope you do bear) that if you have, 
or ſhall obſerve any Inſtance, either in his 
Conduct or Temper, which you judge to 
deſerve Cenſure, and to require Amend- 
ment; you would be ſo faithful and friend- 
ly to him, as (in the Spirit of Meekneſs 
and Love) to acquaint him there with; tak- 
ing the firſt Opportunity to this Purpoſe, 
by perſonal Converſation: Which he will 
be ready and glad, at any convenient Time 
or Times, to enter into with you to this 
End. And he hereby ſolemnly promiſes 
you, that whatever he ſhall, upon due In- 
formation, perceive to be 1 faulty, or 
wrong in him, he will not only freely con- 
feſs it to you, as ſoon as he is made ſenſible 
of it, but will alſo ſtudy, to the beſt of his 
Power, with the vie Grace aſſiſting, to 
rectify and amend it. 

II Conſidering chat you alſo have need 


of Admonition from him, as well as he 
from 


e 0 
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(3) 


from you, and that publick Applications 
are not always ſo ſucceſsful as could be 
wiſhed to this End; he therefore hopes 
and deſires, that as he has given you free 
Leave, and has requeſted you, to give him 
Admonition; you would allow him like 
Leave, to make a friendly Return of the 
ſame Chriſtian Office to You again. Which 
he will be always ready to ſerve you in, to 
the beſt of his Abilities, as you give him 
Encouragement to do ſo, and as Occaſron 
may require, and Opportunity ſerve. | 
III. Now to give you fome Part of the 
- | Reaſons which induce him to make this 
friendly Propoſal, relating to you and him- 
8 ſelf; they are theſe: He is verily perſuaded, 
that this mutual Freedom and.Kindneſs, in 
N aamoniſhing each other, is not only a great 
J Duty (and ſuch as Chriſtians are evidently 
e (a) enjoined) but may, under the Bleſſing 


ww HW TW 


is of Gop, prove greatly ſerviceable to our 
8 reſpective Advantages; as in the following 
1 Inſtances: (1) By bringing us into a due 
Ir Acquaintancs with Ourſelves; with whom, 


n | too too often, we are leaſt of all acquainted ; 
le and for that reaſon do leaſt, and laſt of all, 
15 . 
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(a) See Mat. xviii. 15. Heb. x. 24, 25. Col. iii. 
16. Gal. vi. 1. Eph.v. 11. 2 Theſ. iii. 15, 1 Tim. 
ed v. 22. Heb. iii. 12, 13. Rom. xv. 14. See alſo 
he Le. K. 1, Fal ca. 5: | : 
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(4) 

fee our own Errors, at the ſame time that 
we can eaſily fee, or think we fee, the Er- 
rors of other People. (2) By awakening 
and diſpoſing us to reform thoſe Errors in 
Curſelves, when we come to _ them, 
upon the Admonition given. (3) By ſtir- 
ring us up to labour after the Attainment 
of thoſe Graces and Virtues, which we find, 
upon Examination, we are deficient in 3 
and ſo to improve, from time to time, in 
the Habit and Practice of univerſal Good- 
ncis. (4) By opening the Way to that 
pr Peace and S$atisfaftion of Mind, and 
to that //ſurance of our own Sincerity, which 
will naturally attend ſuch a diſintereſted 
Conduct, ſuch a Reformation of our Miſ- 
carriages, and ſuch a Progreſs in Virtue, 
(5) By eſtabliſhing and increaſing our Love 
and Aſteem tor each other and afluring us, 
chat we are fincere therein. (6) By uniting 
us in a friendly and holy Confederacy, againſt 
the Oppoſition of thoſe who are Enemies 
to Goodneſs; and ſuch as therefore would 
willingly, though © falſly, accuſe our good 
© Converiation in CHRIST.“ (7) As a Con- 
ſequence of this former Article, by giving 
us a holy Courage in our Purſuit of the 
Ways of Religion and Excellence ; ſince 
we are ſure we have Friends to back and 
confirm us in our good Courſes, as well as 
to admoniſh us, in a tender manner, when 
| we 


CF) 
we fall ſhort in our Duty. (8) And, above 
all, by tending to make G OD our Friend. 


And finally (which is the great End and 


happy Conſequence of all) by being a 
Means to ſecure to us a glorious Immortality 
in a future World, To which I might 
add, that, upon all theſe Accounts, we 
ſhall ſhew ourſelves to be indeed Diſciples 
of Chrif, * holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and 
© ſeparate from the World of Sinners; and 


particularly ſhall, by this means, become 
more compaſſionate and tender towards one 
| another's Failings, and towards the Failings 


of others; * conſidering Ourſelves, ſince 
We alſo have been, or may be tempted.“ 
Which Conſideration will make us. leſs for- 
ward in judging, as well as leſs ſevere in 
cenſuring. Theſe (amongſt others) are the 
Advantages ariſing from mutual and brother- 
ly Admonition between Chriſtian Friends. 
On the other hand, the Diſadvantages at- 
tending the Neglect of this Chriſtian Duty 
are as many and great. For, to mention 
but a few: From this Negle& flows, in 


great meaſure, our Neglect of Religion; 


our Coolneſs and Indifference, our Flatneſs 
and Heavineſs, our Indiſpoſition and Liſt- 
leſsneſs towards every thing excellent; our 
Security in our Sins; our not having a due 
Sight of them; our having no more Senſe 
of their Guilt, and of their Danger; our 

BY , reſting 


CS) 
reſting in our preſent State, without aiming 
at any higher; our making no Progreſs in 
Virtue, nor eſteeming and loving, as we 
ſhould; thoſe that do; our Coolneſs and 
Indifference towards one another; and our 
want of that noble Principle of Charity, 
which our Lord has recommended to us, and 
which peculiarly denominates us his Diſci- 
ples and Friends, as well as Friends to each 
other; our being ſo raſh in our Judgment, 
and 10 ſevere in our Cenſures; ſo prone to 
revile, backbite, and defame; ſo quick- 
ſighted in eſpying others Faults, and ſo 
blind to our own; ſo unwilling to be told 
of them, ſo pettiſn when we are told, if 
not ſo enraged againſt our Admoniſher ; ſo 
backward to acknowledge them, and more 
backward to reform them. In ſhort, and 
to ſum up all; our Neglect or Diſlike 
of friendly Admonition, too plainly ſhews, 
that we love our Selves much, and our 
Sins more, and, for that reaſon, are too 
defirous to continue in them; that we 
are indeed very little ſolicitous, either to 

mend what is amiſs in us, or to attain 
what is wanting in us; and conſequently, 
that we are as little ſolicitous about the 
« one Thing needful, the ſecuring our 
eternal Intereſt : Which whoſoever is fin- 
cerely defirous to ſecure, will likewiſe be 
ſincere!y GcUrous to be admoniſhed 50 * 

"aults, 
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Faults, and as deſirous and ſtudious to re- 
form them. 

IV. Whereas your Miniſter has thas 

opened his Mind to you, touching his De- 

fire of being 'admoniſhed by you, and of 


admoniſhing you again; pleaſe to obſerve, 


that he confines not his View herein to any 
ſingle Perſon ; but makes this open and 
affect ionate Ap DRESsS to you all in gene- 
ral, and to every one in particular; even 
to every Perſon of Years and Obſervation 


that is under your Roof, and under his 


Charge; without excepting any, the Mean- 
eſt amongſt you. For, as he has a true 


Concern for the Soul of the Meaneſt, and 


would heartily rejoice, to be an Inſtrument 


of ſaving it; ſo he would no leſs rejoice, 


to receive brotherly Admonition, and uſe- 
ful Advice from the Meaneſt. 'He would 
take it kindly at his Hands; would liſten 
to him with Candour, and thank him for 


his Kindneſs, — This then being ſo, he in- 


treats you to be free with him: Be free with- 
out Reſerve; and, at the ſame time, be 
candid and affectionate: And, in your Turn, 
accept as willingly, as he ſhall from You, 
of the ſame Freedom, Candour, and Affec- 


tion from Him. 


V. Now that your Sincerity, with regard 


to ourſelves, as well as your Love, with 
reſpect to Him, way appear the more unque- 


ſtionable, 


<3) 
ſtionable, in the Admonitions, or Counſels, 
you ſhall be pleaſed to give him ; he re- 
queſts of you, firſt, to examine, every one 
of you, ſeriouſly and impartially, into his 
oon State, Which having done, ſo as tho- 
roughly to diſcern your own Errors, and 
reſolve to amend them, hen acquaint him 
(as freely as you pleaſe) with his. For, till 
you have firft diſcerned your own, you can- 
not ſo well, and fo equitably judge of his; 
and, till you have repented of them, and 
are ſincerely deſirous to part with them, you 
cannot be in a meet Diſpoſition to receive 
his Admonitions concerning them. In the 
mean time, unti] you have thus faithfully 
diſcovered your own Faults to yourſelves, 
and his to him, he hopes you will have ſo 
much Chriſtian Charity and Goodneſs, as 
well as common Equity and Prudence in 
you, as not to judge very ſeverely of any 
thing you may at preſent (perhaps ſome- 
times on inſufficient Grounds) apprehend to 
be amiſs in his Conduct; much leſs blame 
him to others, before you have blamed him 
to himſelf z ſince that is not only unfair, 
and uncivil, and what by no means becomes 
Perſons of Integrity and Underſtanding, 
much leſs true Chriſtians ; but may unhap-' 
ily lead ſome into Miſtake, and induce 
others (eſpecially ſuch as are leſs acquainted 
with him) to entertain an undeſerved Diſ- 
- eſteem 


C9 
eſteem of him, and ſo leſſen the Succeſs of 
his good Endeavours amongſt you; and 
alſo may bring the Guilt of raſh Judgment 
upon yourſelves; which you may ſee here- 
after would have been better forborne, and 


may therefore have Occaſion to repent of, 


and condemn yourſelves for, when you come 
to reflect calmly and impartially upon the 
Matter. 

VI. What your Viniſter propotes, with 
regard to himſelf, he no leſs propoſes with 
regard to your Conduct, towards one ano- 
ther, and towards your Neighbours; vi. 


When you apprehend you diſcern any 


Fault or Miſbehaviour in any. other Per- 
ſons, with whom you may be concerned, 
and to whom you have free Acceſs, do not 
immediately cenſure and condemn (for you 
may poſſibly be miſtaken, and may not 
know every thing that you ſhould know, 
in order to paſs a true Judgment) but rſt, 
conſider with yourſelves, whether you may 
not be in the ſame Caſe, or elſe guilty of 
worſe Miſdemeanors : Which if you are, 


reſolve immediately to reform: And even 
then | when reformed] be ſparing in your 


Cenſures: But be ſure, before you cenſure, 
or abſolutely condemn any Man, in his 
Abſence, to apply to the Perſon himſelf, 
and tell him freely, yet Kindly and diſcreet- 
. of his Faults. If this will not do, yet 
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(10 ) 
by this time, at leaſt, if not before, you 
will either have attained ſo much Charity, 
„ as to caſt a tender Veil over his real, but 
i involuntary Infirmities z or elſe fo much 

0 Prudence, as to take ſome more proper 
1 Meaſures, in order to the Reformation of 
I" his wilful Sins, than that too common, but 
4 very unchriſtian, and very unlikely Me- 
1 thod, of open e and ſecret Back- 
5 biting. (a) 

1 VII. Whereas it is a very common, but 
very unbecoming Practice with many, When 
they meet together in one another's Houſes, 

„ or other Places, inſtead of better Diſcourſe, 
do entertain themſelves with cenſuring ab- 
0 ll ſent Perſons 3 your Viniſter would propoſe 
1 to you (his Charge) a more liberal, and more 


Chriſtian Practice. If then, inſtead of meet- 
ing together, to reflect upon Perſons that 
1 are out of Haring, Neighbours would meet 

\ (and meet as often as they pleaſed) to reflect 
upon their o Miicarriages, and to tell 
| it one another frankly and affectionately of 
1 their ſeveral Faults, and thereupon form 
1 Reſolutions, and make Promiſes to each 
It other, to endeavour for the future to amend 
ö them; — this would be a neighbourly Meet- 

1 ing, that would have ſomewhat in it worth 
Li! attending; this would be a N like 


„— 
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{a ) See Mat. xviii. 15, e. 
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that of Chriſtians ; this would carry in it 
ſomething at leaſt of the Face of Chriſtia- 


| nity: And one ſuch Mecting ar Viſit of 


Chriſtian Friends and Neighbours, rightly 
managed, would do more Good than twen- 
ty of the uſual cuſtomary Viſits, which are 
managed to different Purpoſes 3 and which 
indeed, as they are commonly managed, do 
a great deal of Harm, and bring much 
Guilt upon Mens Souls. 

VIII. Further ſtill; If particular Per- 


ſons, who are near and dear to each other, 


would enter into Engagements between them- 
ſelves (which might be called Leagues of 
Chriſtian Frien"ſhip) to the intent that the 
one ſhould from thenceforward narrowly 
obſerve the Conduct and Temper of the 
other, and, where he ſaw or heard of an 

thing blameable therein, promiſe faithfully 


to acquaint his Friend, and give him the 


beſt Advice he could upon the Occaſion ; —- 
this alſo would be a commendabie Practice, 
highly becoming Chriſtians and Brethren: 


And much Benefit migbt accrue to each 


from hence, as alſo by degrees to the whole 
Neighbourhood. 


IX. Another Propoſal ahout the right 
Manner of ſpe ding vacant Hours (ſuch as 


lie heavy upon ſome Pr. 5 's Hands, and 


are lameomtably abuſc bv th: m) might be 


to this Purpoſe: S: uPPL e that, inffead of 
| tlirowing 


— — — — 


( 32 ) = 
throwing away the many valuable Hours 
which ſome of you, it is to be feared, too 
often do, upon vain and idle (and ſometimes 


pernicious) Diſcourſe ; you would reſolve 


to ſpend at leaſt ſome few of thoſe Hours 
in private Prayer by yourſelves ; in Read- 
ing; in Meditating; in inquiring into the 


State of your Souls, and your Growth in 


Grace and Chriſtian Knowledge; in look- 
ing back on your paſt Lives, and looking 
forward on Death and Judgment, on Hea- 
ven and Hell, and inquiring which of theſe 
two laſt is moſt likely to be your Portion 
hereafter ; or elſe in inſtructing your Chil- 


dren and Servants, or others of your Houſ- 


hold, in the Fear of Gop, and the great 
Concern of their Souls: Suppoſe you ſhould 
take this Method, rather than the other, of 
beſtowing ſome of your leiſure Hours ; You 
are only aſked (and you are aſked with the 
greateſt Seriouſneſs, as you will one day an- 
{wer it to your Supreme Judge) Whether you 
do not think in your Conſciences, that you do 
hereby take a Method, which is far more 


pleaſing to Gop, more profitable to others, 


and like to prove a more ſolid and laſting 
Comfort to your own Souls, both here and 
for ever? Pray conſider, pray examine, 
and judge impartially, Set theſe Things 
before you in the ſame Light now, as they 
will undoubtedly appear to you in at the 

OE, =, © Four 


1 
Hour of Death, and the Day of Judg- 


ment. If, upon the moſt ſerious Conſi- 


deration, after laying theſe Things fairly 
W you ſhall be convinced in your 


Judgment, that it is better for you to take 


the former Courſe than the latter, and that 
you ſhall have leſs Reaſon to repent here- 
after of your doing Bad than Good, of your 
(pending your Time ill than well ; then 


vou may, without Reſtraint, proceed in a 


Courſe of Sin and Folly, (a) learning to 
be idle, wandering about from Houſe to 
Houſe; and not only idle, but Tattlers 
alſo, and buſy-bodies, ſpeaking Things 
which ye ought not; (4; becoming vain 
in your Imaginations, and in your Diſ- 
courſe fooliſh, whilſt you profeſs your- 
ſelves wiſe,” but neglect at the ſame time 
the Means and the Duties of true HYi/dom : 

Then may you ( walk in the Ways of your 
Heart, and in the Sight of your Eyes, 


a We. Aa 


A 


and cauſe your Heart to chear you in the 


Days of * this your Miſbehaviour : — But 
know, my Friends, know for certain, 


know and conſider it well, that for all 


© theſe Things Gop will one day bring you 
into Judgment, fd) For He ſhall bring 


1, every Work, and every Spexch, into 


| 0% Tim. v. 13. (b) Rom. 1. 2, He. e Ecclel. 
11,9. (4) Keeldl, xii, 14. 
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Judgment, with every ſecret * Thought 
and Thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
* ther it be evil.“ Wherefore, (a) knowing 
the Judgment of Gop (that they which 
© commit ſuch Things are worthy of Death)? 
take heed, not only that you do not the 
« ſame Things yourſelves, but that you 
« take no Pleaſure in thoſe that do them. 

X. Again ; Whereas you laviſh away 
many thouſands of Words, in the courſe of 
a Twelvemonth, and ſometimes between 
Sun and Sun, in empty trifling Diſcourſes 


and unprofitable Chat (to ſay no worſe) ſup- 


poſe you ſhould, every one of you, call 
yourſelves to Account every Evening, or 
but one Evening in ten, to know how you 
had ſpent the paſt Day, and particularly 
how you had managed your Words therein, 
What would be the Conſequence ? Do you 
think you could truly ſay, upon ſerious 


Recollection, that out of that infinite Num- 
ber of Words which had proceeded out of 


your Mouth, you had beſtowed a third, 
nay a ſeventh, nay but a tenth or a twen- 
tieth part, upon Gop, upon Jzsus CHRIST, 
upon the Affairs of Religion, and the Con- 
cerns of your Souls ? Suppoſe it were pol- 
ſible for you to ſtate the Account with Ex- 
actneſs, and that you could minutely enter 


—_—. 8 > it 
—— 


(a) Rom. i. 32. = 
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6 
down your Expence of Wards, during the 
Courſe of but one ordinary Day: You would, 
ſome of you, perhaps, too often find the 
Balance, at a middle way of computing, 


to ſtand thus, or not much ſhort of this 
Reckoning; viz. 


Expended, this Day, in — Words, 
On frivolous uſeleſs Matters, 200 
On filly and fooliſh Things, 100 
On Cenſure and Backbiting, 200 
On ſpiteful and abuſive Language, 100 
On Lying and falſe Reports, 200 
On Curling and Swearing, 100 
On unchaſte Songs, and Jewd Diſ- 

courle, Di ae 
On Quarrel and Contention, 200 


On publick Affairs, on the Con- 
duct of my Superiors, on Things 
that no way concern me, and of ( 
which I am no Judge, 

On Things which net concern 

me, Viz, on Gop and Reli- 
gion, and the Salvation of my 885 
Soul, . 889 . 


100 


Sum total, Sp vc Words, ata 
moderate Computation: And yet not one of 
them all beſtowed on my chief, my true, and 
only great Concern, Diſmal to think ! 


Cc 2 If 
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If this be really the Caſe with any of you 
(as it is too much to be feared it may be 
with ſome) what Thoughts, if any Thoughts 


at all, can ſuch Perſons be ſuppoſed to have 
of thoſe awful Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour, (a) ] ſay unto you, that every idle 
Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give account thereof in. the Day of Judg- 
ment? ; And of thoſe that follow, (4) By 
* thy Words thou ſhalt be juftified, and by 
thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned? 
Which carry in them Matter of moſt ſerious 
Conſideration, and no leſs ſerious. Caution, 
though not to be ſcrewed too high, as they 
may have been ſometimes. However, this 
is certain, that the Diſcourſe and Converſa- 
tion of a CHRISTIAN ought never, at any 


time, to be unſuitable of the Character of a 


Chriſtian, to the ſacred Name of his MAs r ER 
which he bears, or to the Glory of Gop, 
which he ſhould endeavour to advance among 
Men. (c) Neither Filthineſs, nor fooliſh 


* Talking, nor licentious] Jeſting; which 


* are not convenient * [nor ſuitable to a 
Chriſtian's Calling] « ſhould be once named 
* amongſt YOU (Chriſtians) as becometh 
Saints.“ On the contrary, (4) * Whatſo- 


— —„— 


— 1 


(a Mat. xii. 36. (6) Ver. 37. (c) Eph. v. 4, 3. 
(4) Col. iii. 17. 1 Cor. x. 31. Rom, xiv, 8. 1 Cor. 
vi. 19, 20. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 

ever 


3 (71). 
ever YE do, in Word or Deed, do all in 
the Name of the Lord IESsus; do all to 
the Glory of Gop through Him. For ye 
* are his; ye are not your own; ye are 
bought with a Price by Him; that ye 
ſhould live unto Him, and that Gop in 
all things may be glorified by you through 
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ad 


Him.“ Let Him therefore be. glorified 


| by you in Diſcourſe, as well as in all your 
Actions; and (a) let no corrupt Commu- 
© nication proceed out of Your Mouth, but 
© that which is good to the Uſe of Edify- 


ing; that it may miniſter Grace unto the 


| ©£ Hearers* Now, do ſuch Diſcourſes as 
are above ſpecified, tend to the Uſe of Edi- 
fying, and to miniſter Grace unto the Hear- 
ers? Do they tend to the Glory. of Gop, 
to the Honouring of the Name of Jesus, 
or to the Adorning of the Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion; or are they any way ſuitable to it 
that alone excepted which cloſes the Account, 
and is there ſet down with a Cypher? 

{ Ir is poſſible indeed, and accordingly to 
be hoped, that the Account laid down may 


admit of ſome Abatement at Times, even 
with regard to thoſe whoſe ordinary Diſ- 
courſe hath nothing Chriſtian in it. And it 


may be alſo admitted, that even a very 


(a) Eph. iv. 2. 
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exceed) doth not fill up every Article of the 
Account, or every Meaſure of it, every 
Day of his Life. But what for all this? 
The Reckoning in the Reſult may prove 
enormous notwithſtanding. For reflect thus 


at a low Computation, to amount, one Day 
with another, to but ſix, or five, or four 
hundred, or leſs: What an immenſe Sum 
muſt this amount to in' a courſe of many 
Years? Suppoſe you could caſt, them all up 
to a Nicety, at the Clofe of Life, after you 
had ſpent thirty, forty, fifty Years, or 
more, on the Stage of this World ; what a 
hideous Appearance would they make ? 
How could you avoid ſinking under the 
Sight, and being totally depreſſed under 
the Burthen of them? Now if you add to 
theſe your unjuſtifiable Thoughts, and Deeds 
roo (which in a long train of Years muſt 
be exceeding many) how can you ſtand, or 
how can you hope to ſtand before Gop ? 
Not ſurely in the Strength of your own 
Righteouſneſs. This muſt neceſſarily fail 
you. Which Conſideration theretore, by 
the way, muſt even compel you, whether 
you will or no, to ſue for an Af of Grace 

from Him. And That Act is exhibited 
and offered to you o in the Redeemer 

, . - -- CHRIST 
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profligate Man (though he may ſometimes 


with yourſelves. Suppoſing the Sum total, 
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| CarisT JESUS : (a) Whom Gop hath 
| © ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through 


« Faith in his Blood, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins that are paſt,” to thoſe who tubmit 
and caſt themſelves at Gop's Feet, and 
expect their Pardon: only as offered them, 
by his free Mercy, in CHRIST, on their 


| fincere Faith and true Repentance. For, 
(5) © if the Righteous ſcarcely ſhall be ſaved,“ 


(and they ſcarcely ſhall, or for certain ſhall 


not at all, on the foot of their own Righ- 


teouſneſs, i. e. of their own juſt Demerits) 
then © where ſhall the Ungodly and the Sin- 
© ner appear? Here then let me ſuggeſt 
to you one piece of uſeful Advice. Take 


| care, the utmoſt care, of your Thoughts, 


Words, and Actions, in the Courſe of every 
Day. And at the cloſe of every Day, ex- 
amine yourſelves, and examine carefully, 


with regard to each of theſe ; that the 


whole Load of them, which had been ga- 


| thering and growing through. your whole 


Life, may not fall upon you all at once 


when Death approaches (when you will 
| ſcarce. be able to ſuſtain your other Infirmi- 
ties) and eſpecially, that it may not come 


in upon you, and cruſh your Soul, when 
you appear, at the grand Audit, before the 
eternal Judge. Tremble at the Thought, 


(4) Rom. iii. 25, (6) 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
and 


| CM 

and apply it ſeriouſly, If you make it a 
Rule, and if you accordingly make Con- 
ſcience, to examine yourſelves carefully eve- 
ry Night, concerning the Words, Thoughts, 
and Actions that have paſſed in the Day, 
you will be more watchful over yourſelves 
in every thing you /ay, or do, or think : 
You will act up more and more to the Cha- 
racter of Chriſtians; and you will moſt 
certainly find the Comfort of it both here 
and hereafter. Think then again of the 
Matter, and reſolve, and act accordingly, 
To which your Reſolution and Endeavour, 
if ſincere, the Divine Aſſiſtance will not be | 
wanting. 7 

XI. It being of the greateſt Concern to 

caution you againft the Miſpence of your 
Time and Diſcourſe, admit another Pro- 
poſal, which your Miniſter would gladly 
recommend to you, and 1s earneſtly deſirous 
to have you follow, inſtead of thoſe other 
Courſes which, with good Reaſon, he hath 
been diſluading you from. You viſit your 
Neighbours often: You do well. For it is“ 
neighbourly and Chriſtian ſo to do. But it 
may be worth your while ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der, both what Sort of Perſons you uſually 
viſit, in whoſe Converſation you moſt de- 
light; and with what View or to what In- 
10 tent you viſit and converſe with them. As 
ill to the former; Are they the beſt _ 
it COST 6 
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of your Neighbours, that you chuſe to 
ſpend ſome of your vacant Hours with, or 
are they the worſt ? Or, at leaſt, are they 
ſuch as you can receive but little or no Pro- 
fit from, with regard to the Intereſt of your 
immortal! Souls? If your Delight is to con- 
verſe chiefly with the (a) Good, you act 
prudently and piouſly, and will reap the 
Benefit of it: If with the (4) Bad, you act 
imprudently, and bring a Guilt upon your 
souls; unleſs you can truly ſay, that you 
chuſe to converſe with ſuch People in or- 
der to make them (c) better. Then, with 
xe regard to your Vieus and Intent in con- 
verſing with any of your Neighbours, it 
may deſerve Conſideration, what your View 
and Intent generally is: For you ſhould 
have ſome View and Deſign in every rea- 
ſonable Act you do. And if it is unreaſon- 
able, no View can juſtify you. Is it then 
in order to your own Improvement and 
theirs in uſeful. Knowledge and Matters of 
Piety, or elſe in Matters of neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs ? or, is it only to paſs away Time, to 
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| (a) Phal. xvi, 3. cxix. 63. (5) Hag. ii. 13. 
Ecclus. xiii. 1. Prov. xiii. 20. Rom. xvi. 17. 
1 Cor. v. 9, 11. 2 Cor. vi. 14. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14. 


See each of theſe Places. (c) Mat. ix. 11, 12, 13. 
John iv. 27, 34. | 
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ſpeak any thing that comes uppermoſt, and, 
like the Zrhezrimns, to (a) * ſpend your 
Time in nothing elſe, but either to tell 
or to hear fome new Thing?“ If to im- 
prove in Goodneſs, or to diſcourſe about 
other vece ſſary Matters (though appertain- 
ing only to this World) nobody can blame 


you; nay, you deſerve Commendation: 


It only to trifle away your Time, and mil- 
ſpend it in vain impertinent Tattle, then it 
is evident © you came together not for the 
better, but for the worſe.“ For, you not 


only go away leſs innocent than you came, 


but may be aſſured, you will one day ſorely 
repent of the many Hours you have miſ- 
uſed : Which were given you for better 
Purpoſes, and which your real Wants called 
upon you to uſe better. 

Suffer then another Piece of Advice, which 
may help you wiſely to regulate the Ex- 
pence of your Time, and to manage it to 
uſeful Ends. Suppoſe that, at certain Times, 
when'you find yourſelves more inclined to 
go into other Company where you are leſs 
wanted, you would ſo far deny yourſelves, 
and oblige others, as charitably to devote 
ſome of thoſe Hours you have to ſpare 
from ordinary Buſineſs, and perhaps alſo 


(a) Acts xvii. 21. 5 


ſome 
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ſome that you cannot very well ſpare, to 
the Viſiting of the Needy, the Sick, and 

| the Aflicted. Suppoſe you ſhould chuſe 
to go ſometimes to a Cottage, rather than 

to a better Houſe; to viſit a Family that 

is in Diſtreſs, rather than one that is at 

| Eaſe 3 to chear up the ſad Heart, to 

| (a) © comfort the Feeble-minded, to ſup- 
port the Weak,” as you are commanded 
rather than frequent a Place of Merriment 
and Diverfion, which you have no Com- 
mand for frequenting, and which, if you 
are like to endanger your Virtue therein; 
you had better not frequent, The Queſtion 
is, Which of theſe two Methods of be- 
ſowing an Hour of Leiſure would more 
argue your Humanity, your Good-nature, 
your (45) Love to Gop and Men? Which 
of theſe would more argue you to be real 
| Chriſtians, to have the kind Spirit of the 
| Goſpel in you, to have a tender Fellow- 
feeling of ane another's Infirmities, and to 
| be © ready to every good Work ? ? Laſtly, 
Which of theſe is more likely to turn to 
your real Benefit, to the Comfort of your 
own, Breaſts at your Return, as well as to 
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(a) 1 Theſſ. v. 14. See Am. vi. 6. Neh. viii. 10. 
1 Tim. v. 10. Prov. xvii. 17. Chap. xxvii. 9, 17. 
(6) 1 John iv. 21. | 1 


that 
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that of -others whilſt you are with them ; 


and more eſpecially to the Enlargement of c 
your Joy at the Day of Judgment? Tou 


are left to judge from what the Wiſe Man 
tells you: (a) It is better to go to the 
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© than Laughter: for by the Sadneſs of the 
Countenance the Heart is made better. 
< The Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe 
c of Mourning; but the Heart of Fools is 
in the Houſe of Mirth.“ Yet is their 
Mirth and © their Laughter but as the 
< Crackling of Thorns under a Pot * [ noiſy, 
unprofitable, and ſoon over] This alſo ts 
© Vanity.* You are left to judge from 
what the Apoſtle tells you: (5) Pure Re- 
£ igion, and undefiled before Gop and the 


Father, is this; To viſit the Fatherleſ | 


and Widows in their Affliction, and to 


keep one's ſelf unſpotted from the World” | 


And more eſpecially you are leſt to judge 
from what our Saviour himſelf tells you, 
concerning the Sentence He will pronounce 
upon you at the laſt Day, according as 


(4) Eceleſ. vii, 2—6. See Prov, xiv, 13. Eecle. 


u. 1, 2. (6) Jam. i. 27. 


you 


Houfe of Mourning, than to the Houſe 
of Feaſting: for that is the End of 
all Men; and the Living will lay it 
to heart, Sorrow is (many times) better 
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(2s) 
you have neglected or mifapplied your Vi- 
fits, or elſe applied them to charitable Pur- 
poſes. If the former, (a) Depart from 
Me, ye curſed: — for I was ſick, and 


| © jn Priſon, and ye viſited Me not? [when 


you viſited others, who needed no Viſits ; 
and who perhaps, as well as yourſelves, 
were made worſe by thoſe Viſits.] If the 
latter, Come, ye bleſſed Children of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
© you: —— for I was ſick, and Ye viſited 
Me; I was in Priſon, and Ye came unto 
© Me. For, verily I ſay unto you, Inaſ- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
© leaſt of theſe my Brethren” [pointing to 
good but diſtreſſed Chriſtians] © ye have done 
© it unto Me. Think ſeriouſly on theſe 
Things: And think on them often; eſpe- 
cially when you are about to make your 
Viſits, or to ſpend an Hour in Chaiting. 
XII. To prevent further, as much as 
may be, the too uſual Miſpence of Time in 
Converſation, and to turn ſome few at leaft 
of the neighbourly Viſits of Chriſtians into 
a proper Channel ; let it be ſuppoſed, that 
ſome of the more ſober and well- diſpoſed 
Perſons amongſt you, would agree to meet 


together at certain Times, in your reſpective 
Dwellings, on purpoſe in order to. profitable 


(a) Mat. xxv. 24, &s. 
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(26) 
Diſcourſe, and mutual Improvement; and 
would at ſuch Times read one or more 
Chapters in the Bible (a); or elſe a proper 
Portion of ſome other good Book ; and 
would afterwards, with Humility and Modeſty, 
make your ſeveral Obſervations upon what 
had been read; and, where any Difficulty 
occurred, agree to conſult your Miniſter 
about it, the firſt Opportunity; — or, if 
you would ſometimes invite him to be pre- 
ſent at your friendly Aſſociations of this 
kind; — would not this be a more uſeful 
Way of ſpending an Hour or two together, 
than that which is uſually taken? would 
not this better anſwer the Intent of thoſe 
Exhortations of CHRIST and his Apoſtles 
(FJobn v. 39. Col. iii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 2.) — 
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Ca) As for proper Chapters for you to read at ſuch 
Times, or at any other, you have a Variety of Choice 
in the Calendar, ſet at the Beginning of the Book 
of Common Prayer; or elſe in the Family Index, which 
I drew up for your Uſe, and preſented to every Family 
among you that can read. I hope you duly uſe it. 
For the ſake of others, that are unacquainted with it, 
and may be deſirous to procure it, 1 will here give them 
the Title of it. A4 Family Index to the Bible: Point- 
ing out fome of the plaineſt and moſt inſiruttive Portions 
of it, for the Benefit of common Readers. With Direc- 
tions for the profitable Reading of the Scriptures. Sold 
by V Dicey, at Northampton; and by Cluer Dicey, at 
the Printing-Office in Bow: Church Yard, London. Price 

2 d. or 15, 64. per Dozen, 1 | 

3 more 
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more reſemble the Practice of the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, who frequently met together at their 
Houſes for religious Purpoſes (Akts ii. 42, 
46. chap. 1. 14. chap. xii. 12.) — and fi- 
nally turn more to your own Advantage, 
and eſpecially to your Comfort on looking 


back in a dying Hour? — Depend upon 


it, you ſhall want no Encouragement, no 
Aſſiſtance, no Direction your Miniſter can 


| give you to this good Purpoſe; and you 
| ſhall find he will ſincerely rejoice on ſeeing 
or hearing of any ſuch uſeful Courſes taken 
by any of you. For he has nothing more 


at heart, than your Improvement in ttue 
Goodneſs, 7. e. in the Knowledge and Prac- 
tice of true Chriſtianity. | | 

XIII. Permit him to ſuggeſt to you an- 


other Piece of Advice or Requeſt, which 


he hopes and believes may tend to your 
Good z; viz. Take the Freedom, and do 


him the Favour, to call upon him ſome- 
times, as your Opportunities ſhall permit, 
in order to uſeful and improving Conuerſa- 


tion ; that you and he may diſcourſe to- 
gether of good Things; — that he may 
give Light to you, and you to him; and 


that each may be thereby benefited in his 


beſt Intereſt. — Some of you have already 
taken that commendable Liberty ; and he 
hopes more of you will hereafter ; eſpe- 
clally ſince he makes to you mw open and 

8 "'Y | friendly 


friendly Invitation. —— You may at ſuch 


or elſe by deſiring Inſtruction and Ad- 


| lating to your temporal Concerns, if you 


( 28 ) 


Times (and he deſires you would) aſk him 
with the utmoſt Freedom whatever you 
have a mind, 1n reference to your ſpiritual 
Concerns ; whether by defiring him to ex- 
plain and clear up to you further ſome Point 
or Points you may have heard from him in 
his publick Inſtructions; or by deſiring 
from him a Reſolution of any ſort of Doubt 
or Scruple you may have in your Mind; 


vice (ſuch as he ſnall be able to give you) 
in relation to any Matter whatever that 
concerns Religion and Piety ; or even re- 


judge he can aſſiſt you therein, 

And when He, out of his friendly Good- 
will to you, and Deſire to do you Good, 
takes occaſion to viſit J in your own 
Home, permit him ſometimes to introduce 
uſeful Diſcourſe amongſt you, and cloſe in 
with him therein, when you find he has be- 
gun it. He cannot but own to you, with 
Concern, he hath ſometimes been diſ— 
appointed, and thereupon a little uneaſy, to; 
find a Liftleſsneſs in ſome of his Pariſhio- Þ 
ners towards this kind of Diſcourſe, and 
that they have ſhewn a greater Readinels 
to join in another that was leſs profitable, — 
indeed in what we may ſce Reaſon to repent 


of ſome time or other. Remember this 
Advice 
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Advice or Requeſt which he propoſes to 


you; and ſhew, by your future Conduct, 


how far you approve of it... Thoſe that 
ſhall be ſo good as to comply with him 
herein, he ſhall think himſelf obliged to 


entertain a good Opinion of, as Perſons that 


are ſeriouſly ſenſible of their trueſt Intereſt, 
and deſirous to promote it by all the good 
Methods they can: Of which their Senſe 
and Deſire, this, he thinks, will be one 
Inſtance given. And he hopes their Lives 
will be in all other reſpects anſwerable.— 
Hie leaves you to conſider of the Matter 
vo propoſed; and prays Gop to direct 


you in making the moſt uſeful Choice. 
XIV. Another Requeſt your Miniſter 


has to make to you, is this: As you cannot 
burt be ſenfible (if you at all conſider Things) 
n that a Miniſter's Work is above all others 
difficult, and therefore greatly needs Aſliſt- 
ance both from Gop and Man; ſo He 
who has the Charge of You, and labours 
amongſt you (who is alſo your Brother and 
Friend) hopes and deſires you will help him 
by your Prayers, as well as by your Admo- 
nitions; and Gop, he doubts not, will 


thereupon help you and him with his Bleſ- 


fing. Pray then for him, he begs of you; 


pray for him daily; pray for him afeic- 
ately ; as He prays daily and affectionately 


for You. See Rom. xv. 30. Epb. vi. 19. 


D 3 2 Theſſ. 
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2 The,. iii. 1. Col. i. 9, 10. 1 Sam. xi. 
19, 23. 
XV. And as he judges it to be greatly 
together, as well as it is the Duty of every 
particular Chriſtian to pray by himſelf in 
fecret ; ſo he would willingly hope, that 
You and your Family have before this time 
complied with the repeated Exhortations he 
hath given you to this Purpoſe : — Or, if 
you have not (which Gop forbid!) he now 
preſumes, or rather thinks himſelf obliged 
by his Office, to remind you of your Duty 
in this Inſtance ; and doth again intreat you 
to ſet about and fulfil it, without delaying 
Time, — Pray conſider, and reſolve. 
Look into Fey. x. 25. and ſee whether you 
and your Houſhold are concerned in it. And 
if you be, he hopes you need not be told 
how much it behoves you to take heed. 
The only Way to be ſecure, in this as well 
as in other Matters of Duty, is, to do that 
Good hereafter, which we have hitherto left 
undone 3 and to leave off doing that for 
the future, which we have hitherto done 
amiſs. : "PE 
XVI, Laſtly, to give you in one View 
ſome of the principal Parts of Chriſtian 
Duty, as alſo to imprint further upon your 


incumbent on every Chriſtian Family to pray 


Minds ſome of thoſe Things which have 
been already laid before you; your Mini- 


ſter 


(31) 
ſter beſeeches you, © by the Mercies of 
| © Gop,” that, as you tender the Welfare of 
your Souls, and would “ make your Call- 
© ing and Election ſure, you would ſtudy 
and © give all Diligence, from day to day, 
| to (a) © grow in Grace, and in Virtue, and 
ain the Knowledge, and Love, and Obe- 
| « dience of our Lord and Saviour IEsus 
| © CARIST : (4) As obedient Children, not 
| © faſhioning yourſelves according to the 
former Luſts in your Ignorance ; but as 
| © He which hath called you is holy, ſo be 
| © Ye holy in all Manner of Converſation ; 
| © ag well () preſenting your Bodies a living 
| © Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Go p, 
{ © which is your reaſonable Service; as be- 
| © ing transformed by the renewing of your 
| © Minds, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of 
- © © Gop : — not only (4) putting off con- 
1 cerning the former Converſation, the old 
t Man, which is corrupt, according to the 
ft « deceitful Luſts; but putting on the new 
r Man, which is renewed in Knowledge, 
e and which, after Gop and his Image, is 
* created in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
w © *< neſs. 
= Jus 3 3 8 
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(a) 2 Pet. fi. 18. (6) 1 Pet. 5. 14, ng. 
(„% Rom. xii. 1, 2. (d) Eph. iv. 22, 24. Col. 
11- W. 10. | 3 
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In order to theſe great and neceſſary At- 
tainments (indiſpenſibly neceſſary to your 
Happineſs) he intreats you, in Love, that 
you would be diligently careful about the 
Means of Grace, which Gop hath appointed 
to this End. — (a) Forſake not nor 
© neglect the aſſembling of yourſelves toge- 
ther for the Yorſhip of God in publick : 
And let your Behaviour at it be reverent 
and devout, ſuch as becomes (4) true 
« Worſhippers, who worſhip the Father in 
Spirit and in Truth. For the Father 
« ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip Him, and is not 
content with the Sacrifice of thoſe, who 
(e) draw near to Him with their Lips, 
or by their bodily Preſence only, © but in 
their Hearts are far from Him ; ? (d) who 
© offer unto Him the Blind, the Lame, 
© and the Sick, and that which coſts them 
nothing; i. e. a faint and lifeleſs (which 
is indeed no) Devotion. Offer it now to 
thy earthly Governor; will He be pleaſed 
« with thee, or accept thy Perſon ? 

Further ; Pay a due Regard to all other 
ſacred Ordinances, and religiouſly obſerve 


_— 
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(a) Heb. x. 25. (6) John iv. 23. (c Mat. xv. 
7, 8. (4) See Mal. i. 8. (2 Sam. xxiv. 24.) — 1 
hade no Pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, neither 
abi ] accept an Offering at your hand. In every place 
/hall be offered unto my Name a pure Offering, Mal. i. 
11, 12,—See Iſai. i. 12, 13, 15. alſo Eccleſ. v. 1, 2: 
” them. 


addreſſing Him for ſpiritual Bleſſings, Mat. 


( 
them. Read and hear the Vord of God, 


with Attention and Reverence, in publick 
and in private. Reflect upon what you 
have read and heard. Imprint it well in 


your Minds by repeated Recollection; and 


ſtudy daily to conform yourſelves to it in 
Mind and Practice. 


Neglect not the Sacrament of the Lord's 


| Supper 3 which, by a peculiar Happineſs in 
this Pariſh, you have ſuch frequent Oppor- 
tunities to partake in; a Bleſſing which it 
is accordingly hoped and expected you will 
| duly value, that it may be continued to 
you. And you cannot better ſhew that you ſo 
value it, than by communicating at it wor- 
8 thily as well as frequently. And your Wor- 
| thineſs will conſiſt, in your coming to it 
with well-diſpoſed Minds, with true Piety 
and Humility of Heart, © with ſincere Re- 


« pentance of your paſt Sins, and ſtedfaſt 


| © Purpoſes of a new Life; with a lively 
Faith in Gop's Mercy through CHRIST; 


with a thankful Remembrance of his 
Death on your account; and with true 
« Good-will and fervent Charity in your 
Hearts towards all Men,” Pray to Gop 
daily for theſe Gifts and Graces ; and He 
will beſtow them, if your Hearts are right 
towards Him. For he hath promiſed to 
hear the Prayers of his faithful Servants, 


vii. 


vii. 7— 11. Train up the young People of 
your Houſhold ber:mes for this Ordinance, 
The ſooner you begin with them, the _ 
ter: The better for them and for y 
Lead them gently by the Hand, Inftrud. 
them in Love. Dire& them to conſult their 
Miniſter, before they engage in this ſolemn 
Duty of Religion. They will be fitted for 
it by degrees, under your good Care and 
his, and chiefly under the Bleſſing of Gop, 
Which we muſt never ceaſe to pray for, 

Neglect not the due Obſervation of the 
Lord”s Day; ; which Gop hath ſet apart for 
the Purpoſes of Holineſs. Remember there- 
fore the ſeventh Day, 10 keep it holy. RE- 
MEMBER to keep it ſo: And remember to 
charge your Children and Servants to do 
the ſame. Remember that You have the 
Charge of them; and remember that you 
are accountable for that Charge : And there- 
fore ſee that You and They anfwer the De- 
ſign of that Charge. — See Jai. viii. 13, 
14. Eph. vi. 4. 1 Sam. iii. 11, 12, 13. 
LCol. iv. 1.7] 

Neglect not daily Prayer: Uſe it every 
one of you by yourſelves in private, as well 
as all of you together and more openly in 
the Family. Remember thoſe divine Charges 
and Promiſes, Mat. vi, 5, 6. ch. xvii. 19. 
Luke xviii. 1, Cc. Phil. iv. 6, Eph. vi. 18. 
1 Theſj, v. 17, See allo Acts i. 14. xii. 5. 

X, 1, 2, 
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x. 1, 2. Rom. xii. 12. Amongſt other 
Parts of Prayer, neglect not Interceſſion 
and Thankſgiving. For, as we are com- 
manded to (a) © intercede and pray for all 
Men; ſo alſo to give Thanks for all 
Men; and particularly for ourſelves : 
And we know that (5) it becometh well 
© © the Juſt to be thankful. ; 


Moreover, (c) Let the Praiſes of Gop 


be in your Lips,“ as well as in your 
Hearts; and accuſtom yourſelves to (d) fing 
Z « to Him with the Voice of Melody, as 
ye are able, as well as to apply to Him by 
the Voice of Prayer and Supplication, Note, 
that P/a/ms, or other divine Hymns, may 
very profitably and becomingly be uſed by 
| you and your Family (e) in your own Houſe, 
as well as in the Houſe of Gop. (F) Paul 
and Silas ſang Praiſes unto Gop (as well as 
* prayed to Him) in the Priſon; and that at 
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(a) 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. (6b) Pfal. xxxiii. 1. (e) Plal. 


exlix 6. (4) Plal. xlvii. 1. See Plal. xvii. 7. 
1 Cor xiv. 15. Eph. v. 19, 20. Col. iii. 16. Jam. 
Iv. 13 


ſe) See the Title- page to the common Pſalms in 


Metre: Which are there ſaid to be ſet forth and 
allowed to be ſung, not only in Churches, of all the 


People together, but moreover in private Houſes, 


for their godly Solace and Comfort, laying apart all 
* ungodly Songs and Ballads, which tend only to the 


* nouriſhing of Vice, and corrupting of Youth. 


% Acts xvi. 25. | 
. Midnight. 


* 
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Midnight. And it is well known that the | 


primitive Chriſtians took great Delight in 
Pſalmody, and uſed it daily. (a) The | 


© very common People, in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of the Church, learned the 
whole Book of Pſalms by heart, and ſang 
or repeated the Pſalms even in their Shops, 
and at the Plough [much more in ther 
Families] inſomuch that St. James make 
it the proper Expreſſion of Chriſtian Mirth 
« [or pious Gladneſs of Heart] Jam. v. 13. 


A 
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If any be merry, let him ſing Pſalms," 


Such lively and chearful Exerciſes of Piety, 
in Chriſtian Families (where there is a pro- 
per Harmony of Voice) muſt needs be at. 
tended with Delight and Benefit; as they 
raiſe the Spirits, warm the A ffections, calm 
the Soul, ſweeten the Mind, and gradually 
tune the Heart for Devotion; beſides theit 
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(a) Biſhop Kenn's Directions for Prayer, at the 
cloſe of his Catechiſm: Where he exhorts all Perſons, 
eſpecially Children and young People, to get as many 
as they can of the moſt proper P/a/ms by heart, 
« inſtead of thoſe idle Ta/es and Songs, which pol. 
© lute their Souls, -and which, when they come to be 
« ſerious, will coſt them great Pains to unlearn,* He 
adviſes and exhorts Parents to direct and aſſiſt their 
Children and Servant, herein, and in other Methods of 
promoting Piety in their Minds, And I do earneſtly 
and affectionately exhort You to do the ſame with Your's. 
You and They will hereafter reap the Benefit. 


being 


. 


being intended as a lively Homage of Ado- 


ration and Thankſgiving to Gop ! And 
therefore (how little ſoever they may be now 
uſed) muſt, on theſe Conſiderations, highly 


become ſuch Families; ſurely much more 


than thoſe common Songs, and other unſa- 
voury Entertainments of low Minds, which 
have long ago turned ſuch ſpiritual Exer- 


ciſes out of doors, and have occupied their 


room in many Families, which nevertheleſs 


(by a great Abuſe of Words, and an ex- 
ceeding Condeſcenſion of Charity) are {till 


called Chriſtian. 
Bring up your Family in the Fear of 


| Gop. (a) © As for You and your Houſe, 


« reſolve with Zoſhua, that Ye will ſerve 


| © the LoR D;“ and that ye will be one of 


thoſe Families that are (4) © called by his 


Name; and not like thoſe (c) © Families 
* © of the Countries, that are little better 


than heathen.” — (4) © Cleave then ta 


| © the Lorp with full Purpoſe of Mind, 
| © and (e) ſerve Him in Sincerity and Truth ; * 
And He will (F) bleſs you and your Off. 
| © ſpring, and all that belong to you. 


(g) * Exhort one another daily (while it is 


— 


a) Joſh. xxiv. 15. (CB, Jer. xiv. 9. Ifai. Ixiii. 
100 70 Ezek. xx. 32. 2 Acts xi. 23. (e) Joſh, 
xxiv. 14. (/) liai. xliv. 3. & xv. 23. 2 Sam. vi. 
11. Pſal. i. 3. (g) Heb. x. 25. 


K = called 


C333 
< called to day) and ſo much the more as 
< ye ſee the Day approaching; the Day 
wherein (a) © ye mult all appear, before the 
« Judgment-ſeat of CHRIST, and give ac- 
© count of the Deeds done in the, Body, 
© whether they be good or evil. 

Endeavour always, as you have Oppor- 
tunity, to inſtill good Principles into thoſe 
you converſe with, Endeavour to promote 
a Senſe of Gop and Religion in the Minds 
of Men; and to promote in them a Life 
and Practice anſwerable to that Senſe. 

Try, by all fair and reaſonable Methods, 
to reclaim Siuuers from their evil Courſes, 
and to win them over unto Gop and Good- 
nels ; remembering, (5) © that he that con- 
« verieth a Sinner from the Error of his 
Ways, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and 
ſhall hide a multitude of Sins. (c) They 
that are wiſe, in ſo doing, ſhall hereafter 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament ; 
and they that turn many unto Righteouſ- 
«6 neſs, as the Stars for ever and ever.” — 
You have many Opportunities, at one time 
or another, of converſing with ſuch Perſons : 
Neglect not thoſe Opportunities; for they 
are a Talent put into your Hand, (a) to 
do Good with: And as you know that you 


as 
— — 
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(a) 2 Cor. v. 10. (6) Jam. v. 19, 20. (c) Dan. 
Xi. 3. (4) Prov. xxvii. | 


alc 
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CW] 
are (a) accountable for the Talents afforded 
you (of whatever ſort they be) ſo you know 
not what great Good you may, under the 
Bleſſing of Gop, be able, to do therewith, 
For Gop works ſometimes even by the 
meaneſt Inſtruments ; and no one can tell, 
who of all thoſe- ſhall be moſt ſucceſsfu], 
who charitably <« miniſter to them that ſhall 
* hereafter be Heirs of Sa]vation:? And 
why may not thoſe, who are now the great- 
eſt of Sinners, be ſuch Heirs in time, and 


| Saints in Glory? Labour then with them, 
as Opportunity is given you. (5) Ceaſe not 


your good Endeavours, whilſt there re- 


mains any Hope: Nay, hope ſometimes 
even againſt Hope.“ Try by Perſua- 
ſions; try by Reaſoning; try by the Word 
of Gop; try by good Deeds; try by 
EKindneſſes; try by good Example; try by 
Prayer. And when you admoniſh or re- 
buke ſuch unhappy Perſons, do it with Pru- 
| dence, as well as Kindneſs; remembering 
that as (c) Pearl is not to be caſt before 
| * Swine * (for a wife Reaſon) ſo (d) the 


— 
— 


(a) Mat. xxv. 15, Ec. | | 
(5) See Gal. vi. 9. 2 Theſſ. iii. 13. 1 Cor. vii. 16, 


ccleſ. xi. 6. In the Morning ſow thy Seed [of good 
Advice and Inſtruction] and in the Evening withhold 
| not thine Hand. For thou knoweſt not whether ſhall 
| proſper, either this or that, or whether the; ſhall both 
| be alike good. (c) Mat. vii. 6. Cd) 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 


E 2 Servant 


(40) 
Servant of the LORD (whether he be a 
Layman or Divine) <« muſt not ſtrive ; but 
be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppole themſelves; if Gop peradventure 
wil!“ (as He peradventure may) give 
them Repentance to the acknowledging, 
receiving, and obeying of the Truth,* — 
the Truth of his Goſpel. — If all theſe your 
good Endeavours with the Sinner, will not 
at laſt prevail with him to reform, you can 
but leave him to GOD. (a) © Thou haſt 
delivered Thy Soul.“ And that is a 
Comfort. 

Suffer an Exhortation formerly given to 
be repeated to you : [For there 1s the high- 
eſt Need] wiz. Accuſtom yourſelves to 
good Diſcourſe when you meet together for 
Converſation. (5) A Good Man' (you 
will remember) out of the good Treaſure 
of his Heart, bringeth forth good things? 
in Converſation ; as the © evil, on the con- 
* trary, evil things: for out of the abun- 
dance of the Heart the Mouth * of each | 
of them < ſpeaketh.*” Again; (c) The 
Mouth of the Righteous ſpeaketh Wil- Þ 
* dom? [and is exerciſed therein] and his 


— 
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(a) Ezek. iii. 19. & ii. 5. (5) Mat. xii. 35, 34. 
(ce Vialm xxxvii. 30, 31. | | | 
Tongue 


(41) 
© Tongue talketh of Judgment. The Law of 
his Gop is in his Heart, and in his Mouth. 
May it be ſo in yours! Delight in it as 
much, if not ſometimes (a) * niore, than in 
« your neceſſary Food; and let it be your 
(„Meat and your Drink,* as it was 
| {© our Saviour's, to do the Will of Gop, 
and to promote the Knowledge and the 
r Practice of it by your Diſcourſes, Remem- 
tber again what was told you: Forbear vain 
and unprofitable Talk, conſidering that it 
t © doth much Hurt, and remembering that 
you are to anſwer for it ; eſpecially for ſuch 
Talk as tends to weaken the Power of Re- 
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off from the Love and Purſuit of Holineſs. 
And yet, innocent Pleaſantneſs of Diſ- 
courſe, and lively Turns of Converſation, 
are not here forbidden. They may be ſome- 
times neceſſary, in order to divert and un- 
bend the Mind. Religion, rightly under- 
ſtood, is no Enemy to well- regulated Chear- 
fulneſs, and rather promotes than diſcounte- 
nances it, Only uſe Diſcretion, and carry 
not Things too far; and remember, that a 
* Chriſtian's Diſcourſe, though it may be ſuf- 
ficiently diverting at proper Times, ſhould 
at leaſt generally ſhew, that the Turn of his 


W 


(a) Job xxiii 12. (5) John iv. 34. 
F 3 M.ind 


ligion upon Mens Minds, and to take them 
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(423 
Mind is another way; and that he takes 
more Delight in what is really z, ful and in- 
Aructive, than what is only entertaining. 
Take another Advice: Delight to 4% - 
ciate yourſelves with good Men; and ſhun 
bad Company: remembering that it is of 


pernicious Conſequence, and that (a) the 


Companion of Fools ſhall* in the end be 
« deſtroyed. 

Bear no (4) falſe Witneſs ; promote no 
0 falſe Reports. (4) Why ſhould Satan 

put it into thine Heart to lye,* or to re- 
port a Lye? 

e Be not paſſionate; be not ſoon angry; 
eſpecially let not Anger ret in thy Boſom. 
For, Anger refteth in the Boſom of none 
but Fools.“ Anger may poſſibly (f) ſur- 
priſe (and doth ſometimes ſurpriſe) even a 
wiſe and good Man : But I fay again, with 
the wiſeſt of Men, that Anger reſteth only 
in the Boſom of Fools. Therefore (g) © ceaſe 
from Anger, and forſake Wrath; fret 


not thyſelf in any wiſe to do Evil? 3 


(0% Learn of CHRIST ; for he was meek 
and lowly in Heart:* And remember, that 


— 


(% Prov. xiii. 20. (6) Exod. xx. 16. (c) Exod. 
XXIII. 1. (4) Acts v. 3, (e) Eccleſ. vii. 9. Eph. 
iv. 26. Col. m. 8. (J) Pfal. evi. 32, 33. (g) Pal 
 XXxvii. 8. () Mat. xi. 29. 
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(493 

| (a) © a meek and quiet Spirit is in the Sight 
of Gop of great Price, 

| Live in Love and Peace with one ano- 
ther: (4) See that ye love one another 
with a pure Heart fervently,* as Fellow- 
| Chriſtians and Brethren, () Be kindly- 
affectioned one to another with brotherly 
Love. (4) Love as Brethren ; be piti- 
ful; be courteous. (e) Put on (as the 
Elect of Gop, holy and beloved) Bowels 
of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering ; for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one 
| © another, if any Man have a Quarrel 
8 © againſt any; even as CHRIST forgave 
| You, ſo alſo do Ye. (Ff) Let all Bit- 
. terneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Cla- 
amour, and Evil. ſpeaking, be put away 
. from you, with all Malice [Take heed 
you © bear no Malice nor Hatred in your 
Heart“ againſt any Man.) 

| (g) Speak Evil of no Man.“ (þ) Re- 
= proach no Man. (z) Deſpiſe no Man. 
| (4) Envy no Man. Study 8 (J)) © increaſe 
and abound in Love, not only one to- 


— — 


la 1 pet. iii. 4. (6) 1 Pet. 1. 22. () Rom. 
xii. 10. (4) 1 Pet. iii. 8. le) Col. iii. 12, 13. 
Y Eph. iv. 31. (g) Tit. ü. 3 (>) Pialm 
xv. 3. (i) Prov. xiv. 21. Mat. xx iii. 10. (4) 1 Pet. 
ü. 1. 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 0) 1 1 Theſl. ill, 12. 


6 wards 


(44) 
e wards another, but towards All Men, 
(a) As you have Opportunity, do Good 
© unto All Men, eſpecially unto them that 
< are of the Houſhold of Faith; that is, 
to ( © all that live godly in CarisT 
< Tesus.* (c) For, whoſoever ſhall give 

to ſuch, even but a Cup of Water to drink, 

in CHRIST's Name, becauſe they belong 

to CHRIST, verily (as our Lord tells us) 

he ſhall not loſe his Reward, (4) Verily 

(ſays He again) inaſmuch as ye have done 

it unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 

(which believe in Me) ye have done it 

unto Me, (e) And whoſo ſhall receive 
one ſuch Believer, in My Name? (as being 
a Believer, and a Diſciple of mine) * re- 
ceiveth Me. J) Receive ye zhen ſuch 
© in the LoRD, with all Gladneſs, and 
hold them in Reputation; as bearing the 
Image of CHRIST, and being (g) Par- 
© takers of like precious Faith with you; 
even though they ſhould not (4) © follow 
© with you” in ail things, and be of like 
Sentiments in every Inſtance. . For, all 
Men have nor the ſame Apprehenſions, nor 
can have, Nevertheleſs, though (i) * there 


— 


— — — — 


— 


a) Gal. vi. 10. (6) 2 Tim. iii. 12. /e) Mat. 
ix. 41. (4) Mat. xxv. 40. & xviii. 6. {e) ver. 5. 
(f Phil. ii 29. (g) 2 Pet. i. 1. () Mar. ix. 38. 
% Cor. xii. 4. 5, 6, 12, 27, 13. | 
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d of Adminiſtrations,” even in the ſmaller 
t Concerns of the Church, among the diffe- 


rent Denominations of Chriſtians; yet do 
we all acknowledge the ſame SPIRIT, 
the ſame LORD, the ſame G OD, 
e which worketh all in all. For, as the 
natural Body is one, and hath many 
Members, and all the Members of that 
one Body, being many, are one Body; 
* ſo alſo is the ſpiritual Body of CHRIST; 
* whoſe Body ye all are, and whoſe Mem- 
bers ye are, every one of you, in particu- 
lar. For, by one Spirit are we all ba 

tized into one Body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
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of whatever Denomination we are, pro— 
feſfing the Faith of CHRIST, and giving 
up our Names to Him as his Servants. 
For, (a) there is hut one Body, and one 
Fpirit, even as we are called in one Hope 
of our Calling; one LokD, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, one Gop and Father of all, 


> fo 


who is above all, and through all, and 
e in you all.” So then (5) © the Body is 


not one Member, but many; yet all 
united under one Head. For which reaſon 


t. 

(4) Eph. iv. 4, 5,6. (6) 1 Cor. xii. 14, 25. 
& i. LO, 11. 5 | ; 

ci 8 there 


are Piverſities of Gifts, and Differences 


indeed, of whatever Rank or Condition, or 
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(49) 
e there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body; 
© no * Diviſions and Contentions among 
you) but all the Members ſhould have the 
« ſame Care one for another; all and each 
endeayouring, as far as is poſſible, to 
(a)* ſpeak the ſame thing, and to be perfectly 

joined together in the fame Mind, and in 
the ſame Judgment ;* being all, like the 


firſt Chriſtians, () of one Heart, and of 


one Soul” And indeed, (c) © as many 
© as are perfect (thoroughly inſtructed 1n, 
and having thoroughly imbibed, - Chri- 


ſtian Principles) « are thus minded: And 


c 

- 

« if in any thing they happen to be other- 

< wife minded, God ſhall, in his due time, 
© reveal even this unto them. Nevertheleſs, 
< whereto they have- already attained, they 
will walk by the ſame Rule, at least that 
© of Charity and Forbearance towards each 
© other, and will mind the ſame things, 

the ſame great things which concern the 
Eſſence of their common Religion; all of 
them alike (4) holding CHS the Head, 
from whom all the Body, as it were by 
* Joints. and Bands, having Nouriſhment 
c miniſtered, - and being knit together, in- 


* Otherwiſe rendered, Schiſins or Factions, as in 
the marginal Tranſlation here, and in chap. iii. 3. 
(a) chap. i. 10. (6) Acts iv. 32. (e) Phil. ii. 
15, 16. 2 Col. ii. 19. 
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creaſeth with the Increaſe of Gon; ? all 
f them alike (a) * ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love, and growing up in all things unto 
Him who is the Head, even Chriſt. From 
whom the whole Body, fitly joined toge- 
ther, and compacted by that which every 
Joint ſupplieth, according to the effectual 
| Working in the Meaſure of every Part, 
maketh Increaſe of the Body, unto the 
Edifying of itſelf in Love, 

(% It therefore there be any Conſola- 
tion in CHRIST, if any Comfort of Love, 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
. 8 Bowels and Mercies ; fulfill ye my Joy, 
„chat ye be like-minded, having the ſame 
Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind. 
And let nothing be done amongſt you 8 
i through Strife, or Vain-glory, For, if 8 
þ W:) © there be among you Envying, and AE 
„Strife, and Diviſions, are ye not carnal, > 
and walk as Men unregenerate and unre- 
| formed ? Are ye not ſenſual, having not bi 
| the Spirit? Are ye not partial ; in your- vl 
ſelves, and become Judges of evil 1 
Thoughts? (4) My Brethren, theſe 
things ought not ſo to be. Why do ye | 
ſuch l Why fall 120 out by the We — 
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(a) Eph. iv. 15, 16. (6) Phil. ii. 1, 2, 3. (e) 1 Cor. 
i. . Jude 19. Jam. ii. 4. (4) Jam. iii. 10. 1 Sam. 
23 Gen. xlv, 24. & Xiii. 8. 
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(48) 


© Let there be no Strife, I pray you, be 
© tween any of you that are Fellou- Cn 


* 


Servant. And (c) we know that we ſnal 


that ſhall be judged hbemſelves at last by 


Love, But Mercy, in bearing with on 
© another, rejoiceth againſt Judgment :? And 
the good Man, who hath (e) © the Law d 
£ Kindneſs in his Tongue, and in whij 
© Heart Love is made perfect, ſhall hay: 
© Boldneſs in the Day of Judgment.“ h 
not then (F) © unruly and vain Talkers or 
c againft another; and turn not aſide 1 
© vain Jangling abeut Religion; underitand 


ing neither what you ſay, nor where 


you affirm, (g) Be no Brawlers, bu 
< gentle. Remember this; (4) If any Ma 
among you ſeem to be religious, and 
e bridleth not his Tongue, but deceivetl 
© his own Heart, this Man's Religion 


— 


(a) Jam. iv. 11. (6b) Rom. xiv. 4. (c) Jan 
iii. 1. (a) Jam. ii. 12,13. fe) Prov. xxxi. 20 


1 John iv: 17. /) Tit. i. 10. 1 Tim. i. 6, 


( Tit. iii. 2. (4) Jam. i. 26. 
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ſtians; for ye be Brethren. (a) Speak 
not evil one of another, Brethren ; and 
let not Brother judge his Brother. Fo 
in ſo doing (4) he judgeth another Mani 
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receive the greater Condemnation for th 
(d) But /o ſpeak ye, and /o do, as thy 


the Law of Liberty; which is the Law i 
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( 49 ) 


* yain. But (a) if ye love your Neighbour 


Jas Yourſelves, ye do well, and fulfil the 
© royal Law, according to the Scripture.” 
S$ Otherwiſe, « ye commit Sin, and.are con- 
« yinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors. 
( Who then is a Wiſe Man, and en- 


adued with Knowledge amongſt you? 


Let him ſhew out of a good Converſation 
e his Works, with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. 
But if ye have bitter Envying and Strife 
in your Hearts, glory not, and lye not 
| © againſt the Truth: [For if ye have theſe 
things in you, ye are not (c) Chriſtians 3 


ye have none of the Chriſtian Spirit in you, 


none of the Chriſtian Wiſdom, which is very 
different from this.] * This Wiſdom de- 
ſcendeth not from above, but 1s earthly, 
© ſenſual, deviliſn. For where Envying 
and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every 
* evil Work. But the Wiſdom that is from 
above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
* and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy 
* and good Fruits, without Partiality, and 
* without Hypocriſy, And the Fruit of 
© Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them 
that make Peace, (4) Let us therefore 


{e) Jaw. ii. 8, 9. (%) Jam. ii. 13—18. (e) See 


Nom. viii, 9. («) Rom. xiv. 19, & xv. 2. 
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(4) 
« follow after the Things which make for 
Peace, and Things wherewith one may 
© edify another; and let every one of u 
© fiudy to pleaſe his Neighbour for his Good 
to Edification. (a) Let every Man be! 
« fully perſuaded in his own Mind; and 
let us not judge one another any more 
about our different Perſuaſions; but judge 
this rather, that no Man put a Stumbling. 
« block, or an Occaſion to fall, in his Bro- 
« ther's Way. The Kingdom of God (re. 
member) is not Meat and Drink (or any 
of thoſe Things that are of a variable Na. 
ture, and indifferent in themſelves; which 
yet are what we moſtly contend about) but 
this Kingdom, or true Chriſtianity, is Righ- 
< teouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt,” (4) Let us therefore fol- 
low after Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, 
© Peace, with them that call on the Loxyd 
© out of a pure Heart; even with (c) them 
c that are ſanctified in CHRIST Jesvs, 
c called to be Saints; with all that in 
© every place call upon the Name of Jzsus 
C 
c 


CHRIST our Lord, both theirs and ours: : 
© Pray for Grace and Peace to /uch. Pray I 


— 


(a) Rom. xiv. 5, 13, 17. (6) 2 Tim. ii. 22. 
(c) 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. 


© for 
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© for (a) Grace, and Peace, and Love 
with Faith, from Gop the Father, and 
the Lord Jzxsus CHRIST, to ſuch Bre- 
a thren, even 10 all them that love our Lord 
8 < Jesus CHRIST in Sincerity z? and that 
ſhew their Love to Him, by their having 
the ſame Mind in them? [the ſame 
Lowlineſs of Mind] which was alſo in 
Him; ' by their ©) © following his Steps, 
bas He hath left them an Example ; ' by 
their (4) * abounding more and more in 
| « Chriſtian Knowledge, and in all Judg- 
ment“ about neceſſary things; by their 
approving the things that are excellent; 
by their being * blameleſs and harmleſs, 
the Sons of Gor, without Rebuke, in 
© © the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Na- 
tion, among whom they ſhine as Lights 
ein the World, holding forth the Word 
of Life; finally, by their being filled 
with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which 


and Praiſe of Gop.“ I fay again, Re- 
ceive ſuch with all Gladneſs, and hold 
them in Reputation,* whether they be of 
your own or of any other Communion ; 


ü. 21. (4) Phil. i. 9, 10, 11. & ii. 15, 16. 
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* are by Jesvs CHRIST, unto the Glory 


(a) Eph. vi. 23, 24. (6) Phil. ii. 33 pet. 
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( 52 ) 2 
and ſtudy to improve your own Piety by 
theirs, Study to excell them; to excell them 
in Faith, to excel] them in Knowledge, to 
excel] them in Holineſs. Be this your only 
Ambition to out-do them : Be this the only 
Ambition amongſt Chriſtians, And when 
you happen into their Company (which you 
need not, ought not to * decline, if they 
are good, and if you can any way better 
them and yourſelves) diſcourſe with them 
only about © neceſſary things ; ? diſcourſe 
with them only about © things that are ex- 
« cellent; and (a) covet earneſtly the Beſt 


2 » 8 — — 1 


* See the Example of our Saviour, John iv. 7, 
9, Sc. of St. Peter, Ads xi. 3, 17, Cc. Compare 
chap. x. 14, 15, Gal. ii. 11, 12, of St. Paul, Als. 
X*1. 29, 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. And remember that of the 
Hſaimiſt, Pal. xvi. 3. exix. 63. Now theſe things 
* are jet forth concerning en for Enſamples to Us, 
* and ate written for our Admonition ; that cur Minds 
* thou!'d not be evil-affeted againſt the Brethren' in 
the Faith, whoſoever they be; but that we ſhould be 
(as we ought to pray the God of Patience and Con- 
* ſolation that we may be) like-minded one towards 
another, according to CHñRIST JESUS; and that we 
« ſhould receive one another, as CyR15T alſo received 
* Us, to the Glory of Gop; to the intent that we 
* ſhould with one Mind and one Mouth glorify Goo, 
* even the Fa ter of our Lord JESUS CHRIST.“ Rom. 
XV. 5, O, 7. 

6) 1 Cor. xii. 31. 
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0 Gifts: (a) But fooliſh and unlearned Que- 
|< ſtions avoid, knowing that they do gen- 


e der Strifes, rather than godly Edify ing 


© which is in Faith.“ And remember, that 
the End of the Commandment is CH A- 


„RIT V, out of a pure Heart, and of a 


good Conſcience, and of Faith unfeigned. 


6) He that in Theſe Things? (he that 
in theſe Great and Neceſſary Things) * ſerv- 
eth CHRIST, is acceptable to God, and 
approved of Men. He that doth Theſe 
Things, ſhall never fall. 


As to other Chriſtian Duties, of whatever 


ort, I deſire and exhort you tO pay, and 
] hope you will pay, a due Regard to them. 
— (c) * Huſbands, for inſtance, love your 
Wives, and be not bitter againſt them. 
** Vives, ſubmit yourſelves to your own 
© Huſbands, as is fit in the LORD. Let 
every one of you in particular ſo love 


he other, even as yourſelves ; and dwell 


. 

with each other according to Knowledge, 
gas being Heirs together of the Grace of 
0 

. 


Life, that your Prayers be not hindered. 
— (4) 1 he WP your Children 


LO IT 5 
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(a) 2 Tim, ii. 23. I Tim. i. 4, 5- (6) Rom. 
xv. 18. Pſalm xv. 5. (c) Col. iii. 19, 18. Eph, 
v.33. 1 Pet. iii. 7. (d.) Eph. vi. 4. Prov. xxii. 6. 
ph. vi. 1. Col. 111. 20. | 
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( 54 ) 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
E,orp; and train them up in the Way 
they ſhould go. Children, obey your 
Parents in the LoRD; for this is right, 
and well-pleaſing unto the LORD. — 
(a) Maſters, give unto your Servants that 
which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye 
alſo have a Maſter in Heaven, with whom 
is no Reſpect of Perſons. Rule not over 
your Servants with Rigour, but tear your 
GoB. And wholo leadeth a godly Life, 
chuſe him, before any other, to be your 
Servant.— () Servants, obey your Maſters 
not with Eye-ſervice, as Men- pleaſer, 
but in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing Gov ; | 
as the Servants of CHRIST, doing thei 
Will of Gop from the Heart; with 
Good-will doing Service, as to the Lov, 
and not to Men, Be ſubje& to your 
Maſters, not only to the good and gen- 
tle, but alſo to the froward. Be obedient 
to them, and /eek to pleaſe them well in 
all things; not anſwering again; not 
purloining, but ſhewing all good Fide- 
lity; that ye may adorn the Doctrine 0! 
 Gop our Saviour in all things. 
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(a ) Col. iv. 1. Eph. vi 9g. Lev. xxv. 43. Pfaln 
ei. 9. (b C2); ui. 22. Eph. vi. 6, 7. 1 Pet. 11. 19. 


. i 9, 10. 
(a) Loe 


Let 


310 


(a) Let every Soul among ſt you be: fd. | 
e ject to the higher Powers, For there is 


no Power but of Gop. Obey Magiſtrates, 
and be ready to every good Work. Sub- 
mit yourſelves to every Ordinance of Man 
for the Lo RD's Sake: And render to all 
their Dues; Tribute to whom Tribute is 
due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 

(6) We beſeech you, Brethren, to 
know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lorp, and ad- 
moniſh you. Account of them as of the 
Miniſters of CHRIST, and Stewards of 


YR oo a, 


eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Works Sake. Submit yourſelves 70 their 
godly Admonitions and Directions, as to 
« thoſe who watch for your Souls, and muſt 
give account; that they may do it with 
© Foy, and not with Grief: for that is un- 
profitable to you. 
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(c) » Likewiſe, ye Younger, ſubmit 


« yourſelves unto the elder Per/ons of every 


Condition; yea, all of you, be ſubje& one 


—— — 
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(a) Rom. xiii. 1. Tit. iii. 1. 1 Pet. ij. 23. Rom. 
xiii. 7. (6) 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. 1 Cor. iv. 1, Heb, 
Xl. 7. (c) 1 Pet. v. 5. Rom. Xi, 16, 3. 


©to 


the Myſteries of Gop ; and therefore 
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to another, and be clothed with Humi- 
« lity. Be of the ſame Mind one towards 
another. Mind not high things, but con- 
deſcend to Men of low Eſtate. Be not 
Vwiſe in your own Conceits. Let no Man 
think more highly of himſelf than he 
© ought to think, but think ſoberly. 

(a) Brethren, let every Man in the 
Calling wherein he is called, therein abide 
with Gop: ' And let every one be dili- 
ent in his Calling. Be not ſlothful in 
< Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit; ſerving 
„the Lox” in your ordinary Buſineſs, as 
well as in your Religion, which is your 
chief Buſineſs. Let none among you 
« walk diſorderly, not working at all, but 
being Buſy-bodies. Them that are ſuch? 
(if there be any ſuch) we command and 
« exhort, by our Lord Jesus CHRIST, that 
« with Quietneſs they work, and eat their 
own Bread. And we beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, that ye each of you ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs, 
(%% Let none of. you imagine Evil 
againſt his Brother in your Heart, And 
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a) 1 Cor.. vii. 24. Rom. Kii. 11. 2 Theſſ. iii. 
11, 12. 1 Thefl. iv. 10. ( Zech. vii. 10. 1 'Theſl. 
iv. 6. Lev. xxv. 14. & xix. 35. Prov. xxviii. 8. 
Mat. vii. 12. 
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„ 
let no Man go beyond or defraud his 
Brother in any Matter; becauſe that the 
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preſs not one another, Do no Unrighte- 


© © ouſmeſs in Weight or in Meaſure. In- 
© creaſe not your Subſtance by unjuſt Gain. 
All things whatſoever ye would that Men 
Z © ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo unto 
them. Fer this is the Law * of the whole 


N Bible. 
5 (a) * Abſtain from all Appearance of 
: Evil. Abhor that which is evil; cleave 


= © to that which is good. Be ye ſtedfaſt, 
= © unmoveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lorp ; and by paticnt 
Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for 
4 Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 


Be not weary in Well-doing ; for in due 


ſeaſon ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not: And 
: Gr will preſerve you from Fainting. 
05 KRejoice in Hope: Be patient in Tri- 
bulation: Continue inſtant in Prayer : 
j * Diſtribute to the Neceſſity of Saints“ (z. e. 
; of your poor Fellow-Chriſtians :) Be given 
to 8 Let Love be without 
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(a) 1 Theſſ. v. 22. Rom. xii. 9-4: Cor. xv; 
58. Rom. ii. 7. Gal. vi. 9. (6) Rom. xii. 12, 
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LoRp is the Avenger of all ſuch. Op- 
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(58) 

Diſſimulation. (a) Let no Man ſeek his 
own only, but every Man al/o another's 
Welfare, Bleſs them which perſecute, or 
any way injure, you: Bleſs, and curſe 
not. Recompenſe to no Man Evil for 
Evil. Provide things honeſt in the Sight 
of all Men. If it be poſſible, as much as 
lieth in you, lve peaceably with all Men, 
5) + Shew all Meekneſs to all Men. Be 
patient towards all Men. (c) Follow 
Peace with all Men; and HorLiwness, 
without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
LORD. 

(a) « Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſcæver things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report; if there be any Virtue, and if 
there be any Praiſe, think on theſe 
things. 

To conclude the whole of theſe Admo- 
nitions for the preſent ; Your Miniſter and 
Servant in the Goſpel of his Maſter, and 
in the grand Concern of your Souls, even 
he that "maketh this Addreſs to you, doth 
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(a) 1 Cor. x. 24. Rom. xii. 14, 17, 18. (5) Tit, 


ni. 2. (c) Heb, xii, 14. (4) Phil. iv. 8. 5 
affectio- 


0 59) 


affectionately and fervently commend You 


and your Family, and every one under his 
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Charge, to his heavenly Father and your's, 
to the gracious Redeemer, and ſanctifying 


Spirit, in the following Words of holy 


4 
4 
£ 
A 
* 


Bleſſing and Prayer; vix. 


| The Peace of GOD, which paſſeth all 

Underſflanding, keep your Hearts and 

Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 

GOD, and of his Son FESUS 

CHRIS Tour Lord: And the Blefſ+ 

ing of GOD Almighty, the Father, 

_ the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be among 

you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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PART 1. 


f F 

| My CHARGE in general; 
| _ Z$PECIALLY 
GovERNoORs of FAMILIES. 


Chriſtian Brethren, 

e Y Heart*s Deſire and 
Prayer to Gop, Day 
and Night, for you afl 


W ſaved: And my ſin- 
cere and earneſt Endeavour is, by all good 
Methods in my Power, with the Help of 
Cop, to accompliſh this great and happy 
End. To do which the more effectually, 
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a) Rom, x. 1 
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is, That you may be 
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as I hope, it hath pleaſed Gop to put it 


into my Heart to preſent you with the fore. 
going ADDRESs. By the reading of which 


you cannot, at leaſt, but be convinced oi 


this one thing; viz. That I bear you al 
upon my Heart ; that I have a tender Af. 


fection and Concern for you; that I am 
earneſtly deſirous of your Salvation, and a 


earneſtly ſolicitous about the ſecuring of ii 
Would to Gop I could ſee every one of 
You manifeſt the ſame real Concern for 
7 7 as I do for you! My Brethren, 


cannot but expreſs my Fears (my rea 
Fears) about divers of you. (a) © I ſtand 


in doubt of ſome, leſt I Thould have la- 


* boured in vain ; * but yet would willingly 


= well, as far as there is Room to hope 
well, of you all. Will you not, every one 
of you, ſtrive for the future to give me 
ground of better Hopes concerning you! 
Can you deny me this Requeſt? Can you 
deny it when I aſk it for your o2v# Sakes, 
though you ſhould not have the heart (which 
yet I do not ſuſpect) to grant it for mine? 
My Brethren, Think : — Conſider : — 
Conſider ſeriouſly what it is I am aſking of 
you. I am aſking you to join with me, 
and to join with me cordially, in doing the 
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(a,) Gal. iv. 20. 11. 
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6 
+ utmoſt in your Power (under the Grace of 
= Gor, which is more powerful than all) to 
{cure your beſt Intereſt, the Intereſt of your 
Souls. Your Souls, my Friends, lie at 
18 ſtake, You ſeem ſome of you not to con- 
. ſider it, or not fo thoroughly as you ought, 
nW and as fo great a Concern requires. I am 
for putting you upon conſidering it, I am 
for awakening you out of your Security. I 
am for putting you upon inquiring what 
zou muſt do to be ſaved, I am for pointing 
out to you what that is that you muſt do. 
I am for fhewing you the Neceſſity of a 
| holy Life (a holy and renewed Heart and 
Life) in order to your Salvation. I am for 
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ly convincing you, that (a) © without Holineſs 
x © (whether you will hear, or whether you 
e © will forbear) no Man ſhall, or can poſſi- 


| © bly, ſee the Lord,” and obtain Salva- 
tion: And that without (4) Faith in our 
Lord Jz$sus, no Man can attain that Holt- 
neſs, which is neceſſary to render him 
accepted with Gon : and that without 
(c) Repentance and Converſion, joined with 
Faith, no Man can obtain Remiſſion of 


of Sins. This is what 1 am for perſuading, 
e, for convincing you of; and for perſuading 
be! - 7 


— * 


(a) Heb. xii. 14. (5) Heb. xi. 6. Acts xv. 9. 
& xXxvi, 18. 1 Pet. i. 22. (c) Adds iii. 19. & xi. 
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( 64 ) 
and convincing you of to Purpoſe. Thi 
is what I have laboured in ſome meaſure to 
do in the fotegoing Addreſs ; and ſhall la- 
bous yet further to do in the following. 
And here the particular Work I have 
laid out for myſelf is, to convince you of 
the Neceſſity of FamiLy- REL16wWN, and 
to exhort you to the Practice of it, I would 
fix upon this particular Point, becauſe it 1s 
of ſuch great and real Importance to the 
” Advancement of Religion in general; io W 
great, that Religion 1s ſeen to thrive or de- 
cay, as this is either cultivated or neglected. 
1 Of which the criminal Indifference, the fa- 
| tal Security of the preſent Age (when an 
| univerſal (a) Slumber ſeems to have ſeized 
þ upon Men) is a convincing Inſtance z be- 
fides the ſpreading Impiety that hath Jea- 
vened all. Ranks and Degrees of Men. 80 
that, ſhould (Y) © the Maſter of the Houſe 
come now iuddenly, would He not find 
* moſt of the Houſhold ſleeping ? Should It © 
(c) the Son of Man come ſpeedily, 
« ſhould He find Faith on the Earth? 
Chriſtianity, true Chriſtianity, is very ſcarce || 
to be found. Men content themſelves with - 
an 128 ide Religion; very little concerned 
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(2) Mat. xxv. 5. (6) Mark X11, i. 36, (4 Luke U 
about 


Av. ii. 8. 
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about the Life and Spirit of it; which moſt 
are abſolute: Strangers to; but which, ne- 
| vertheleſs, - in itfelf, and in the Reckoning 
of Gop, is all in all: Becauſe it is that 
Thing alone which (through the Merits of 
a Mediator) can render Men acceptable to 


Him; and, conſequently, which alone can 


| ſecure their Salvation. 


Were Family-Religion duly cultivated, 


were every Family in the Land carefully 
| trained up in the Knowledge and Practice 
| of Chriſtianity, can it be thought that Vice 
and Wickedheſs would gain ſo great a 
bead, and that Piety and Virtue would be 
| {0 much out of practice, and even (as it is 
| with many) ſo much out of faſhion and 
{ eſteem? Were Family-Religion once re- 
| vived, Chriſtianity in. general would revive 
with it; Whole Pariſhes would become 
better; whole Counties would become bet- 
ter; and finally the whole Kingdom. [And 
it may, for aught I know, well become 
our Governors, as it concerns even the 


Welfare of the civil State, to look a little 


to this; as it is certain the“ Ancients did, 
who were no nn, and as it is no leſs 
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ARIS. Polit. PLaTo de 1 Cie. de Of- 
be. & Kepub. Prur. de Educ. & de. Mor. Laced. 


AUT. GZII. Noect. Att. (Efth. i. 22.) Dion. 


lalic, Hiſt, Tacir. de Mor. Germ. 
G 3 certain? 
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certain, many of the + modern Heathen 


do.] But where this important Concern is 


either totally diſregarded, or but very negli 
gently heeded, what can we expect but that 
ver flowing of Ungodlineſs, which may and 
doth juſtly ate good Men afraid? And i 
not every Family chargeable in ſome fort 
with contributing towards this Overflow, 
where no due care is taken about the Culti 
vation of Religion in it? Are not Gover- 


nors of Families more eſpecially chargeabl 


with this, who, when they have it in ther 
power to prevent the Overflow, as far a 
concerns their own Bounds, do yet take n 
care about it? Shall they not anſwer ti 
God for it, though they are not called upon 
to anſwer for it to Men? 

Being, for my own part, earneſtly deſ- 
rous, that at leaſt one ſmall Diſtrict in the 
Land ſhould be exempted from the Over 
flow, and have a Senſe of Religion planted 
amongſt them and their Poſterity, I addrebW 
You, my Friends, upon this Head. 1 


ade. g — 


- + DaurizR's Frav. TEMuTE's Miſcell. &. 
Whole Account of the excellent Care taken by He: 
thens about Family-Religion and Diſcipline, might 
well make Chriſtians to bluſh, for their own great 
Neglect herein. See and Jay ſeriouſly to heart whit 
Cur lisa declares in Mat. x11. 41, 42. and Lute xl, 
31, 32. and what his Apoſtle intimates, Rom ii. 2, 
and alſo the ep Exel. xvi. 51, 52. 
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| addreſs you ſeriouſly, as becomes your Mi- 


niſter : I addreſs you earneſtly, as becomes 
one that has a true Concern for your Souls. 
© Suffer then a Word of Exhortation.* Suf- 


fer me to adviſe and exhort you. to the ſe- 


rious and conſtant Practice of Religion in 
your Families: And ſuffer me to prevail 
with you to undertake and purſue that Prac- 


- tice, 


By the Practice of Religion in your Fa- 
milies, I mean your conſtant and careful 
Endeavour to plant and promote in every 
one of your Houſhold, the Knowledge, and 


Fear, and Obedience of Gop; I ſhall 


point out three eſpecial Methods to this 
end; Inſtrufiion, Example, Family- Prayer. 

I. Be careful to give good Iꝝſfruction in 
your Families. Inſtruct your Children, 
from their earlieſt Vears, in the Principles 
and Duties of Chriſtianity, Teach them to 
(4) know the Gop of their Fathers,“ to 
love Him, ſerve Him, and obey Him. 
Teach them to know their Saviour ( Jesvs 


E CnrisT, and what He hath done, and will 


do for them; and what they are to do in 


order to pleaſe Him, and obtain an Intereſt 


in Him, and in the great Salvation which 
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(a) 1 Chron, xxvii. 9. (8) John xvii. 3. Heb. 


M. 3. 
He 


GOD, and of the Aſſiſtance of his good 
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( 68 ) 
He hath purchaſed for them. Teach them 
to know the Neceſſity of the (a) Grace of 


Spirit, to diſpoſe and enable them to every 
thing that is good, And teach them alfo 
to pray for that Grace and Aſſiſtance, and 
to pray for it daily and devouily. Seaſon 
and improve their tender Minds whilſt 

are tender, whilſt they are capable of good 
Impreſſions ; leſt they ſhould afterwards 
() be hardened through the Deceittulneſs 
of Sin,* and it becotne impracticable to 
(c) © recover them out of the Snare of the 
Devil. (4) Whom ſhould you teach 
Knowledge ? and whom ſhould you make 
to underſtand Doctrine? Them that are 
weaned from the Milk, and drawn from 
the Breaſts. For Precept muſt be upon 
Precept, Precept upon Precept, Line 
upon Line, Line upon Line; here a 
little, and there a little.“ That is, you 
are to begin betimes with inftructing them; 
you are to proceed ſtep by ſtep ; you are to 
uſe Aſſiduity and Conſtancy; you are ne 
ver to ceaſe your good Endeavours. (e) Ye 
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(a) 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. & xv. 10. Eph. iv. 7. Jam. 
i. 17. 1 Theil. v. 23, % Heb: , . 
6) Heb. iii. 13. 2 Tim. ii. 26, f 161 
xxviii. 9, 10. (e) Deut. xi. 18, 19. & vi. 6, 7. dee 
chap, xxxi. 12. Pfalm Ixxviti 3-7. & cii. 18. & 
xxii. 30, 31. 

« ſhall 


! 069) 
© ſhall lay up theſe my Words in your 
Heart and in your Soul, and you ſhall 
teach them diligently unto your Children, 
© ſpeaking of them when thou ſitteſt in 
Z © thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
„the Way, when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up; that they may learn 
to fear Me all the Days that they ſhall 
live upon the Earth, and that they may 
teach their Children. (a? Train up a 
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Child in che Way that he ſhould go, and 
e when he is old he will not depart from 
hit: He will continue in it with Pleaſure 
e and Delight, and with growing Improve- 
e ment to the end of his Days, through the 
n WW Grace of Gop ; which will ſurely ſecond 
your good Endeavours, if they are carefully 
e continued; or which for certain will not for- 
a W fake him, unleſs he forſakes that Grace firſt; 


| Continue therefore your good Endeavours 
for your Children day by day z yet depend 
more upon the Grace of Gop, than upon 
& WW your Endeavours. Pray for it earneſtly ; 
le for you have a (5) Promiſe, that your 
Prayers for Grace ſhall be heard, 


, — —— — 


dee (a) Prov. xxii. 6. See chap. ii . Gre. chap. i I. 
& W1, Se. chap. v. 1, Sc. chap. vi. 1, wy chap. vii. 
, e % Mat. vii. 111. 


Nor 


(70) 


Nor think yourſelves unconcerned about 
your poor Servants. They have Souls to 
ſave as well as you and your Children, 
And you, as their Governors, are intruſted | 
for the preſent with the Care of their Souls, 
What good Endeavours therefore you be. 
ſtow upon your Children, to train them 
© up in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Loop, the fame good Endeavours be. 
ſtow (and think yourſelves obliged to be-. 
ſtow) upon your Servants, as good Stew- 
* ards of the manifold Grace of Gop ;'| 
that they, together with you, and the ret 
of your Houſhold, may be © Heirs of the 
Grace of Life.“ Teach them diligently, 
and pray for them earneſtly. For know, 


and conſider again and again, that they 
are your Charge, They have left Father 
and Mother to come into your Service, 
Or, perhaps they have neither Father nor 
Mother, Relation nor Friend, to take care 
of them ; or elſe (which is worſe) have ne- 
ver had any care taken about them, as to 
their chief Concern, by their Friends whill 


they were living, or whilſt they were with 


them. And now being come into your 
Family, who ſhould take care of them but 
you, to whom they now properly belong, 
and who have them ever with you to in. 
ftru and befriend them in their beſt Inter- 
eſt? It they aſſiſt you in your worldly 

- Coxcerns, 
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Concerns, ſhould not you aſſiſt them in 
their ſpiritual? Should not their Souls be 
precious to you, which were redeemed at 
no leſs a Price than your own, even with 
the ineſtimable Blood of CHñRISH? Look 
upon them as his Purchaſe, Love, and 
regard, and have compaſſian on them as 
E ſuch. Inſtruct them yourſelves, and ſee 
chat they duly attend the Inſtructions of their 
{ Miniſter. And what they learn from him 
in publick, repeat and remind them of in 


examine them as to what they have learnt 
and profited by it; © be inſtant with them 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeafon,* to this pur- 
poſe. Exhort with all Long-ſuffering 
and Doctrine. And do all with the Spi- 
rit of Love and Kindneſs ; conſidering them 


' "ina Fellow-Creatures and Fellow-Chri- 
Y ſtians 5 and uſing all the Diſcretion you 
i have in you, leſt you ſhould labour in vain. 


If you uſe this honeſt and daily Care (which 
aa! bu are obliged by the Laws of CRRIST 
to uſe) doubt not of Succeſs, and a Bleſſing 
upon yourſelves and them. But if you are 
* unconcerned, and remit all the Care of 

your Servants Souls to your Miniſter, as 


{iis matter, you miſtake your Duty great- 
dly ly, or elſe do preſumptuouſly negle& it, 
Eo” + and 


private. Inculcate the * Word preached ; ?, 


if he alone were to take care of them in 


this Neglect, amongſt others, that ruins 


472) 
and that to your Condemnation, When 
Gop hath commanded, and ſtrictly en- 
Joined every Governor of a Family to take 
heed to his Charge (his ſpiritual Flock 
within his Houſe) and yet all this Care is 
devolved upon the Miniſter -only, what 
Injury is this to thoſe Souls, and to that 
Miniſter ? and what Miniſter, though ever 
fo diligent, can be ſufficient for theſe 
things; eſpecially where the Cure is 
large, as in too many Places it is? It is | 


Religion, and cauſes the Love of % 
© many to wax cold.“ Lay it to heart, 
my Brethren, and confider your Charge. 
For you will hereafter find (I wiſh you 
find it not too late) how much, how very 
much, it concerned you! | 

II. To impreſs your good Inſtructions, WM 
and other Endeavours, the better, both on {Mi 
your Children and Servants, ſtudy in all 
things to give them a good Example. 
Let them hear no ill Words from you; 
nor ſee any ill thing in you. For they 
will ſoon catch the Diſtemper ; they will 
ſoon follow your Example; they will 
ſooner follow your bad Example than 
your good. And how will you harden 
them hereby in Wickedneſs ! They might 


otherwiſe have been innocent, had they 
; | . been 


(73) 


been under good Parents, and good Go- 
vernors: And their Souls might have been 
for ever happy by your means, But you 
may ruin their Souls by your bad Lights: 
For you may lead them, though undeſign- 
edly, into ſuch an early Habit of Sinning, 
© ſuch a Freedom with it, and Fondneſs for 
it, as they ſhall never after, with all their 
power, be able to get rid of. And Lon, 
their own Parents and Governors, who might 
and ought to have been the firſt Inſtruments 
(under Gop) of ſaving them, prove the 
8 fr? Cauſes of undoing them. And how 
will you be able to anſwer for that? How 
will you be able to quiet your own Con- 


ſciences, either in this World or the next, 


when you think on it? Their Blood will 
be upon your Head.“ Their Guilt will 
lie upon your Souls. Which is a terrible 
Conſideration. To avoid which ſad Con- 
ſequence, as the moſt pernicious to you and 
to them, think yourſelves concerned (I be- 
ſeech you) with the utmoſt degree of ſerious 


Concern, to give them a good Example, toge- 
ther with your good Inſtruction; and to let 
* your good Light ſo ſhine before them, and 
before all Men, that they, ſeeing your good 
Works and Chriſtian Behaviour, may be 
* ſtirred up to follow you therein, and there- _ 
by to glorify your Father and theirs which 


is in Heaven.“ Reſolve then every one of 


you, 


(74) | ; 
you, with David, to (a) « behave yourſelveſ 
« wiſely in a perfect way, and to walk both 
within your Houſe,” and out of it, © with 
« a perfect Heart. Reſolve with him, ani 
let every one of your Houſhold know you 
Reſolution, that you vill ſet no wicked 
thing before your Eyes; that you hate 
© the Work of them that turn aſide* unt : 
Wickednels ; z- © that it ſhajl not cleave un. 
to you.“ Say with a holy Zeal and Stez-ſ 
dineſs, * A froward Heart ſhall depan 
from me; I will not know, or keep 

any Correſpondence with, a wicked Per- 
< ſon. Mine Eyes ſhall look upon the 
Faithful, and the Upright, © that they) 
may dwell with me * in my Houſe. 
« He that walketh in a perfect way, he 
* ſhall ſerve me. But he that worketh 
< Deceit, ſhall not dwell within my Houſe. 
He that telleth lyes, ſhall not tarry in| 
my ſight. | 

When theſe your Refoluions 8 are known, 
and uniformly purſued, Vice will be di. 
countenanced in your Family; Religion 
and Virtue will gain ground in its room; 
and you and your Houſhold will daily reap 
the Delight and the Comfort of it. For 
(which is the greateſt Encouragement to 
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(a.) Plalm ci. 1, Cc. 


you 


Ou 


(75) 


vou to promote Religion in your Family, 
both by Example, and Inſtruction, and 
other good Means) Gop hath promiſed 
his Bleſſing to you on your ſo doing; and 
He will ſurely make it good. (a) GOD 
will be merciful unto you, and bleſs you, 
and cauſe his Face to ſhine upon you. 
His Way will be known * in your Houſ- 
hold, and © his ſaving Health among all' 
- that belong to you. (4) He will pour 
cout his Spirit upon your Seed, and his 
{ * Bleſſing upon your Offspring, and on 


all your Charge; and they ſhall ſpring 


up among the Graſs, as Willows by the 
| * Water-courſes, (c) Behold, thus ſhall 
the Man be bleſſed that feareth the 
Lok,“ and traineth up his Charge in 
| his Fear, For, © bleſſed is every one that 
| © feareth the LokRp, that walketh in his 
Ways, and delighteth greatly in his Com- 
| * mandments. For thou ſhalt eat the La- 
bour of thine Hand; happy ſhalt thou 


be, and it ſhall be well with thee. (4) He 
will bleſs them that fear the LoRD, both 
* ſmall and great. The Loxp ſhall in- 
* creaſe you more and. more, you and your 


(4) Pal. Ixvii. 1, 2. (6) Ifai. xliv. 3. 4 f 
cxxviii. 4, 1, 2. ( — C11. 13 (4) Pſal. cxv. 13. 14. 
15. — cxii. 2. | 


H 2 Children. 
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Children, You are the Bleſſed of the 
LoRrD, which made Heaven and Earth, 
The Generation of the Upright ſhall be 
bleſſed. 7 

It was thus that Go p bleſſed faithful 
Abraham; who not only (a) © walked be. 
© fore Him, and was perfect * himfelf, but 
(4) * commanded his Children and hi 
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© Houſhold after him, that they alſo ſhould 


© keep the Way of the LorD, to do Ju- 
« ſbice and Judgment.“ Therefore did Gop 
make to him this greateſt of Promiſes ; 


„That all the Nations of the Earth ſhould 


be blefſed in him; ' giving this expreſsly 
as the Reaſon of that Promiſe, namely, that 
He knew Abraham (knew his Piety and 
Fidelity; and therefore that out of that 


Principle) * he would command his Chil- 


« dren and his Houſhold after him to keep 
the Way of the Lorp,* Ce. It was 


thus, and upon this account, that Gop 


bleſſed holy 706; both becauſe he was 
himſelf (c) © a perfect and upright Man, 
< one that feared Gop, and eſchewed Evil, 
and alſo becauſe he exerciſed a fatherly Care 
about his Children and Houſhold in Mat- 
ters of Religion, being very ſolicitous that 


— 
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(az Gen. xvii 1. ( Gen. xviii, 19, 18. (c) Job 
. e | 
| none 


can 


| none of them ſhould offend Gov, and in- 


terceding daily with Gop for them. Thus 


did Job continually.” It was thus that 
| Gor bleſſed the pious Cornelius, (a) a 
| © devout and a juſt Man, that feared Gop 
with all his Houſe (one of his Houſhold- 


ſervants being, like his Maſter, a devout 


Soldier that waited on him continually) 
which gave much Alms to the People, 
and prayed to Gop alway, And his 


ou Prayers and his Alms came up for a Me- 


| © morial before Gop.*” Whereupon Gop 
ent him the glad Meſſage of the Goſpel. 


On the other hand (to ſhew you the Sin 


and the Danger of neglecting the important 
Charge of Family-Religion) Gop curſed 
Elis Houſe with a perpetual Curſe (4) for 


„the Iniquity which he knew of, but did 


not labour to reform. And what was that ? 
Why, his Sons made themſelves vile, 
and he reſtrained them not; and this 
though daily Complaints were made to him 
| of their Wickedneſs. For (c) he heard? 
(as he owned) © of their evil Doings by all 


the People.” He knew allo that by their 


ill Example they made the LoR 's People 
[© to OS” Yet he wy « ſaid to 
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(a) As x. 2, 22, 7, 4. (6) 1 Sam. i. 13. 


{c} r Sam. ii. 23, 24. 


H 3 them, 
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(96) 
< them, Why do ye ſuch things? Nay, 
my Sons, it is no good Report that | 
© hear, and the like. If it was no good 
Report that he heard, why did he not take 
a proper courlq with them? why did he 
not exerciſe his Power over them, both 2 
| a Father and as a Judge ? (tor he was both) 
| why did he treat them with ſo much Gen. 
| tleneſs of Speech and Behaviour, when the 
| Caſe required Severity? Was it enough 
to ſay coolly to ſuch Miſcreants, Why 
do ye ſuch things? I hear no good Re. 
| port of you, c. Thus it is plain (a 
| Gop tells him) that he honoured his Sons 
| above Gop, by cockering and giving 
| them too much Liberty. And yet it is n 
| leſs plain, that he was in other reſpects 1 
p good Man himſelf ; but this did not excuk 
him: (For it is not ſufficient for us to be 
| good in our own Perſons, unleſs we tak: 
| care of our Families alſo; and we are not 
|. _ truly good ourſelves, if we do not take 
what care we can that they may be good 
likewiſe.) This one Sin of neglecting Fi 
. mily Duties, ruined him and his Children, 
N and Poſterity. For this is the Sentence 
pronounced, which was afterwards execut- 
j ed, (4) ©I will cut off thine Arm * (meaning 


— 


> — 


(a) 1 Sam. ii. 29. (6) 1 Sam. ii. 31, 34, 33, 30 
| g F 


Heart. For, them that honour me, I 


«© purged with Sacrifice nor Offering for 
| © ever, I will perform againſt Zjj, all 


© his Houſe ; When I begin, I. will alſo 


| warning, and ſee to your Houſholds : For 


(79) 

his Power and Dignity) © and the Arm of 
« thy Father's Houſe: Thy two Sons ſhall 
« die both of them in one Day: The In- 
« creaſe of thine Houſe ſhall die in the 
© Flower of their Age: And the Man of 
« thine whom I ſhall not cut off, ſhall be 
© toconſume thine Eyes, and to grieve thine © 


© will honour; but they that deſpiſe me 
© ſhall be lightly eſteemed. (a) Therefore 
© have I ſworn unto the Houſe of Eli, that 
© the Iniquity of Eis Houſe ſhall not be 


© things which I have ſpoken concerning 
© make an end.” Dreadful Example! Take 


they are your Charge; and Gop will exact 
it of you ſooner or later. „ 

I might warn you by other Examples, 
both from Scripture, and other Hiſtories of 
ancient and later Times; which ſhew, in 
multiplied Inſtances, the ſad Effects of 
neglecting the religious Government of Fa- 
milies. And I might refer you to common 
Experience and Obſervation, For you ſte 
plainly the Difference between well-regulated 


OS 
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(a) 1 Sam. 111. 1 % 13. : 
Families, 
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dee; 
< them, Why do ye ſuch things? Nay, 
my Sons, it is no good Report that! 
© hear, and the like. If it was no good 
Report that he heard, why did he not take 
a proper courſ with them? why did he 
not exerciſe his Power over them, both a; 
a Father and as a judge? (for he was both) 
why did he treat them with ſo much Gen- 
tleneſs of Speech and Behaviour, when the 
Caſe required Severity? Was it enough 
to ſay coolly to ſuch Miſcreants, Why 
do ye ſuch things ? I hear no good Re 


port of you, c. Thus it is plain (a 


God tells him) that he honoured his Sons 
above Gop, by cockering and giving 
them too much Liberty. And yet it is no 


leſs plain, that he was in other reſpects : 


good Man himſelf; but this did not excuſ 
him: (For it is not ſufficient for us to be 
good in our own Perſons, unleſs we take 
care of our Families alſo ; and we are not 


truly good ourſelves, if we do not take 


what care we can that "ey may be good 
likewiſe.) This one Sin of neglecting Fa- 
mily Daties, ruined him and his Children, 


and Poſterity. For this is the Sentence 
pronounced, which was afterwards execut- 


ed. (9 * wil cut off thine Arm * (meaning 


— 
8 


— 


(a) 1 Sam. ii. 29. (6) 1 Sam. ii. 1 26 33, 30. 
. ä his 
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his Power and Dignity) © and the Arm of 
| © thy Father's Houſe: Thy two Sons ſhall 
die both of them in one Day: The In- 
6 creaſe of thine Houſe ſhall die in the 
e Flower of their Age: And the Man of 
« thine whom [I ſhall not cut off, ſhall be 
© toconſume thine Eyes, and to grieve thine © 
Heart. For, them that honour me, I 
| © will honour; but they that deſpiſe me 
| © ſhall be lightly eſteemed. (a) Therefore 
© have I ſworn unto the Houſe of EJ:, that 
| © the Iniquity of Eis Houſe ſhall not be 
| «© purged with Sacrifice nor Offering for 
ever. I will perform againſt Eli, all 
© things which 1 have ſpoken concerning 
© his Houſe ; When I begin, I will alſo 
© make an end.“ Dreadful Example! Take 
warning, and ſee to your Houſholds : For 
they are your Charge; and Gop will exact 
it of you ſooner or later. 1 

I might warn you by other Examples, 
both from Scripture, and other Hiſtories of 
ancient and later Times; which ſhew, in 
multiplied Inſtances, the ſad Effects of 
neglecting the religious Government of Fa- 
milies. And I might refer you to common 
Experience and Obſervation, For you ſte 
plainly the Difference between well- regulated 
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(a) 1 Sam. iii, 14, 12,7 


Families, 
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(80) 
Families, and thoſe where Family - diſcipline 
is neglected, and where Men have none of 
the Fear of Gop before their Eyes. From 
whence proceed the ignorant, ſottiſn, rude 
and unmannerly Part of Mankind, but from 


ſuch Families? Nay, from whence proceed 
the ſavage, the prophane, the preſumptuous 
Wicked, and thoſe who are ufually made 2 


Sacrifice to publick Fuſtice, but from 
thence? Therefore (as even a ſober Hea- 
then rightly obſerves) © thoſe Houſes, where 
the Reins of Government are ſlackh 
held, and Diſcipline is neglected, are the 
common Nurſeries of Treachery, Murders, 
© Robberies, Adulteries, and indeed of all 
Manner of Impieties. On the other hand, 
« where domeſtick Diicipline is duly pro- 
« vided: for, it firſt ſerves to make Men 
« modeſt, continent, and obedient at Home; 
« and afterwards, when they come abroad, 
they appear publickly with the ſame good 
« Manners and virtuous Diſpoſitions.“ Re- 
ligion and good Government in a Family, 
is its Stay and Improvement: The want of 
Religion, and want of Government in a 
Family, is its Bane and Undoing. Obſerve 


it when you will, you will find it ſo. 


And, therefore, from hence you may con- 
clude the Neceſſity (the abſolute Neceſſity) 


of religious and virtuous Family-govern- 


ment : Without which, in a Courſe of n 
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all runs to Wreck, as a Ship without a 
Pilot. And even a whole Neighbourhood 
: many times is infected by the Irreligion of 
one, or a few godleſs Families: And not 
only infected, but (which is the natural and 
juſt Conſequence) made to ſuffer difmally 
| ſometimes, for and by the Wickedneſs of 
one, or a few ſuch Families. 


This is Warning ſufficient to you, and 


more than ſufficient; which therefore re- 
quires your lay ing it to Heart. For you 
ſee evidently how the Caſe ſtands, from 
| theſe Inſtances I have given you, both from 
| Scripture and common Experience: Which 
| ſhew, that a Bleſſing, and that from Gop, 
1 attends religious and well-nurtured Families; 
and that a Curſe from him, by what Means 
ſoever it is brought about, or in whatſoever 
| Shape it takes Place, does ſurely at one 
time or other overtake and overturn thoſe 
| Families, where Sin nr and where 
| Religion is neglected. 


It then either Bleſſings or Curſes will 


| awaken 2 here they lie before you, here 


you are forewarned about them. From hence 


you may expect the Bleſſing of Gop on 
the one Hand, if you are diligent in the 


religious Government of your Families. 
From hence, on the other, you may aſſure 


| yourſelves of a Curſe (a "Curſe at leaft in 


the end, and a heavy one it will be) if you 
neglect 


(82) 


neglect your great Charge in this Matter, 


I warn you once more from Gop, and! 
warn you in Love and true Kindneſs. My 
Friends, take this Warning from Gop, and 
from me. Be faithful to your beſt Intereſt, 
and to that of your Houſhold. | 
III. A third and very important Branch 
of Family- religion, which I ſhall recom- 
mend to you, is the ſetting up of the Mor. 
ſip of Gop in your Families, I have re- 
commended this to you before, (as I have 
done the other two.) Permit me to recom- 
mend it, and preſs it upon you, again, 
This Duty is ſadly neglected, even in Fa- 
milies that are called chriſtian, And yet, 
whatever the World may think, no Family 
is or can be truly called chriſtian, that doth 
habitually neglect it. They profeſs indeed 
_ Chriſtianity, they have the Form of God- 
© lineſs? in other Matters, but deny the 
Power of it” in this, which is as great 
an Inſtance of it, perhaps, as moſt, I am 
wel] perſuaded, "that it is nothing elſe but 
the Want of a true Senſe of Piety and 
Chriſtianity, that makes any Family to 
neglect it. For where that Senſe truly pre- 
 vails, eſpecially in Governors of Families, 
I have never known this Duty diſregarded, 
but religiouſly obſerved, with Order and 
Decency, and much Benefit. That you, 
my Neighbours and Friends, may be ſtirred 
— up 
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up to the ſerious Practice of this Duty in 
hour Families, whatever others do, I would 
| prevail with you, if poſſible, by a few 
plain and perſuaſive Arguments. Which 
I therefore hope you will liſten to. As, 
1. Conſider that you are, or profeſs 

| yourſelves to be, Families of Chriſtians. 
And ſhall Families of real Chriſtians be 
without the Worſhip of Gop in them? 
How inconſiſtent is this with the Name of 
| a chriſtian Family? The very Name of a 
| chriſtian Family implies a Family that has 
a more lively Senſe of Religion, and is un- 
der more powerful Obligations to the Exer- 
| ciſe of it, than thoſe who know not Gop, 
* and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And yet (as I could. 
| ſhew) even heathen Families did and do, 
after their Manner, pray to their Maker. 

And wherein are ye better than. they, or 
rather are ye not worſe than they, as to this 
| Matter, if whilſt they have Family-devotions, 
jou have none? (a) The Righteous, we 
* are told, is more excellent than his Neigh- 
| © bour,” If ye are truly + pa truly 
| Chriſttan, ye will ſhew yourſelves more ex- 
cellent in this Inſtance, . For this is one Part 
of chriſtian Excellence, viz. to be pious 


(2) Prov. xu. 26. 


and 
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and devout; even more ſo than other Peo. 


ple, who have leſs Light, and leſs Aſſiſtance, 


(a) Te are the Light of the World, * faith 


_ Chriſt to all his Followers. (4) © Let your 


Light therefore ſo ſhine before Men, by 
your good Works* of every Kind (and 
why not by Family-worſhip amongſt others?) 
That they ? being led on by your Exam- 
ple, may with you, and in Imitation of 
you, glorify your Father which is Heaven, 
And be ye perfect as much as poſlible in 
every Inſtance, * as your Father which is in 
Heaven is perfect. (c A City that is 
© ſet on an Hill, cannot be hid. Neither 
do Men light a Candle and put it under 
< a Buſhel; but on a Candleſtick, and it 
© giveth Light to all that are in the Houſe, 
© (a) But if the Light that is or ought to 
© be in you, be Darkneſs * (as undoubtedly 
it is in this Particular, if you ſuppreſs 
your Light) © how great is that Darkneſs ?' 


A Darkneſs ſurely which cannot be ſuppoſed 


to be in true Chriſtians, For the (e « Chil- 
< dren of the Light will walk as Chi 
© dren of the Light?, and ſtudy in all 
things to promote God's Honour among 


— 


(a) Mat. v. 14. (6) Ver. 16, 48. (c) Ver. 
14, 15. (d) Mat. vi. 23. (e) Eph. v. 8. 
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Men, by promoting a Senſe of Piety in 
their Minds, and the Practice of it in their 
Lives; which this Act of Religion (as ſhall 
be ſhewn hereafter ) is excellently calcu- 
| lated to promote in both. Conſider your- 
| ſelves then as Chriſtian Families; and know 
that Chriſtian Families cannot be without 
Devotion. (aj Know ye not that CHRIST 
© js in you, except ye be Reprobates? If 
the Spirit of CHRIST truly dwelleth in you, 
He will excite you to Devotion and Prayer. 
For his Spirit is a () © Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication.“ But where there is no Sup- 
WW plication, there is no true Grace. And 
where there is neither of theſe in a Family, 
WW thoſe Houſes which ſhould be Bezhels, 
\ WW Houſes of Gop, are too commonly, if not 
| always Bethavens, Houſes of Iniquity. The 
Houſes of all the holy Men of Gop in all 
Ages were eminent for Devotion and Piety ; 
0 
. 


as thoſe of the irreligious ſort were noted 
for the (c Neglect of it. (4) Abraham, 
| {/2ac, and Jacob, in their ſeveral Removes 
from place to place, carried the Senſe of 
Gop and Religion along with them, and 
ſet up Family Worſhip wherever they 
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(a) 2 Cor. xiii 5. (%% Zech. xii. 10. (e) Jer. 
X. 25. (d) See Gen. x11. 7, 8. & xxi 33. & Xxxi. 
25. & xxxiii. 20. & XXXV. 1, 3, 7, 14. 


1 came. 


— 


„ 
came. (a) Job offered up daily Sacrifices 
in his Houſe; and therefore, for certain, 
called daily upon Gop therein, together 
with his Houſhold. G David bleſſed 
his Houſhold ;* which is juſtly ſuppoſed 
to have been by Invocation and Prayer in 


his Family, and that in a ſtated Courſe, 


(c) Daniel prayed in his Houſe daily, no 
leſs than three times a Day, and gave 
© Thanks unto his Gop,” without omitting 
his Cuſtom, notwithſtanding he knew the 
ſevere Decree that forbade it. And having 
probably a large Family, as prime Miniſter 
of State, he prayed therein ſo openly, that 
his Adverſaries might eaſily know his Prac- 
tice, and upon that Knowledge lodge their 
Accuſation againſt him. (4) Cornelius, a 
« devout Man, feared Gop * (which always 
includes the Worſhipping of Him) with 
< all his Houſe, or Houſhold, And, not 
improbably, he was engaged in Family- 
Worſhip, when the Angel brought him the 
glad Meſſage. For he was then, as he ſays, 
c praying in his Houſe: * which the Scri- 

ture very commonly puts for Hon ſboll. 
Bur (which more nearly concerns us) that 


—— 


: 1 7 AA K (6) 2 Sam, vi. 20, (c) Dan. vi 
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| the (a) firſt Chriſtians prayed in their Fa- 
| milies, no one doubts: For it is clear be- 
| yond Exception. And for this Reaſon it 
is, amongſt others, that ſome Chriſtian Fa- 


milies, which conſiſted altogether of Chri- 
ſtians, were dignified by the Name of 
) Churches. And well they might, where 
they uſed daily Prayer and Supplication. 
But where they did not, they could in no 


Senſe be intitled to that Name. That ſuch 


Families were Families of diſtinguiſhed Piety, 
is certain. And where any Chriſtian Fa- 
milies amongſt us are ſuch, they might 
very allowably (for aught I ſee) in a lower 


| Senſe, be ſtyled Churches ſtill; yet no 


otherwiſe cen as they are Part of, and 
therefore do hold Communion with, the 


| Church of Gop in publick. But now, 


2. If private Families do hold Commu- 
nion with the Church of Gop in publick 
(as unqueſtionably every Chriſtian Family 


doth) this renews and heightens the Obliga- 
tion to Family-Prayer. For, whatever 
| tends to the Honour and Edification of that 
Society (which is the bleſſed Company of 
Kall faithful People, united under CHRIST 


* 1 


n 


— 


155 8 Chrift. part. 1. chap. 9. See 


Acts xii. () Rom. xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xvi. 9, 


Col. iv. 1 1 Philem. ver. 2. 
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their Lord) whatever tends to make this 
_ Chriſtian Feruſalem the Joy of the whole 
Earth, and to ſtrengthen the Ties of iſ 
holy Love and Endearment between all its 
Members; thrs certainly is a Duty incum- 
vent upon all ſuch Members, whether they 
regard themſelves as private Perſons, or ax 
joined together in fo many different Fami. 
lies. Now that the conſtant Practice of 
ſincere Devotion in Chriſtian Families, doth 
tend to accompliſh theſe happy Ends, is 
evident beyond all room for doubting. For 
when Chriſtian Families diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from all others by the daily Sacrifice 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving, acknowledg - 
ing therein the univerſal « Father of infinite 
« Majeſty, his honourable, true, and only 
Son, with the Holy Ghoſt the Comfor: 
© ter (whom the holy Church throughout 
the World doth daily acknowledge ? ) this 
carries on the great Deſign of founding the 
Church of Gop, this ſpreads a divine Lea- 
ven through the Breafts of all its Members, 
this diffuſes that Leaven into the Breaſts of 
others, even of Unbelievers and Aliens; 
lo that, * being convinced of all, being 
© judged of all, they will report that Go 
is in ſuch Worſhippers of a truth, and 
© will thereupon be happily induced to cloſe 
© in with them, and worſhip. the ſame holy 
© and merciful Gop. And beſides, 2 
ud, 
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ſaid, this tends to ſtrengthen the Bond of 
Union and Love between the Members of 


I this Body. For by this means there is a 


kind and friendly Intercourſe of daily Pray- 


ers between the ſeveral Families of the uni- 


verſal Body, each Family charitably inter- 


ceding with Gop for other Families therein, 


and all for the Church in general, as the 
Church in general doth for every Member 
of it. And this certainly ſtrengthens and 
increaſes LO ve. And I am perſuaded that 


there would be a greater Harmony in the 


Church of Gop, greater Condeſcenſion and 


Forbearance, and fewer Diviſions among 
Fellow- Believers and Chriſtian Brethren, if 
Family-Prayer was duly cultivated. The 
| gracious Father of all, in anſwer to our 
daily and united Requeſts, would, no doubt, 
pour down more and more the Spirit of 
Love and Unanimity. into our Breaſts; and 
our ſpiritual Zion would, by the ſweeteſt 
and gentleſt Methods (thoſe of Love, not 
of Conſtraint) become at laſt a City? 
that ſhould appear to be intirely © at unity- 
ein itſelf, 9 


3. It may alſo be proper to be conſider. 


led, that the Church of England in particu- 


lar doth very piouſly ſuggeſt to us the Duty 
of Family-Prayer. For, ſince it enjoins 
daily Worſhip Morning and Evening in 


publick, and requires ſome of every Family 


3 | to 
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Joint Devotion offered up every Day by 


For herein at leaſt they act up to thell 


(0). 
to attend, the leaſt that this can be ſuppoſed 
to intimate to us is, that there ought to be 


thoſe who are in communion with this 
Church. And if it be found, by unhappy 
Experience, that ſuch Devotion cannot bei 
regularly offered' up in publick, ſhould 
not this engage us (and ſhould we not there- 
fore ſtudy the more, as far as in us lies, to 
anſwer the godly Intent of our Church, by 
offering up ſuch Devotion in private? And 
how can we offer up joint Devotion in pri- 
vate, but by joining together daily in Fa- 
mily- Prayer? Which if we do not, we 
ſhew (to ſpeak the leaſt) that we have not 
a due Regard to the commendable Efſta- 
bliſhment of our Church in this Matter. 
4. I might preſs this Argument further, 
by putting you in mind of the good Care 
taken in this regard, by thoſe of oz her Con- 
munions For, both here in Exgland and 
abroad, Family- Devotion, as is ſaid, l 
much more uſed by thoſe of other Perſua- 


ſions, than by the Members of the Church! 


of England. What ſhall we ſay to this 
my Brethren ? Shall we praiſe them for 1!, 
or ſhall we not? We cannot- chuſe but 
praiſe them, if we give them their due: 


Duty. But then, by praiſing them, we 
certainly condemn ourſeives, For we leave 
N Out 
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our Duty, in this Inſtance, undone z which 
hey perform. We uſually condemn them, 
it is true (I mean thoſe that live among us, 
yet ſeparate from us) and, no doubt, con- 
demn them with good reaſon, when they 
| ſhew themſelves factious. But ſurely we 
ſhould not condemn the Pious with the 
Factious. This, unprejudiced Reaſon will 
not juſtify: Nor will the Goſpel fail con- 
demning it. But if, notwithſtanding, we 
ſhall ſtill go on to condemn them in the 
bulk, or (which 1s often the. Caſe) to re- 
proach them for that which we ourſelves 
ought, but neglect, to practiſe, will not 
(and doth not) their Practice much more 
juſtly reproach our Neglect, and condemn 
us for that Neglect? And what do you 
think a diſintereſted Perſon would judge in 
this Caſe ? Would he not, judging fairly 
betwixt both, eaſily diſcern. on which Side- 
the Advantage lies, which. have the moſt 
Senſe of Piety, we or they? And (to our- 
| Shame I ſpeak it) might he not be apt to 
| judge from hence, that they are under better 
Means of Edification than we? Tf we are 
under better, why do we not ſhew it? If 
they are under worſe, how come they to 
act better? Now, my Friends, which way 
ſhould you be able to anſwer theſe Que- 
ſtions of an indifferent Judge between us 
and them? If you ſhould ſay, Our Church 

is 


5 CT 
is Better; might he not aſk, Doth your 
Practice ſhew it? And if your Practice 
doth not ſhew eit, wherein are you the bet. 
ter for your being of a better Church? II 
you condemn them of Singularity, their 
better Practice will condemn you of Im. 
iety. And which is the worſe of the two? 
t you condemn them of Separation, their 
Piety will condemn you of a greater, a Se. 
paration from Gop as well as the Church. 
And whilſt you commend your Church in 
Words, do they not commend it more in 
Practice, by practiſing that ſerious Holineſs 
which it enjoins; whilft you in fact diſpa- 
rage it, by neglecting that Practice, though an 
the Church enjoins it? You conform indeed th 
outwardly to the Church, and fo are reputed MW 
Members of it; but do they not conform of 
to it to better Purpoſe, when in the Spirit, MW in 
though not in the Letter, they conform to it. 
its excellent Piety (which is by far the more MW an 
valuable kind of Conformity) when you in- th 
deed rather oppoſe and divide from your I (a. 
Church, whilſt living under its Admini- fo 
ſtrations you remain unimpreſſed with its WM th 
Piety, and divide its inward Holineſs from fo 
the outward Obſervance of its Rules. For, in 
as he is not a Jew which is one outwardly, ¶ ſa 
ſo neither is he a Conformiſt, in the trueit W w 
and beſt Senſe, who doth not conform to C 
the Spirit, the inward Piety and Ys W 
| 0 
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of the Church. The Conſtitution of our 
Church is unqueſtionably pious; but we, 
its profeſſed Members, are too often im- 
| pious. Of which, the genera] Neglect of 
Family-Devotion amongſt us (Oh that I 
could conceal it from the World, or reform 
it!) is, too flagrant a Proof. Do we in- 
deed think it is no Duty? or elſo do we 
flatter ourſelves, that there is no Danger in 


W ncgleting a Duty, though we know it? 


But others know it, and take better Care. 
For they know (I would we alſo knew, or 
did conſider as well as know) that much, 
very much, depends upon it. They know, 
and their Practice ſhews that they conſider, 
that it is Part of the daily and neceſſary 
Food both of their own Souls, and of thoſe 
of their Families. But we ſeem to remain 
inſenſible of this. Why elſe do we neglect 
it? And if we do neglect it, how ſhall we 
anſwer it? If we deprive our Families of 
this daily ſpiritual Food of their Souls, which 
(as I ſhall ſhew preſently) is ſo profitable 
for their Improvement, and is therefore 
their due, ſhall we be able to anfwer it be- 
fore Gop, or to plead that we have not 
Injured our Families? Shall we be able to 
fy, or to think, with any Comfort, that 
we fed their Bodies, when we know in our 
Conſciences that we ſtarved their Souls, 
wh:ch were of far more Value? And will 
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it not cauſe'a piercing Regret to us, u 

the Day of Judgment, to hear thoſe 
Souls, whom we have thus ſtarved by ou: 
Neglect of Prayer, ſay (as they well may iſ 
both then and now) How many hired 
© Servants in other Families had Bread 
enough and to ſpare, whilſt we in your 
c periſhed for Hunger? And what can 
you, at that awful Judgment, fay to thok 
other Families, whom you now perhaps re- 
proach and vilify, and that (it may be ſome. 
times) for no other Reaſon but becauſe they 
were more pious than yourſelves? Yes, ve 
may reproach them; but it concerns us ſad. 
ly to take care, that that Reproach which 
we caſt upon them for their Piety, do no {Wc 
recoil with a double Vengeance upon our- Wthi 
ſelves at laſt for our Impiety : Becauſe Fa 
ſay it again) we reproach them, but very ber 
unjuſtly, for that very thing which we ought pie 
to have done ourſelves, but neglected. What- Wot 
ever we may think at preſent, this will cer- Min 
tainly be the Reſult at laſt ; They, though MWloſ 
our Brethren, will, as well as the (a) Hea- N thi 
thens, one day © rife up in Judgment againſt I Int 
dus, and condemn us, ' for that Neglect, 
which we perhaps never dreamed before Hari 
would come under Condemnation, But we WD; 
— Def 
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(a, Mat. xii. 41, 42. Luke xi. 31, 32. NO! 


ſhall 


_ 


3 (95) 
call find it then, though too late; and 
mall, with fruitleſs Sorrow, repent our 
Indolence. Think of this whilſt you have 
ne Day before you, before the Night 
« cometh, when no Man can work. And 
to excite you ſtill further to this, I muſt 
Idefire you to attend to another Argument. 
5. You that are Houſholders ought to 
conſider the Obligation you lie under, to 
ſet up this Practice in your Families, as 
you are FHoaſbolders, Every Houſholder, 
profeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian, is obliged, 
to the utmoſt of his Power, by all good 
Means, to promote the Honour of Gop, 
and the Good of Souls in his Houſhold. 
Now one good Means, happily adapted to 
this End, is that of religious Worſhip in a 
Family, Becauſe, as a juſt Homage is 
hereby paid to the Creator; ſo a Senſe of 
Piety is hereby inſtilled into the Members 
of the Houſhold : Which otherwiſe might, 
in great meaſure, be in danger of being 
loſt, And therefore, to explain and inforce 
this Conſideration under more particular 
laſtances, . 
6. Laſtly, conſider the ſpecial Advantages 
ariſing from this Practice, as well as the 
advantages flowing from the Neglect 
et it. 7 15 
(1) The Advantages are many. Will 
not your Family, under the Grace of Go p, 
19 (which 
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(which you are drawing down upon your: 
ſelves by this means) become hereby mot 


ſenſible of their religious Concerns, mor 


careful to purſue them, as well as mor: 
knowing about them? For all good Pray. 


ers have a viſible Tendency to this End; 


and being daily uſed in a Family, mut 


make conſiderable Impreſſion, on Mind 


that are capable of Impreſſion, For herei 


you and your Family are every day ſolemn. 
ly reminded of an Almighty Being that 
made you, that continually governs and 
preſerves you; and to whom therefore you 
owe all poſſible Gratitude, Love, and Obe. 
dience; with juſt Reverence and Fear, 


Herein you place yourſelves as in his Pre- 


ſence, you caſt yourſelves down before him, 
you humbly apply to the Throne of hi 
Grace for Mercy and Pardon of your 


Sins; you acknowledge you have no Wor: 


thineſs in you to obtain Remiſſion of them, 


and Acceptance with Him; but profeß 


your whole Dependence to be on the Merit 
of CHRIST, in whom alone you are ac- 
cepted, through Faith in his Blood, joined 
wick ſincere Repentance, and real Purpoſe 
of Amendment. And ſeeing you are (u 
you confeſs) frail and weak Creatures 0 
yourſelves, unable in your own Strength te 
periorm theſe Purpoſes, you beg of Hin 
the Aids of his Almighty Grace to enable 


you | 
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you to this End, And further; herein you 


acknowledge (you and yours) that your 


whole and daily Dependence for Preſerva- 


tion, Protection, and a Bleſſing on your 
honeſt Labours, and on the Management 
of all your Concerns, is placed only upon 


60D; that you have nothing but what you 


have from Him, neither the Uſe of your 


Reaſon and your Senſes, your. Health and 


Strength, nor any other Advantage that 
appertains to your Bodies or Souls; for all 
which therefore you join, as you are in the 


utmoſt Duty bound, to expreſs your Obli- 
| cations and Thanks to Him. And further 


ſtill, herein you join, as Chriſtian Charity 


| obliges you, in interceding with Him for 


all Mankind, for Fews, for Heathens, for 
Chriſtians, for all that are in Diſtreſs and 
Miſery, for al} your Neighbours and 


Friends; that the Riches of his Grace may 
| ſupply all their Needs ſpiritual and tempo- 
tal, and that all may obey his Will, as it 


is revealed in CHRIST JESsus. Now do 
not all and each of theſe Principles, which 
neceſſarily make Part of the Matter of every 
Chriſtian Prayer, tend to inſtruct, or at 
leaſt to confirm you and your Houſhold, 
and that daily, in a juſt Knowledge ot 
Chriſtianity ? And do they not powertully 
(with the Help of that Grace you are beg- 
ging for) ſtir up the Minds of the Worſhip- 

K pers 
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pers to purſue the Intent of that Know. 
ledge, by diſpoſing every one of you to be 
ſober, ſerious, humble, penitent, obedient, 


thankful, charitable : ; to live under a conti. 
nual Senſe of Gop, and of your Dependence 
on Him, and to be therefore careful to 
pleaſe Him in all your Ways, and in al 


your Buſineſs and Dealings in the World? 
Can you pray to Him thus daily in your, 


Family, and not live in his Fear ? Can you 
every day beg Forgiveneſs of Him, and 
yet every day return to thoſe Sins which 


you have begged the Forgiveneſs of? Can 


you every day profeſs your Repentance, and 
yet every day ſhew yourſeives impenitent? 
Can you every day beg Grace to lead 2 
Chriſtian Life, and yet every day abu: 
that Grace, by living unchriſtianly ? Daily 


and devout Prayers will ſurely, by degrees, 


get the better of an Habit of Sinning; or 


elſe that Habit, if ſo powerful a Remedy 
proves ineffectual to ſubdue it, will as ſure- 


ly in time turn Prayers out of doors : And 
then the Habit will increaſe ; and the Sinner 
may never recover. That many, who 
might otherwiſe have proved great Sinners, 
are kept back from ſinning, and cauſed to 
be more upon their guard, may be great!y 
owing (under the Grace of Gp) to their 


living in ſuch Families where daily Prayer 


is uſed, Which when they leave, they 
= more 
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| more ſenſibly perceive the Power of Temp- 
tation, and more tamely yield to it; as 
many have fadly confeſſed afterwards, Lou 
cannot imagine the Good you may do to 

| your Children and Servants, as well as to 

| yourfelves, by the daily Uſe of Prayer in 
your Families: And, on the other hand, 
you cannot be ſure how great the ill Con- 

| ſequence may be of neglecting it. You 
cannot be ſure how far any ill Habits you 
may perceive to be in yourſelves or them, 

| may be owing to the Diſuſe of it, For 

| Gop may juſtly withhold his Grace from 
| thoſe Families that never pray to Him. 
And it is but too probable that ſome would 
never pray by themſelves in private: Which 
makes it the more neceſſary to call upon 
them to attend Family Prayer. Nor can 

| you be ſure how far your Unſucceſsfulneſs 
| ven in your worldly Affairs may be W. 

ing to your Neglect of this Duty. For 

bere allo Gop may juſtly withhold his 
WW Biclling, when you withhold from Him 
he Homage which is juftly owing from 
Jou to Him. e | 
1 might urge this Duty further from an- 
other Conſideration, You hereby initiate - 
your Children and Servants in a Habit of 
| Pity: Which may be a Means, under 
Gop, to make them obſerve the ſame good 
Duty in their own Families afterwards, And 
DS ans. 
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thus you not only maintain Religion among 
yourſelves at preſent, but derive it down to 


your Deſcendants (and thereby the Bleſſing 


of Gop with it) and make it ſpread amongſt 


other Families, And happy Experienc 


hath confirmed this Obſervation in many In. 
ſtances. For there are many Families now 
living (and ſome of them perhaps in thi 


Neighbourhood) who can atteſt this Truth, 


by their continuing carefully to obſerve th 
godly Practice of their Forefathers: Which, 
had it not been the Practice of their Foreſa- 
thers, might poſſibly have been none of 
theirs But Gop is pleaſed to continue 2 
Senſe of Piety in thoſe Families which have 
becn carefully trained up therein: And the 


holy Flame being once kindled, is apt to 


laſt and ſpread. 

Wes alſo, that you are hereby like to 
elves and Families in another 
are like to become more en- 
— 4 to each other by your daily joinin 


in Family Prayer. Your Breaſts will be 


infpired with mutual Love and Good- wil 
more and more. For what can make you 
more loving to each other, than to conſid 
yourſelves as a little Society belonging to 
the ſame. Gop, the ſame Saviour, and 
praying together daily and devoutly to thit 
Gop and Saviour, in the behalf of each 
other * ? Will not your Feu burn within 

5 vO⁰ 


CT l — * wad 


— w_ x bode fp Law — — CD ſ— 


— 


= ( 101 ) | 
you, when you conſider this, and find it to 
be Fact? Will not Kindneſs and Compla- 
cency, and a brotherly Eſteem for each 
other, fill your Souls? Will not your CH. 
dren and Servants love and regard you their 
Parents and Governors the more, whom 
they ſee to be thus pious and religious in 
your Families, and whom they daily hear 
| interceding ſo kindly to Gop for them? 
And will not you alſo, on this very ſcore 
(as you ſee them lovingly join with you). 
regard and love them again? And will you 
not love your Neighbours the more, and 
they you, as you daily and affectionately 
exchange the good Office of interceding for 
each other? III-will and Hatred cannot 
continue in the Breaſts of thoſe that in 
good earneſt pray for their Neighbours, for 
the Fellow- members of their Family, and 
for others. It will die away more and 
more; and Love will ſpring up more and 


more in his room. For Prayer isa Means 


appointed by Gop for this End, amongſt- 
others. It is a very powerful Means, if 
duly uſed, to promote Love and Unanimity © 
among Brethren; and indeed to promote 
every valuable Quality in the Minds and 
Manners of true Worſhippers. Therefore 
practiſe Prayer, and practiſe it in your 
Families. For this may be more effectual 
to theſe Purpoſes, than ſecret Prayer only; 

| I-23 though 
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though that allo is to be commended, and 
_ daily practiſed. Beſides, the more of you 
Join together in Prayer, the greater Pro. 
miſes are made to your Prayer. Which 
thould the more engage you to attend the 
Joint Prayers of the Church. Next to 
which, in this reſpect, are the joint Prayer 
of a Family: To which, though a leſſer 
Community, doubt not but CHRIST will 
vouch ſafe his gracious Preſence and Bleſſing. 
For he hath promiſed that (a) * where but 
two or three * (whether in a Family c. 
elſewhere) © are gathered together in his 
Name, there will He be in the midlt of 
© them: And if two of you (ſays He) ſhall 
agree on Earth as touching any thing 
that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for 
them of my Father which is in Heaven? 
All theſs Conſiderations ſurely, if culy 
weighed, muſt convince you of the great 
Advantages of Family Prayer; and, 
they convince you, mult engage your Re 
ſolutions to the Practice of it. 

(2) On the other hand, conſider the in- 
nite M/chiefs of neglecting Family Prayer, 
Only obſerve irreligious Families, where 
there are no Prayers at all, nor any otic! 
Exercifes of Religion, and I need not 
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| point out to you thoſe Miſchiefs, They 
| They take very little or no Care of their 
| Souls ; and have no juſt Regard either to 
| the Souls or Bodies of others. They mind 


without looking forwards toward the other. 
| © morrow we die. (a) What is the Al- 


| © unto Him ? ' What is like to be the Exd 


| brutiſh Stupidity, and Neglect of all Reli- 
gion, when you, from whom they might 


| yourſelves? Do you not hereby harden them 
in their Impiety? They think them̃ſelves 
as ſafe as their Neighbours. And if they 
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ſem to © live without God in the World.” | 


only their own little Intereſts in this World, 


They ſay, at leaſt in the Language of their 
Hearts, Let us eat and drink, for to 


mighty, that we ſhould ſerve Him? and 
what Profit ſhould we have if we pray 


of theſe Men? Now do you not, my Bre- 
thren, give ſuch ſtupid brutiſh Families too 
much Encouragement to continue in their 


expect better things, ſhew a Neglect of it 


themſclves have no Prayers in their Fami- 
lies, they. ſee their Neighbours have none ; 
and ſo conclude themſel ves to be upon equal 
Footing with them. And how can the 

ever be brought to pray in their Families, 
when thoſe that are ſcemingly more ſober 
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and ſerious do never pray in theirs? Take 


heed therefore that you do not put a Stum- 
bling: block in the way of others by your 


Neglect, and that you do not increaſe your 
Guilt and theirs by this means, and conſe- 
quently increaſe your common Condemna- 
tion. Dn 

Thus I have faithfully repreſented to you 
the Arguments which ſhould prevail with 
you in this Matter. If theſe Argument 
have any Weight with you, they will, with 
the Grace of Gop, ſtir up every conſide. 
rate Family amongſt you to join in daily 
Prayer. For you cannot remain prayerlels 
Families, and be guiltleſs, after you have 
duly conſidered the Force and Obligation 
of theſe Arguments: Becauſe you then {in 
againſt Conſcience, if you are convinced 
of, and yet neglect your Duty. And you 
cannot but be convinced, if you duly attend 
to the Arguments uſed, If therefore you 
are convinced by the Arguments, and yet 
withſtand the Force of them, by refuſing 
to comply with them, though you are per- 
ſuaded that you ought to comply; the 
leaſt, I think, that can be ſaid of you 1s 
this (and you may certainly, though ſadly, 
conclude the thing to be true) viz. That 
you have not as yet the Grace of Gop as 
you ſhould have; that it hath not as yet 
xs due Power upon your Hearts, And the 
| | Conſe- 
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| Conſequetice will be, if you continue thus 
to fin wilfully againſt Knowledge, by con- 


IF tinuing to omit a Duty which you are per- 


| ſuaded is your Duty, that the Grace of Gop 
after repeated Endeavours to prevail with 
you, but to no purpoſe, will at length quite 
| forſake you, and leave you to yourſelves, 
and your own Ways: And then what a 
Condition are you in? And the plain Rea- 
| ſon of your being forſaken by his Grace, is 


| this: Becauſe you (a) © have done deſpite | 


{ © unto the Spirit of Grace,“ which hath 
| kindly, though unſucceſsfully, attempted 
| your Recovery, But then, if this be the 
| Caſe, it concerns you ſerioufly to confider 
what follows; viz. (4) Vengeance be- 
| + longeth unto Me, I will recompenſe, faith 
| © the Lory,” And again; © The Lorp 
| © ſhall judge his People. It is a fearful 


| © thing to fall into the Hands of the living 


| © God. (c) But, Beloved, we are per- 
ſuaded, or would willingly and gladly 
| be perſuaded, better things of you, and 
| © things that accompany Salvation, though 
| © we thus ſpeak. (4) For Gop hath not 
| © appointed you to Wrath, but to obtain 
Salvation by our Lord Tesus CHRIST,” 
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if ye obey his Will in Him, and devor 


yourſelves and your Families faithfully u 
his Service. 

Having uſed my beſt Endeavours for 
your Satisfaction in this Matter (and you 
all well know I aim at your Good herein 
I venture to promiſe myſelf, that all the 
bet amongſt you will comply with my 
Exhortationss For why, my Friends, 
ſhould you not comply? And why ſhoul; 
you give me Cauſe to grieve for your 
Neglect, when you fee I am ſo earneſtly 
deſirous of your Well-doing, and have ſo 
tender a Value for the Welfare of your 
Souls? 

On the other hand, I well foreſee that 
others amongſt you, who have a leſs ſhare 
of the Spirit of Religion, and do more re- 


gard the World than their Souls, may 
plead ſome few Excuſes, or H indrances 


I ſhall not trouble myſelf to anſwer every 
little Impediment that may be pretended, 


| (for it were endleſs to anſwer all petty Ex- 
cuſes, that Men who love not their Duty 
may invent) but, to comply with the Weak- 


neſſes of Men, and give all reaſonable Satil- 


faction to ſuch as will hear Reaſon, I ſhall 


here briefly conſider a few of the chief and 
moſt obvious Excuſes, and endeavour to 
remove them; giving you the Word of 


Gop FRONT to bear down ſuch weak Sug- 
| geſtions 
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geſtions, and deſiring you to « conſider 
e earneſtly with yourſelves how little ſuch 
ſeigned Excuſes will avail before Him," 
| when you come to be tried before his Judg- 
E ment-ſeat. | 


(1) If you ſhould ſay or think, that 


worlaly Buſineſs, which is neceſſary to be 
minded, will be a Hindrance to you, and 
that you have not ſufficient Leiſure for Fa- 
mily Devotion; pray conſider that you 
| have, or at leaſt can give yourſelves, Lei- 
| ſure for other Matters that are leſs neceſſary, 
your worldly Buſineſs notwithſtanding, 
| But particularly conſider what Gop ſays: 
(a) What is a Man profited it he ſhall 
„gain the whole World, and loſe his own 
Soul? or what ſhall a Van give in ex- 
change for his Soul? () It is vain [it 
is bur loſt labour] for you to riſe up early, 
[* to fit up late, to eat the Bread of [ Care- 
fulneſs and] Sorrows.” Without the Bleſſing 
of Gop, all is to no purpoſe. © For ſo 
© He giveth his Beloved Sleep. (c) La- 
| © bour not to be rich ? [labour not ſo much 
for the things of this World, as for the 
things of Eternity: J (4) © For a Man's 
a Life and Happineſs conſiſteth not in the 


n 


(2) Mat. xvi. 26. (1) pfalm cxxvii. 2. (c Prov. | 


li. 4. (4d) Lake Ni. 4 5. 
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© abundance of the things which he poſſeſſ 
eth. (a) And the Cares of this World 
< choke the Word, ſo that it becometh un- 
© fruitful, () Labour not [ labour not 
near ſo much] for the Meat which periſh 
eth, as for that which endureth to ever. 
6 laſting Life. (c) Ye cannot ſerve Gos 
and Mammon. (d) Set your Affection 
© therefore on things above, not on things 
eon the Earth, (e) Seek ye firſt the King. 
dom of Gop, and his Righteouſneſs; and 
© all other things ſhall be added unto you, 
( f ) © Godlineſs with Contentment is great 
© Gain, We brought nothing into thi 
World, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out. Therefore having but even 
Food and Raiment, let us therewith be 
content. (g) O fear the Logo, all ye 
his Saints: for there is no Want to them 
that fear Him, They that ſeek the 
Lok p, ſhall not want any good thing) 
Here are the Promiſes of Gop : Will you WM © 
believe them, or will you not believe them! 
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And dare you commit your Concerns to [th 
Him, in a Juſt Reliance on his good Pro- 
vidence, or dare you not? * 

an 
Re 


(a) Mark iv. 19. (3) John vi. 27. (c) Mat 
W's 24. (4) Col. ii. 2. , Mat. vi. 23. 
22 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7, 8. (g) Pſalm xxxiv. 9, 10. 
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(2) It the Uncommonneſs of the thing, 
er the great Neglect of it in others, hinders 


jou and your Family from ſetting about 


this Duty; conſider ſeriouſly whether you 
can anſwer it to Gop, or to your own 
Conſciences, that you have neglected your 


| Duty becauſe others neglected theirs? Others 


perhaps curſe and ſwear, and do an hundred 


ill things beſides: Muſt you do ſo too? 


Muſt you obey and follow Man, rather 


than Gop ? Others wholly neglect going 


to Church: Muſt you therefore ſtay at 


home, becauſe theſe Men, who have no 


Fear of Gop before their Eyes, abſent 


| themſelves from the publick Worſhip? Tel! 
me truly; Would you venture your worldly 
| Affairs on ſuch a Bottom? Would you, 
for inſtance, ruin yourſelves and Children, 


becauſe others do ſo, by ſquandering away 


| all that they have in Riot and Exceſs? or 


by living idle and indolent, and taking no 


care of their Concerns? Would you follow 


a Multitude running into a Flame, or 


| throwing themſelves down a Precipice, or 


madly putting out their Eyes? Conſider 
this, and examine it well, Remember 
hat Gop commands you, to follow it, 
and not what Men do, but ought not to do. 
Remember that as you (a) * are not to 


ne CEE 
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(a) Exod. Kill. 2. 


L 0 follow 


6 

« follow a Multitude to do Evil? fo neither 
are you to follow them in neglecting What 
is your Duty; but you are (a) < ever to 
follow that which is good. (Y) Be not 
« ſlothful in this Matter, but be Follower 
of them, who through Faith and Patience 
do now inherit the Promiſes. (c) Ye 
ought to follow them who made them. 
ſelves an Enſample for you to follow. 
And when you have begun this good Prac. 
tice, purſue it with Reſolution, (4) * and 
be not weary in Well-doing ; for in du: 
« Seaſon you ſhall reap, if you faint not. 
(3) If Sham? hinders you from engaging 

in this Duty, know it is a falſe Shame 
and that you ought not to be aſhamed d 
any thing that is good. (e) Who an 
« thou that* perhaps art not aſhamed to dy 
an evil thing, and what Gop forbids; ant 
yet art aſhamed to do what he command- 
eth; and lorgetteſt the L or D thy 
; Maker? os You that are thus aſhamed oi 
your Duty, but not of Sia, conſider, witi 
Fear and Freinbling, thoſe Words of the 
Son of Gop, your Judge: W hofo- 
ever ſhall be aſhamed of Me, and of ny 
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Words, in this adultezous and ſinful Ge- 


neration, of him alſe ſhall the Son of 


Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 


© Glory of his Father, with the holy An- 


gels.“ Arid thoſe other Words of his, 


(which are juſtly applicable to the preſent 


| Caſe) viz. (a) Wholoever ſhall deny Me 
© before Men, him will I alſo deny ? (or 
| will not own for my Diſciple) before my 


Father which is in Heaven.“ I ſay again, 
Conſider theſe Words, and apply them 


| rightly, Fear Gop; Fear not Man. 


For the Fear of Man bringeth a Snare. 


| (c) © Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, 
neither be ye afraid of their Revilings,? 


when ye do what is right. Be not afraid 


| © of a Man that ſhall die, or of the Son of 
Man, which ſhall be made as Graſs. 


4) « Traſt ye in the Lorp for ever: 


for in the LORD FEHOFLAH is ever- 


* laſting Strength. 
(4) Laſtly, if you forbear Prayer in your 
Families for want of proper Ability to per- 


form. that Du'y ; 1 would aſk, Have you | 


indeed a Diſpoſition, a rea] Deſire to per- 
form it? If you have, you will ſoon find 


as _— * — —_—, 
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(a) Mat. x. 33- () Prov. xxix. 25. (e Ifai. 


li. 7, 12. (4) Hai. xxvi. 3. 
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a proper Means to remedy that Want. Fo 
where there is a Will, there is a Ma, 
Next, I would aſk, Can you read? or elk 
can you get a Prayer of moderate Length 
by heart? If you can do either (and it « 
ſomewhat ſtrange if you cannot) then do 
not ſay you want Ability: For in either of 
theſe Caſes, you cannot be long at a loſs on 
this account. 

That nothing in my Power may be 
wanting to encourage and engage you to 
this good Duty, and aſſiſt you therein, 1 
purpoſe in this Book to preſent you with a 
few plain Forms of Family Prayer; which 
you may every'one of you have at hand for 
your Uſe in your ſeveral Families: And 
which I therefore hope you will according]y 
uſe, ſince they were drawn up on purpoſe 
tor you; at the ſame time that they are 
fitted for the Service of any other Chriſtian 
Family, that ſhall be diſpoſed to make uſe 
of them. They are framed for the moſt 
part from our publick Liturgy (which hath 
in it ſome of the beſt Strains of Piety, and 
beſt Matter for Chriſtian Devotion, that ! 
know of ) and partly alſo from the Holy 
Scriptures, which are ſuperior to all Wiit— 
ings. You are left to your juſt Liberty to 
uſe any one of theſe Prayers, as ſhall bel 
juit you. You may uſe one at one time; 
| another 
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another at another: or. if you ſhall like 
chat better, may chuſe out ſome proper 
Prayers from the Liturgy welt (in which, 
[Choice, if you ſhall think fit to deſire it, 
vou may have my Direction) or elſe from 
ny other good Book of Devotion, fitted 
for the Ule of Families. Only omit not, 
intreat you, this neceſſary Duty in your 
Houſholds. Pray therein, and pray daily 
and devoutly; and that is all I requeſt of 
you, whatever good Prayers you ſhall make 
ſaſe of. Remember theſe Words of the 
Author of 2% hole Duly of Min, which 
carry much Weight in them, and call for 
ſerious Conſideration; v.. 7 4) What 
Choice ſoever [any Houtholders] make 
of Prayers (to be uſed in their Families | 
let them be ſure to have ſome; and let 
„no Man that profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, 
[* keep fo II. atheniſb a Family, as not to 
[* ſee Gon be daily worſhipped in it. And 
pray conſider further the following Obſer-" 
vation, which another (4) noted Writer 
1 makes ; viz, The Jews, the Samaritans, 
and the Mahometans, are better Men than 
many who are called Chriſtians, in that 
They do never go out of cheir doors be- 
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fore they have prayed to Gop.“ And 
| ſhall I add allo that Declaration of th+ 
moſt reverend and judicious Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon ?£ (who well knew what he ſaid 
in this Matter) viz. (a) © The ſetting up 
the conſtant Worſhip of Gop in our Fa. 
milies; by daily Prayers to Gop, every 
Morning and Evening; by reading ſome 
Portion of the Floly Scriptures at thok 
Times, eſpecially out of the P/alms d 
David, and the New Teſtament: is ſo 
neceſſary to keep alive and to maintain 
Senſe of Gop and Religion in the Mind 
of Men, that where it is neglected, I 00 
not ſee how any Family can in reafo: 
be eſteemed a Family of Chriſtians, u 
indeed to have any Religion at all.“ And 
yet he ſpeaks but the leaſt of the Matter 
and (by way of Condeſcenſion) puts the 
Neceſſity of the Practice upon the lowel 
Foot, the keeping alive and maintaining 
a Senſe of Gop and Religion in Men 
Minds.“ Towards which, no doubt, thi 
Practice is of great avail, if not abſolutej 
' neceſſary. And yet this is by no means ti 
whole, and is but a very ſmal part of 1; 
cipecially if we conſider ourſelves as Fai 
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(a ) Sermon II. on Family Feligion, 
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| lies of. Chriſtians ;, whoſe (a) Righteouſneſs 
ought to go a great way further than that 
of mere Scribes and Phariſees, or any of 
thoſe who perform Acts of Religion as mere 
Matter of Duty, without any higher View, 
| and without that true Spirit of Piety which 
diſtinguiſhes real Chriſtians from others ; 
| and which carries them on continually to 
(walk by Faith, and not by Sight. 
| And therefore you will remember all 
| the time (as I hope) that I. am not preſſing 
you to Family Devotion, or any other 
| Exerciſe of Piety in your Families, as if 
it were to be performed by you on no other 
ſcore than as a mere Act of Duty : Much 
leſs am I ſoliciting you to perform it mere- 
ly for Cuſtom or Form ſake; or only to 
latisfy Conſcience, that will not be eaſy 
without diſcharging an Oblige tion, no mat- 
| ter how it is done, ſo it b. done at all, 
To preſs this Point only with this View, 
were low indeed, unworthy my Function, 
and your Compliance ; inaſmuch as it would 
have nothing in it of the” Spirit of the Go- 
ſpel, but ſomething rather that is very diſ- 
agreeable to it. For the Spirit of the Go- 
ſpel is a free Spirit: And they that wor- 
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* ſhip the Father, muſt worſhip Him in 
© Spirit and in Truth 3? not in Formalit 
and Ceremony, not in the Deadneſs of the 
Letter, When therefore I am exhorting 
you to Family Religion, I have much 
higher Views, you may be ſure, than theſe; 
though I would proceed to them gradually, 
and by gentle Steps, as your Circumſtances 


will bear. I am firſt for giving you a juſt | 


Senſe of Religion, upon the Principles of 
Jesus ;z and then for preſſing you to the 
Obſervance of it, out of ſuch a Senſe (it 
you ſhall then need preſſing.) I am firſt 
tor engaging you to be Chriſtians indeed in 
Heart and Spirit, and to conſider yourſelves 
in an eſpecial manner as Chriflian Families, 
devoted to Gop and the Obedience of 
CHRIST, Whoſe Name you bear. When 
you have once this Senſe thoroughly 1m- 
planted in you, by the good Spirit of Gov, 
in the due Uſe of Means; you will then 
perform your Duty, not as formal Devc- 
tioniſts, mere Drudges in the Work ol 
Religion (which then can never be pleaſant 
to yourſelves, nor acceptable to Gop) but 
as (a) lively ſpiritual Worſhippers, as real 
Servants of Go, and Diſciples of CHRIST 
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with Readineſs of Mind, with Freedom 
and Chearfulnefs, with Delight and Plea- 
ſure, and growing Benefit: You will then 
ſenſibly reliſh and duly value theſe Prayers 
which I offer you, and all other ſpiritual 
Addreſſes to Gop, eſpecially thoſe con- 
tained in the Liturgy ; ; Which, the more 

jous you are, the more you will eſtèem, 
and uſe with the greater Devotion both at 
home and in the Church. Remember theſe 
Cautions and Remarks: Which being ſo 
very neceſſary, I may repeat to you again, 
as Occaſion ſhall offer. And now I pro 
ceed to lay before you the Prayers which 
| promiſed. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


* 


FON 
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Gracious Go p, and merciful 
Father in our Lord Jxsvs 

*<CnRIsT, through whom 
thou haſt" of thy great Mercy promiſel 
Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them that witl 
hearty Repentance and true Faith tum 
unto Thee; — We thy ſinful creatures 


who have many ways offended Thee, 


both in Thought, Word, and Deed, in 


the courſe of our lives, do here humbly 


ſubmit ourſelves before Thee, in a Cee 


ſenſe of our great unworthineſs; — wit! 


ſhame acknowledging, with grief bewail 
ing, our manifold offences; — and eat: 
neſtly imploring thy pardon of them, for 
the ſake of Him in whom Thou art well 

« plealed, 
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pleaſed, and whom Thou haſt ſct forth 
to be a Propitiation, through Faith in 
© his Blood, for the remiſſion of paſt ſins, 
«to all believing penitents and ſincere con- 
© yerts. | 5 

O L.orp, we do not preſume to look 
© up unto Thee as we are in Ourſelves, 


{ miſerable objects, ſtained with Sin; but 


© as Thou haſt promiſed to receive us in 
Him, who knew no Sin, and was made 


4 Sacrifice for Sin for us. — Look there- 


fore upon us in Him only: — For His 
fake, pardon ; — For His ſake, have 


Mercy. — Have Mercy upon us, gra- 


© cious Father; have Meggy upon us miſe- 
* rable ſinners: And forgthe glory of thy 
Name turn from us atF.thoſe evils that 

ve moſt juſtly have deſerved ; and which 
* we cannot hope to be delivered from, 
but through thy great and undeſerved 
Mercy. Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervants, according to our deſerving ; 
(for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be 
* juſtified : ) But ſpare us, good Loxp ; 
* ſpare thy people, whom thou haſt re- 
* deemed by the precious Blood of thy 
* dear Son ; and be not angry with us for 
. ran neither take thou vengeance of our 
* ns, | 
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44. 

0 AY it pleaſe Thee, Good Long, 
to give us true and unfeigned 

£ Repentance for every ſin we have at any 
time committed, through our whole lives: 
And endue us with the Grace. of thy Holy 
Spirit, that from henceforth we may be 
£ diſpoſed and enabled to amend our lives 
according to thy holy Word, — Create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts: 
0 
> 
Cc 
C 
c 


— Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit; that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name, in all the future 
courle of our actions. 
© Take from us all ignorance, hardnek 
of heart, and contempt of thy Word. — 
Renew us daily after thine image in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs ; that we 
may daily more and more approve out- 
ſelves to be of the number of thine ele&; 
and may at laſt be ſaved among the rem- 
nant of the true Iſraelites, who ſincerely 
believe in Thee and thy Son, and fin- 
—_ obey Thee in heart and life. 
III. „ 
6 ELP us, O Loo, daily to wich- . 
« ſtand the aſſaults of the enemies . 
of our Salvation, the world, the fleſh, . 
and the devil; and with pure hearts and e 


minds to follow Thee the only Gop. — 
6 „Take 
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© Take from us every root of bitternefs, 


every malady of our Souls, every inſtance 


« of pride, vain- glory, hypocriſy, and 
e worldly cunning. — Deliver us from every 
« inclination to envy, hatred, and malice; 
© and from all uncharitableneſs. — Deliver 
© us from a froward, peeviſh, unpeaceable - 
« ſpirit, and all deſire of revenge. Deliver 
« us from all profaneneſs, evil- ſpeaking, 
lying, flandering, and backbiting 3 — 
from all injuſtice in dealing; — from 
« hurting any of our neighbours by word or 
e deed z — or even wiſhing any hurt ta 


© any man, — Grant we may wiſh well to 


call men, to enemies as well as friends; — 
and ſtudy to do good to all men, as we 
© have opportunity; as we would that they 
* ſhould do unto us, when they have it in 
their power to help us, and we ſtand in 
need of their help. — Grant we may love 
one another with a pure heart fervently 
L and ſtudy to increaſe and abound in 


love daily, not only one towards another, 


but towards all men; eſpecially towards 
* thoſe who bear moſt of thy Divine Image, 
© who do moſt reſemble Thee and thy bleſ- 
* ſed Son in their Goodneſs; approving, 
© themſelves to be indeed his diſciples, and 
thy ſervants, and partakers of thy bleſſed. 


M IV. Grant | 
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IV. 
RANT us [every one of * a 
Grace to live daily in thy Fear, 
and as in thy Preſence z remembering 
that thy Eye is in every place beholding 
the evil and the good; and that we ſhall 


all one day appear together before the 
Judgment - ſeat of CHRIST, when Thou 


wilt bring every work into judgment, 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil; and wilt allot to every 


© one of us our portion, according to our 


tempers and diſpoſitions, and behaviour 


« in this life. Grant that we may keep 


that ſolemn day of appearance always in 
our view; — and that, in the view there- 
of, we may always exerciſe ourſelves to 


keep a conſcience -void of offence both 


towards: Thee and towards men ; — that 
we may daily labour in working out our 
Salvation, under thy aſſiſtance, and give 
all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure ; that we may daily prels 


forward towards the mark and the prize 
of the high calling that is ſet before us, 
with Faith and Patience, with Humility 


and Meekneſs, with Mortification and 
Self-denial, with Charity, and conſtant 
Perſeverance to the end : that ſo, when 
we ſhall depart this life, we may ſteep in 


the LoRD, and at the general Reſurrec- 
| tion 
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tion in the laſt Day be found acceptable 

in thy ſight, and receive that Bleſſing 

© which: thy well-beloved Son ſhall then 

© beſtow upon all- thoſe that any love and 
fear Thee. 


(ANC D as we pray unto Thee for Our- 


< ſelves, ſo we deſire, as in duty 


bound, to pray for Others. 


c Have mercy, O Lok p, upon all 
Mankind. — Give the Light of thy Go- 
* ſpel to thoſe who are yet in Darkneſs, 
© and in the ſhadow of Death; and bring 


them out of darkneſs and error, into the 


© clear light and true knowledge of Thee, 
and of thy bleſſed Son. Turn the hearts 
© of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
* juſt ; and from the power of Satan unto 
©Gop ; that they may receive forgiveneſs 
of Sins, and inheritance among them that 
are ſanCtified, by Faith which is in 
* JESUS, 25 
Receive alſo our Supplications and 
Prayers, which we offer before Thee for 
all eſtates of men in thy holy Church. — 
' Keep, we beſeech Thee, thy Church and 
' Houſhold continually in thy true Reli- 
gion. — Inſpire it evermore with the Spi- 
* rit of Truth, Unity, and Concord; and 
grant that all chat confeſs thy holy 
Name, and call themſelves Chriſtians, 
NM 2 : may 
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Lord and Saviour IESuSs CHRIST 3 who 


fellowthip of his Religion, that we allo 


And ſince Thou haſt ordained temporal 


„„ 
may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
Thee their Gop and common Father, az 
being the Father alſa of their common 


hath graciouſly received us all into the 


might receive one another, after his loving 
and lovely Example; being joined toge. 
ther in godly Love by the Spirit and, 
Doctrine of his Goſpel, and made a pute 
and holy Temple acceptable unto Thee 
through Him. 


Powers to protect and promote the wel. 
fare of thy Church; we pray Thee to 
bleſs, preſerve, and defend all Chriſtian 
Kings, Princes, and Governors; eſpe- 
cially thy Servant our Sovereign, whom 
Thou haſt ſet over us in theſe Kingdoms, 
— Grant unto. him, and to all that are 
put in authority under him, that they 
may truly and indifferently miniſter Ju- 
ſtice; to the puniſhment of wickednels 
and vice, and to the maintenance of thy 
true Religion and Virtue. 

Give Grace, O heavenly Father, to all 


Biſhops and Curates; eſpecially to him . k 


whom thou haſt more immediately in- 
truſted with the care of our Souls. — 
Grant that they and he may both by their 


life and doctrine ſet forth thy true and 5 
” « lively Wl tl 
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lively Word, and rightly and duly ad- 
« miniſter thy holy Sacraments, 
© And to us and all thy people give, © 
« LokD, thy heavenly Grace; that with 
« meek heart, and due reverence, we may 
© hear and receive thy holy Word; that 
© we may. hear and receive it with pure af- 
« feftion, and bring forth the fruits of the 
© Spirit in our lives, truly ſerving Thee in 
« Newneſs of Life, and Newnels of Spirit, 
day by day. | 
We pray to Thee for all our Relations 
and Friends; our Benefactors and Well- 
© wiſhers; for thoſe who pray for Us, or 
« defire our Prayers; beſeeching Thee, 
that thy fatherly Hand may ever be over 
them; that thy Holy Spirit may ever be 
with them; and that Thou wouldeſt fo 
lead them in the knowledge and obedience 
ot thy Word, that in the end they may 
obtain everlaſting LE: 
We pray to Thee for our very Ene- 
mies, our Perſecutors, and Slanderers ; 
MW that it may pleaſe thee to forgive them, 
{and to turn their hearts. 
We pray to Thee for thoſe who never 
pray for themſelves z beſeeching Thee to 
© open their eyes, to awaken them out of 
their dangerous ſecurity, that they may 
* ſee and purſue in time the things which 
belong to their everlaſting Peace, before 


they be hid from their eyes. 
ũ 3 We 
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© We further pray ro Thee, O graciou 
Father, for all thoſe who are any ways 
© afflifted or diſtreſſed, in mind, body, or 
* Here you may re- 8 eſtate LePecially Me] 
member any Friend or that it may pleaſe Thee 
Neighbour, or others of thy fatherly Good- 
peep Fenn. c neſs, to comfort, ſup- 
< port and relieve them according to their 
© levera] neceſſities ; giving them patience 
under their ſufferings, and a happy iſſie 

© out of all their afflictions. 

„ 
6 INALLY, accept of our Praiſe: 
and Thankſzivings for all thy Good- 
neſs and Loving-kindnelſs to us and to all 
men: — for giving us our life and reaſon, 
© and continuing both to us : — for our 
daily food and raiment ; — for our health, 
and ſafety, and liberty: — for our reco- 
very from any dangers, or any troubles 
and afflictions of this life: — for our 
© Friends and Well-wiſhers; and for re- 
« ſtraining the malice of our Enemies: - 


a © 


for bleſſing us in our honeſt labours; and 
giving us a competency, and content 
with what we have: — and for all the 
© comforts and conveniencies of this life, 
from the very day of our birth to this 
« preſent moment, - = 
© But above all, we laud and praiſe thy 
* glorious Name. for thy Love to our 
< Souls; even for thine ineſtimable Love 
155 | | 6 in 
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. 
uin the Redemption of the World by our 
Lord Jxsus CHRIST; for giving us the 
Light of thy Goſpel, and the Aſſiſtance 
© of thy Spirit; — for all the Means of 
« Grace- Thou vouchſafeſt us in this world, 
« and for the hope of Glory in a far better, 

© We pray Thee, make us deeply ſenſible 
of every one of theſe thy Mercies, and un- 
feignedly thankful unto Thee for them; 
even more and more ſenſible, and more 
« thankful, every day of our lives. And 
« orant that we may ſhew forth both our 
ſenſe and our thankfulneſs, by giving up 
. WW © ourſelves to thy ſervice, and by walking 
before Thee in Holineſs and Righteoul- 
,W < nefs, of heart and converſation, all our 
1 days. | 


ce 
ih 
Je 


1 ND now, O Gop, whoſe never- 
5 © failing Providence ordereth all 


things both in heaven and earth, we thy 
rail creatures, who have no power of 
BW © Ourſelves to help ourſelves, do humbly 
WW © commend both our Souls and Bodies into 
* thy bleſſed care and keeping this day 
© [or this night.] — Defend us in the ſame 
* with thy mighty Power, and grant that 
* we fall into no fin, neither run into any 
* kind of danger. — Of thy bountiful Good- 
* neſs, keep us, we beſeech Thee, from all 
things that may hurt us: — Keep us both 
* outwardly in our Bodies, and inwardly in 
AS -" 
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© our Souls; that we may be defended 
from all adverſities which may happen 
© to the Body, and from all evil thoughts 
< which may aſſault and hurt the Soul. —. 
Direct, ſanctify, and govern us both now 
© and always in both. — Lorp, bleſs us 
and keep us. LoRp, make thy Face to 
< ſhine upon us, and be gracious unto us, 
Lok p, lift up the light of thy Counte- 
© nance upon us, and give us Peace both 

now and evermore. 

| VIII. | 

(HES E Devotions we humbly offer 
up unto Thee, O LORD, through 
the Merits of thy bleſſed and beloved 
Son; not truſting in our own Righteouſ- 
neſs, but in thy manifold and great Mer- 
cies reached out to us in Him. Thou 
k noweſt our neceſſities before we aſk, and 
our ignorance in aſking : We beſeech 
Thee therefore to have compaſſion upon 


for our unworthineſs we dare not, and for 

our blindneſs we cannot aſk, vyouchſafe 

to give us, for the Worthineſs of thy Son 

Jesus CHRIST our Lord. — In whoſe 

moſt bleſſed Name and Words we ſum 

up and conclude theſe our imperfect 
« Prayers: 4 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 


£ 
bo 
c 
C 
c 
c 
= 
our infirmities; and thoſe things which 
C 
c 
« 
o 
C 
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Adver- 
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| Advertiſement to the RE ADE R. 


HE Scripture References, for a Reaſon that 
occurred at firſt, are kept in the Body of 
| the Page, in all or moſt of the following Remarks, 
They are ſet down for the Reader's Satisfaction 
from the Word of God concerning every thing 
| that is delivered, When he is reading this Book 
| by himſelf, he may, if he pleaſes, conſult any 
Paſſage or Paſſages referred to. But when he is 
reading it to a Family, it will be needleſs, as well 
| 2s tedious, to mention every Reference or Text 
that is quoted. And therefore, in this latter Caſe, 
it may be more adviſeable to acquaint the Hearers, 
once for all at the Beginning, that all the Texts 
are ſet down, but that the particular Mention of 
them ſhall be omitted, unleſs where it ſhall be 
found neceſſary to ſpecify them; as in ſome few 
Paſſages it may be neceſſary to do ſo. However, 
when you have proper Leiſure, and are reading 
by yourſelf, eſpecially at your ſecond or third 
Reading of the Book, I would deſire you to turn 
to all thoſe Paſſages which you are directed to, 
with the Word See ſuch or ſuch a Place, 
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O-F THE 


Foregoing PRAYER. 


ro Gracious GOD, and Merciful Father in 
our Lord FESUS-CHRIST,* &c.] 


N the foregoing Prayer T have aimed 
at giving you a Specimen (or a kind 

of Pattern and Direction) touching 
ſuch Petitions and other Applications as 
may be proper to be preſented to Gop by 
a Family, in their joint Addreſſes to Him. 
Which Prayer (with a very little change, 
ſuch as common reaſon will direct) may 


— — 
, — 
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4 dee Page 118. 
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. 
o very properly be uſed by any /ngle 
in, pray ing alone in private. For he 
jr ſhe] need only ſay I inſtead of Ve, — 
inſtead of Our, — Me inſtead of Us, 
c. where he ſpeaks only in reſpect of 
imſelf; as he is ſuppoſed for the moſt part 
do in ſecret Prayer. And I muſt deſire 
gan, that every one of you would pray in 
kcret, as well as in the Family: For this 
meet, and is every one's boundeti duty. 
The Prayer above, you ſee, is divided 
to ſeveral Parts or Portions; according 
o the nature and intent of thoſe ſeveral ſorts 
f Addreſſes which the Scripture directs us 
0 put up to Gop; and of which we have 
livers very good patterns both in the Scri- 
pture itſelf, and alſo in the publick Offices 
ff our Church. —And now, becauſe I con- 
ceive it to be of no ſmall moment to under- 
ſtand theſe matters rightly, and to have the 
enſe of them thoroughly impreſſed upon the 
mind; I ſhall therefore be at the pains to 
trace out the grounds of every one of them 
from Scripture; ſhewing how each of theſe 
parts of Prayers is taught, enjoined, and 
exemplified there; and how much it con- 
cerns us both to be well acquainted with, 
and alſo duly to practiſe, what the Scripture 
preſſeth upon us with regard to each, — I 
believe you will be convinced, as you pro- 
ed, of the importance of this inquiry: 
| And 


1 
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And I hope you will be convinced to uſeſil 
papel. -- EEE : 
I. Firſt then, in the foregoing Prayer, 
you have, under the fr Head (82#, I) 
an humble Confeſſion of Sins, with Intreatic 
for Pardon, and againſt the Puniſhment du 
to thoſe Sins. — And this is agreeable tg 
- thoſe declarations of Scripture z Joſh, vi. 
19. Give Glory to GOD, and make Conf. 
ſoon. Pſalm xxxil. 5. I acknowledged ny 
fins unto Thee; and mine iniquities have J 
not hid T ſaid, I will confeſs my tranſgreſ. 
frons unto the LORD; and Thou forgavei 
the iniquity of my fin. And again; Plalm 
xxxv. 18. I will declare mine iniquity : | 
vill be ſorry for my fins. (See alſo P/alm |, 
I, 2, 3, 4, 9.) Dan. ix. 3, &c. I prayed 
unto the LORD my GOD, and made ny 
Confeſſion ; — We have finned and commit- 
ted iniquity, &c. Luke xv. 18. & xvii, WM” 
13. Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, 
and before Thee, and am no more worthy u 
be called thy ſon. — GOD be merciful to m 
a ſinner. See Jer. iii. 13, 14. & XIV. 20, 
21.— Thus then, F we ſay we have no ſin, 
de deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in 
us but if we confeſs our ſins, GOD is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and 
to cleanſe us from all 8 1 John 
i. 8, 9. And you will obſerve in the fol- 
lowing declaration, who thoſe are that * 
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be thus cleanſed and forgiven upon Their 
Confeſſion 3 viz, Thoſe that are truly peni- 
tent, and turn from their Sins, Prov. xxviil. 
13. Whoſo CONFESSETH, and VOR. 
SAKETH his Sin, ſhall have MERCY. 
See likewiſe Ezek, xviil, 21, 22, 27, 30. 
xxxiii. 14, 13, 16, 19. 

" Here it may be alſo proper to take no- 
tice, on whoſe {core it is, and through Faith 
in whoſe Name, that we are encouraged to 
apply, and to hope, for Pardon of Sins at 
Gop's Hands, on our true Repentance and 
Amendment; viz, It is on the ſcore of 
CHRIST, or in virtue of his Mediation, 
who is our Advocate with the Father, and 
the Propitiation for our fins, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
He is he Lamb of GOD, who taketh away 


the fins of the world, John i. 29. whoſe 


Blood was ſhed for many, for the remiſſion 
of ſins, Mat. xxvi. 28, Through whom Wwe 
vave Peace with GOD; by whoſe Death 
we were reconciled to GOD ; ; and by whom 
we have now received the Atonement, Rom. 
v. I, 10, 11. — But I ſhall have occaſion to 
explain this matter more fully, towards the 
concluſion of theſe Remarks, under the fxrh 
general Article; where I ſhall endeavour 


o give you as much ſatisfaction as "Py 


rom clear evidence of Scripture. 
II. Under the /eco:d general Head of this 
Prayer 3 II, III, IV.) you have Peti- 
N Lions 


. (734) 

tiony for Divine Grace, to diſpoſe and en. 
able you to become reformed in Heart ang 
Life for the future. -— This allo is agreeable 
to the Rules and Doctrines of Scripture, 
Pſalm li. 10, 12. Create in me à clean 
Heart, O GOD, and renew a tigbi Shiri 
within me. Uphold me by thy free Spirit 
Pialm Ixxx. 3, 18. Turn us again, O GOD; 
guicken us, and we will call upon thy Nan, 
Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. The LO RD will giv 
Grace; — no good thing will He withboll 
from them that walk uprightly. Prov. Xvi, 1, 
xx. 24, C7 111. 6. The preparations of the 
Heart in Man, &c. are from the LOR), 
Man's goings are of the LORD. — th 
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He ſhall 
direct thy paths, Jer. xxxi. 3. & Lam. v. 
21. Turn Thou me, and I ſhall be turned; 
for Thou art the LORD my GOD. — 
Turn Thou us unto Thee, O LORD, aw 
wwe ſhall be turned. Jer. xxxi. 33. J wil 
put my Law in their inward parts, ail 
write it in their Hearts, and will be thei 
GOD, and they fhall be my People. Extk, 
xi. 19, 20. & xxxvi. 26, (9c. I will giv 
them one Heart, and I will put a new Spirit 
within yeu. A new Heart will I give gui, 
and a new Spirit will ] put within you. | 
will take away the ſtony heart, &c. and ! 
will put my Spirit within you, and «ail 

jou 
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Wi to walk in my Statutes ; and ye all 
ep my Fudgments, and do them, 
hut then let us obſerve, and remember 

well, that, in order to obtain theſe Graces 
T fire Bleſſings from Gop, we muſt diligently 
all upon Him, muſt put ourſelves into the 
ay of his Grace, muſt uſe the Means of 
that Grace; muſt, on our part, be as will- 
ing and reads to receive it, as He is to 
e it; muſt not 7% his Holy Spirit, 
1 A his is what Gop (ordinarily at 
laſt) expects at our hands — Thus, Jer. 
xxxii. 3. CALL wunto Me, and I will an- 
ſwer thee, and ſhew thee things which thou 
lknowef? not. Chap. xxix. 12, 13. Ye ſball 
CALL upin Me, and ye fhall go = PRAY 
unto Me; and T will Hearken unto o 
And ye hall SEEK Me, and FIND Me, 
when ye ſhall Search for Me with all your 
HEART. In Chap. xxiv. 7. both are 
ined together; ; ©iz. the Grace of Gop 
given, and Man's Return and Obedience. 
7 will give them an Heart to know Me, 
that I am the LORD.“ Then follows 
tie Reaſon of beſtowing this Gift : For 
bey hall RETURN unto Me with their 
whole HEART. — Accordingly, GOD's 


eie foall be a WILLING People in 
1e day of his Power, Pſalm cx. 3. They 
% Nruſt TRUST 10 Him with All their 
al EART, and Then will He DIRECT 
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their Paths, Prov. iii. 5, 6. They muſt 
TURN at his Reproof, and Then will H: 
zour out his SPIRIT unto them, and make 
known his Wards unto them, Prov. i. 23. 
They muſt not REBEL and Y'EX bi 
Holy Spirit (by RESISTING Him:) For 
if they do, He will turn to be their Exemy; 
and his Spirit will not Always Strive ui 
Man, Iſai. Ixiii. 10. Gen. vi. 3. Compare 
Afts vii. 51. Hof. iv. 6. Lev. xxvi. 21, &. 
Like vii. 30. Act, Xiu. 41, 46. Prov. i 
24, Cc. Finally, they muſt Give all Di. 
ligence io make their Calling and FElefun 
ſure ;, and mult VOR & cut their own Sai 
vation; for this very Reaſon, viz. Be- 
cauſe it 3s GOD who worketh in them, bith 
10 Will and to Do, of his good pleaſure, 2 Pet, 
i. 10. Phil. ii. 12, 13. Therefore Goy 
(though He gives Men Repentance to 
the acknowledging of the Truth,“ 2 Tin, 
ii. 26.) calls upon Them alſo to perſom 
their part, and, as it were, to make Way 
for his Grace: Repent, and Turn yourſeit 
from all your Tranſgreſſions : — Turn Ji, 
Turn ye from your evil ways: — Cast aua 
from yon all your Tranſgreſſions, and matt 
you a New Heart, and a New Spirit, Ezek. 
xviii. 30, 31. & Xxxiii. 11. HPherefort, 
as the [oly GhcH ſaith, To day if ye vil 
/ tear bis Voice, Harden not your Heart, 


Heb. iii. , 8. 
Thus 


„ EP] 

Thus then you ſee, upon the whole, that 
as Every good and perfect Gift is from Above, 
and cometh down from the Father of Lights, 
(Jam. i. 17.) So we muſt be willing and 
ready to receive his Gifts, and ſtudious to 
v/e them well when we have them, Mat. 
xv. 16, Sc. See more to this purpoſe 
in 1 Pet. v. 5. & 2 Pet, iii. 18. Lev. xxvi. 
41, 42. Deut. x. 16. Fer. iv. 3, 4. Hoſ. x. 


1 5 1 

You ſee alſo the ſame Doctrine ſet forth 
(concerning the neceſſity of Divine Grace, 
and of Man's willing Obedience, both to go 
together) 1n the ſeveral Prayers and Collects 
| of our Liturgy : Of which you have divers 
mſtances, drawn from thence, in the Prayer 


above laid before you; and may ſee more 
hereafter under the ih general Head of 
F 

III. In the ſaid Prayer (Sed. V.) you 
tave that part of Addreſs to Gop which is 
called Interceſſion; conſiſting of Petitions in 
behalf of Others, as the foregoing parts re- 
garded chiefly Ourſelves, — Thus a Chri- 
{tian is to endeavour to benefit others by his 
Prayers, as well as by his good Deeds. And 
this he 1s taught and commanded by the 
Tripture to do; and he ought to do it chear- 
fully and lovingly from his Heart, — 1 
trhort, that Supplications, Prayers, and Iu- 
terceſſions be made for All men; For Kings, 
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and for all that are in Authority; that vt 
may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all 
Godline/s and Honeſiy. For this is good and 
acceptable in the fight of GOD our Savicar, 
1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3. Pray for the Life ef 
the King, and of his Children, Ezra vi. 10, 
Pray unto the LORD for the City [and 
Country, and Place] wherein ye dwell, Jer. 


 XXIX, 7. Pray for the Peace of Feruſalen, 


(i. e. of the Church and People of Gop) 
Pſalm cxxii. 6. Brethren, pray for U, 
[Miniſters] 1 Theſſ. v. 25. Pray for U, 
[ Miniſters again] ht the Word of the 
LORD may have free courſe, and be glori— 
fied, 2 Theft. iii. 1. Pray for Me, that 
Utierance may be given unto me, that | 


may open my month boldly, to make known 


the Mypery of the Goſpel, Eph. vi. 18, 19, 
On the other hand, Miniſters are to pray 
(and good Miniſters will and do pray) for 


their People: Me do not ceaſe to pray fit 


ou, and to deſire that ye may be filled with 
the Knowledge of bis Will, in all Wiſdon 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding , that ye mia) 
walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleaſing; 
Leing fruitful in every good Work, and it 
creaſing in the Knowledge of GOD, &c. Col. 
i. 9, 10. Brethren, my Heart*s Deſire and 
Prayer to GOD. for 1/rael [for the Church 
and Family of Gop committed to my care] 
1s, tha! they might be ſaved, Rom. x. 1.— 
We are alſo to pray for our very _ 

raj 
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ove pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and 
all Nvrſecute you. — Father, forgive them. LORD, 
nd Way not this fin to their charge, Mat. v. 44. 
„„ Lake xxiii. 34. Acts vii. 60, — Laſtly, all 
of I Chriſtians are charged to pray for one an- 
o. Wother : Pray one for another : The effeftual 
nd MW fe vent Prayer of a Righteous Man [whe- 
r. ther he be a Layman or a Miniſter] avail- 
th much, Jam. v. 16. And we know that 
in all the Petitions of our Lord's Prayer 
we are taught to pray for each other (even 
for all Gop's Children) and not for our- 
ſelves only : — OUR Father, — Give US 
our daily bread, — Forgive US our treſpaſſis, 
Nc. See ti Maccab. Xl. 11. 

IV. Another branch of Prayer, of which 
have given you an inſtance in that which 
| have laid before you (Sec. VI.) is Thank. 
Fiving, The duty whereof the Scriptures 
do very plainly teach, and ſtrongly enjoin 
us; and that in the behalf of others, even 
of All Men, as well as of ourſelves; — 7 
exhort, that Giving of Thanks be made for 
Al Men, 1 Tim. ji. 1. See Rom. i. 8. 
And alſo for All Things, and at All Times : 
- WW Giving Thanks Always for All Things, unto 
60 D and the Father, in the Name of our 
Lord FESUS CHRIST, Eph. v. 20. 
Jill mention the Loving-kindneſſes of the 
LORD, and the Praiſes of the LO RD, 

according to all that the LORD hath be- 
© is ſtowed 


(140) 
flowed on us, Iſai. Ixiii. 7. In every thin 
by Prayer and Supplication, with Thank(- 
giving, let your requeſts be made known unto 
GOD, Phil. iv. 6. Whatſoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the Name of the 
Lord JES U, giving Thanks to GOD and 
the Father by Him, Col. iii. 17. [Thus 

particularly at Meals, we are to give Thanks 
to Gop : For ſo did our Bleſſed Saviour, 
He took the Loaves, and gave Thanks, &c, 
Mark viii. 6. He took the Loaves and the 
Fiſhes, and looking up to Heaven, He bleſſed 
[Gop] Mar. xiv. 19. So did his Apoſtle: 
He took Bread, and gave Thanks to GOD 
in the preſence of them all, Acts xxvii. 35, 
And even the Fezws were charged to ſhew 
this token of their Gratitude to Gop, their 
continual Supporter and Bene factor: When 
thou haft eaten, and art full, thea thou ſhall 
bleſs the LORD thy GOD. Beware that 
thou forget not the LORD thy GOD, Deut. 
viii. 10, 11. Much leſs ought Chri/tians 
to forget Him, when they are partaking of 
his Bleſſings; and They are no Chriſtians, 
nor are to be accounted ſuch, who do for- 
get Him. Bleſs the LORD then, O ny 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits, Pſalm 
cli. 2.] — Lafily, we are, on all theſe con- 
fiderations, abſolutely bound to thank Go, 
and that without ceaſing. W½e are bound 10 
than GOD always for you, Brethren, 4s 
| 4 
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it is meet, 2 Theſſ. i. 3. Wie are bound o 
give Thanks alway to G 0 D, chap. 11, 13. 
[thank GO D — without ceaſing — in my 
Prayers night and day, &c. 2 Tim. i. 3 
Thus particularly in behalf of our Friends ; 
[ thack my GOD, making mention of Thee. 
always in my Prayers, Philem. ver. 4. —— 


| But, above all, for Gop's ineſtimable Love 


in our Redemption by JESUS CHRIsT ; for 
the Light of his Goſpel, and the Promiles 
thereof z which we ought never to forget 
in our Prayers, and can never be ſufficiently 
thankful for: Bleſſed be the LORD 60D. 
of Iſrael ; for He hath viſited and redeemed 
his People, and hath raiſed up an Horn of 
dalvation for us — To give the knowledge: 
of Salvation unto his People, by the remiſſion 
of their Sins, through the tender Mercy of our 
GOD, whereby the Day-ſpring [the Meſſiah, 
the Son of GoD] from on high hath viſited. 
us: To give Light to them that fit in dark-- 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death, and to 


guide our feet into the waz of Peace, Luke 


. 68, 77, 78, 79. 3 
V. In the foregoing Prayer (Seck. VII.) 
you are taught how to recommend your- 
ſelves, and thoſe that belong to you, to the 
Protection and Bleſſing of Gop, during 
the Day or Night before you. — And we 
have the greateſt Need thus to recommend 
Uurfelves, our Souls and Bodies, our De- 
e Z ſigns 
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ſigns and our Labours, to Him and his good 
Providence. For, 

(1) We know chat our Safety conſiſts in 
his Preſervation only, and depends ultimate. 
ly and immediately on his Care of us. The 
LORD only is our Rock, and our Fortreſ, 
and our Deliverer ; our G OD, our Strength, 
in whom we may truſt; our Buckler, and 
the Horn of our Salvation, ard our high 
Tower.. We will call therefore upon ibi 
LORD, and He ſhall ſave us from our 
Enemies, Pſalm xviii. 1, 2. J will both lay 
me down in Peace and flee eep : for Thou, 
LORD, only. make? me to dwell in Safety, 
— T laid me down and ſlept ;. I awaked 
again; for the LORD ſuſtained me. I will 


not be afraid of. ten thouſands of the people, 


though they ſhould /t themſelves again 
me round about. Salvation Lor Deliverance] 
belongeth unto the LORD, thy Bleſſi 55 is 


upon thy People, Plalm iv. 8. & iii. 5, 6,8. 
See more to this purpoſe in P/alm xci. and 


Pſalm cxxi, And, on the other hand, ob- 
ferve well the charts and danger of the 


Man that taketh not Gop for his Strength, 


Se. Pſalm lii. 5, 6, 7. 
(2) It is Gop alone that can 1 bleſs us in 


our honeſt deſigns, and in the work of our 
hands. It is vain for you to riſe up earl), 
and fit up late, and eat the bread of ſorrows, 
FORE be LORD build the houſe, they 

labour 
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labour in vain that build it, Pſalm cxxvii. 


rich, Prov. x. 22. Such as be bleſſed of 
Him, ſball inherit the earth, Plalm xxxvii. 


to get wealth Say not in thine heart, It is 


doth it, Deut. viii. 18, 17. Say not in thy 
proſperity, 1 ſoall never be moved; but ſay, 
LORD, Thou by thy Favour hat made my 
mountain to fland ſo firong. Elſe, it He 


xxx, 6, 7, Say therefore, Save now, I be- 
ſeech Thee, O LORD: O LORD, I be- 
ſeech Thee, ſend now Proſperity. — Proſper, 
I pray Thee, thy Servant this day, Pſalm 
cxvili, 25, Neh. i. 10. Then fhalt thou 
make thy way proſperous, then ſhalt thou 
have good Succeſs (Jolh. i. 8.) Or however, 
know for certain, that if thou /eek fir? the 
Kingdom of GOD, and his Righteouſneſs, 
all other things ſhall be added unto thee, in 
luch a meaſure as his ſupreme Wiſdom ſhall 
ſe will be moſt for thy good, eſpecially 
for thy «everlaſting Good: For, no good 
thing will He withhold from him that leadeth 
a godly Life, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. — See Job 
* 10. | | 

(3) It is Gop alone that can keep us from 
falling into Sin It is He that directs our 
eps, and leads us on in the paths of _ 


2, 1. The Bleſſing of the LORD it maketh 


22. It is the LORD that giveth the power 


my power, and the might of mine hand, that 


hide his face, thou ſhalt be troubled, Plalm 
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— O LORD, I Ino that the way of may 
1 not in himſelf; it is not in man that wall. 
eth to direct his ſteps, Jer. x. 23. A mam 
heart deviſeth his way; but the LORD di. 


ecteth his fleps: [Allo the preparations of 


Ihe heart in man are from the LORD] Prov. 
Xvi. 9, 1. Man's goings are of the LORD; 
how can a man then underſiand his oun 
way Prov. xx. 24. The ſleps of a gud 
man are ordered by the LORD; and It 
delighteth in his way: Though be fall, be 
hall not be utterly cas down ; for ile 
LORD upholdeth him with his Hand. — Vl 
Law of his GOD ts in his Heart; none if 
his foolſteps all ſlide, Pſalm xxxvii. 23, 
24, 31. A for me, my feet were alnil 
gone; my ſteps had well nigh ſlipt: — M. 
veriheleſ I am continually with Thee; Thou 
Halt holden me by my right hand; Thou ſhalt 
guide me with thy Counſel, Plalm Ixxili. 2, 
23, 24. (See P/alm xciv. 18.) Thy right 
Hand hath holden me up : Thou ha# enlarges 
my ſteps under me, that my feet did not jijy 
Pſalm xviii. g5, 36. Hold up my goings is 
thy paths, that my footſteps /lip not, Plalm 
xvii, 5. Uphold me according to thy Word, 
that I may live. Hold Thou me up, and 1 
all be ſafe z and 1 will have reſpect unit 
thy Statutes continually. Order my ſteps i 
thy Word; and let not any iniquity have di. 
minion over me, Plalm cxix. 116, 1 7 0 
| 7 
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Shew me thy Ways, O LORD : teach me 
thy Paths. Lead me in thy Truth, and 
tach me; for Thou art the GOD of my 
Saluation ; on Thee do 1 wait all the day, 
Phlm xkv. 4, 5. Teach me thy Way, O 
LORD, and lead me in a plain path. Leave 
ne not, nor forſake me, Pſalm xxvii. 11, 9. 
det a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; 
teep the door of my lips. Incline not my heart 
lor, Suffer not my heart to be inclined] 70 
ony evil thing, to praftiſe wicked works, &c. 


Plalm cxli. 3, 4. See Pſalm cxix. 29, 33, 


U——27. of, FO 
From theſe and the like declarations you 


ſce with ſufficient clearneſs, that as our pre- 
ſervation from danger, and our good ſuc- 
ceſs in our buſineſs, ſo our preſervation 
from Sin, and our direction in the ways of 
Goodneſs, is of GOD : And therefore 
from hence we learn the following particu- 


lars, which we ought carefully to mind, 


and never to forget. | 

(1) To aſcribe all our Goodneſs to Gop, 
and to acknowledge it his Gift and Grace. In 
all thy ways acknowledge Him, Prov. iii. 6. 


By the Grace of GOD I am what lam: — 


Not I, but the Grace of GO D which was 
wh me, 1 Cor. xv. 10. Our Sufficiency 
1 GOD, 2 Cor. iii. 5. It is GOD which 
worketh in us both to will and to do of bis 
od pleaſure, Phil. R's 13. it is GOD 


which ; 
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which maketh us perfect in every good work; 
Working in us that which is well-pleaſing in 
his fight, through FESUS CHRIST, 
Heb. xiii. 20, 21. I thank JESU. 
CHRIST our Lord, who hath enable 
me, 1 Tim. i. 12. Without Him ye can h 
nothing, John xv. 5. Thou upholde$t me in 
mine Integrity, Pſalm xli. 12. And ther. 
fore, Not unto Us, O LORD, not um“ 
Us, but unto Thy Name give Glory, ful © 
tby Merch and for thy Truths ſake, Pfalm I fer 
f . 

(2) From herice we learn to look up 67 
God, as the Author and Giver of all /* 
Grace ; to apply to Him daily for it ; and 
to place our whole dependence on Him for 
our preſervation and diręction in good wan 
For thy Names ſals lead me, and guide mt 


* 
5 


hold me with thy free Spirit, Pſalm xxxi. 3 
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__ However, let us remember at che-ſame 7 
time, what it is that Gop requires at Ou 4 
hands (even at Ours) in order to incline 2 


Him to favour us with his Grace, and to 
| lupport us in the paths of Uprightnef; 

viz. Not only that we ſhould daily and dr 
ligently pray to Him for his Grace, but all 7 
that we ſhould conſtantly endeavour, wing © 


his Alliſtance, to walk in the Ways of bil 7 
Grace, and to preſerve at all times an * 
| rig 
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night Conſcience, living as in his ſight con- 
tinually. I have ſet the LORD always 
before me; becauſe He is at my right hand, 
I. ſpall not be moved, Pſalm xvi. 8. I have 
inclined my Heart 10 perform thy. Stazwes 
away, even unto the end, Pſalm cxix, 112. 
Be thou in the Fear of the LORD all the 
day long, Prov. xxiii. 17. Know thou the 
COD. of thy father, and ſerve Him with 
4 perfect Heart, aud aith-a willing Mind - 
for the LO.R D ſearcheth gll. Feeds, * 
underflandeth all the Imaginations of the 
Thoughts. If thou ſeek Him, He will be 
found of thee 3 but Fw: forſake Him, He 
will caſt thee off, Take Heed now, 1 Chr. 
xvii. 9, 10. { will behave myſelf wiſely in a 
gerfef way (Q-when wilt, 20 hou come unto 
ne /I will walt within my " Houſe. with a 
| perfect Heart. 8 quill ſet no wicked thing 2; 
before mine eyes: The work of them that 
_ afide ſhall not cleave unto me, Pſalm ci. 

I will waſh mine hands in Innocenty : 


7 will walk. in mine 21 ., 2 4 Loving- 


#indneſ5 is before mine 7 ave walked 
in thy Truth. I have not fe 2 vain per- 
ſons 3 neither will I go fl th diſſemblers. 
I bated the congregation of evil doers; and 
will not fit with the wicked, Plalm xxvi. 
T bate every falſe way © I bave choſen the 
way of thy Truth. Thy Judgments have I 
laid before me I have Foe unto thy Tefti- 

"FS monies. 
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lung as I live, Job xxxvii. 5, 6. Herein 4 
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monics. I have ſworn, and I will pes ſorn 
it, that I will keep thy righteous Judgments, 
Plalm cxix. 104, 30, 31, 106. Till J bi 
I will net remove my Integrity from me, 
ty Righteouſneſs J bold fast, and. will not 
let it go: my Heart ſhall not reproach me {i 


{ exerciſe 2 to. have Always à Conſci- 
ence void of Offence toward GOD, and it 
ward 7 thank GOD, whom I ſera 
with 4. Link Conſcieuce, Acts xxiv. 16, 
2: Lim. 

len our Endeavours are thus faithful 
an!! our Hearts thus ſincere, Then God 
faiis not to afford us his Grace, and the aſ. 
ſiſtance of his Spirit, both to keep us from 
fin, and tO \Rrepgthen us in our good courſes. 
And tnereſore He tells Abimelech, Becauſe 
thou ide rhit in the Integrity of thy Heart, 
1 alſo withheld thee from ſinning against Me; 


Therefore ſuffered I thee nut 10. fin. Gen. xx, 


6. (See 1 Sam, xxv. 26.) — Well then 
may we all apply to Gop in the words af 
the Pfalmiſt, beſceching Him daily to keep 
us from Sin, and alſo endeavouring daily, 
with his Grace, to Keep ourſelves from it. 
Pſalm xix. 13, 14. Keep back thy Servant 


from preſumptuous Sins; let them not have 


dominion over me ; Then ſhall I be upright, 
and I ſhall be itinocent from the great tranſ- 
& oi 'on. Let the Words of my Mouth, rs 

1 | the 
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the Meditation of my Heart, be acceptable in 


thy fight, O LORD, my Sirength, and my 


Redeemer / Compare Pſalm cxli. 3, 4. with 


Pſalm xxxiv. 13. and Pſalm xxxix. 1, 
Next to the holy Scriptures, from which 


have collected theſe paſſages, you can no 


where, that I know of, find this Doctrine 
of Divine Grace, and of the neceſſity of our 
ng that Grace aright, more clearly or 


truly ſet forth, than in the pious Liturgy of 


the Church of Eugland. Which that you 
may the better underſtand, and more atten- 
tively obſerve, and be affected with, I ſhall 
here give you a ſhort abſtract of the ſenſe of 
our Church, in relation to this great point, 
as it is laid down in, and may be gathered 


from, the Collects only. In which Collects, 
38 well as in every other pert of the Book 

beginning to end, 
you will find that we particularly acknow- 
edge our own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency 
bor any thing that is good, without the. 


of Common-Prayer, from 


Grace of Gop ; which we look upon to be 


the firſt ſpring and cauſe of every thing that 
good in us, both in Thought, Word, and 


Deed; which we ſtand in continual need of, 
to carry us on in the courſe of a Chriſtian 
Life, and to enable us to work out our Sal- 


vation; and which therefore we ought con- 


unually and earneſtly to pray for, and to 


* Ty - a» =" > A £ 0 ,- - - 
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uſe well when we have it, to the Glory of 


VDeſires, and that, by his continual Help, 


— ( His Grace is always neceſſary t0 
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the Donor, and our own happy End. 
; T he Particulars arè as follow: 

( a) We have no power of ourſelves to 
help ourſelves. —— (6) Through the weak. 
* neſs of our mortal nature, we can do no 
good thing . without .Gop..——, (c) We 
cannot do any thing that is good without 
Him. — (4%) The frailty of man without 
* Him cannot but fall. — (e) Without 
Him nothing is ſtrong, nothing is holy, 
—— ) Wihout Him we are not abe 
to pleaſe Him. — (g) We lean only on 
* the hope of his heavenly Grace. — (+) For 


«K „ «a K «yy 


c 
He is the Author of all Godlineſs.— () Of 
his only Gift it cometh, that his faithful 
people do unto Him true and laudable 
ſervice. — () And He alone can order 
* the unruly Wills and Affections of (inful 
men. 

(% It is He that, 1 his ſpecial Grace 


preventing us, puts into our Hcarts good 


enables us to bring the ſame to good effect. 


„* — a = > a —— K eo 


— 1 


phary. (e) 4 Iripity. (/) 19 Trinity. 205 


. 2 Sunday in | Leat. (6) 1 Trinity. le) q 
Trinity. («) 5 Trinity, See and compare 4 pi. 


F pip hany. 25 23 '| rinity. (7) 13 Lrinuy. (#)4 
Eajter, ( ) Eater day. (#m) 17 Trinity. 


— 


. prevell 


— 


n 
prevent and follow us, and to make us 
« continually to be given to all good Works. 
— (a) * It is He that ſtirs up the Wills 
« of his faithful people, that they may plen- 
« teouſly bring forth the fruit of good Works; 
— (6) © It is He that, by his holy Inſpi- 
ration, diſpoſes us to think thoſe things 
© that be good, and enables us, by his mer- 
« ciful Guiding, to perform the ſame, —— 
(c) © It is He that grants us the Spirit to 
think and do always ſuch things as be 
« rightful 3 and who alone can enable us to 
live according to his Will. . 

(d) It is He that cauſes us to love the 
thing which He commandeth, and to deſire 
that which He doth promiſe. — (e) It is 
© He that gives us an hearty deſire to Pray, 
© and teaches us to aſk ſuch things as ſhall 
* pleaſe Him. — (f) Ir is He that diſpoſes 


© us duly to hear, read, mark, learn, and 


© inwardly to digeſt his holy Scriptures ; 


© and cauſes us, by patience and comfort 
© thereof, to embrace, and ever hold faſt, 
© the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life. 

(2) It is He that cauſes us to receive and 
* love the Word preached, and obediently 


4 = = 1 5 


(4) 25 Trinity, (5) 5, Eaſter. ö e Trinity. 
(d) 4 Eaſter. (e) 3, 10 Trinity. /) 2 Advent. 
2% St. Bartholomew, St. Peter, St. John Baptiſt. 


©to 
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to follow the ſame, by repenting according 
to that Preaching z — (a) that cauſeth us, 
being called by his holy Word, forthwith 
to give up ourſelves obediently to fulfil 
his holy Commandments ; — () that 
cauſeth us ſo perfectly and without al 
doubt to believe in his Son I x sus CHRIõI, 
that our Faith in his ſight may never be 


to know his Son JE SuS CHRIST to be the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, and ſted. 
faſtly to walk in the way that leadeth to 
eternal Life; — (d) that cauſeth us to 
ſhew forth all thankfulneſs to him for the 
light of his Goſpel 3 — (e) and thankfully 
to receive the ineſtimable Benefit of our 
Saviour's Sacrifice for Sin; — (/) that 
giveth us Grace that we may not be carried 
away with every blaſt of vain doctrine, 
but be eſtabliſhed in the Truth of his 
holy Goſpel 3 (g) keeping us ſtedfaſt in 
the true Faith, and giving us Grace to 
make confeſſion of it. 

(4) It is He that © keeps us continually 
in the true Religion, and brings us up in 
his ſtedfaſt Fear and Love; 5 — (4) that 


— — 


— . — — — „ 


(a) st. Andrew. (b) St. Thomas. Ce ) St. Phil 
and jacob. (d) St. Vaul. (e) 2 Eaſter, (/ S. 
Mark. (g) Trinity Sunday. (h) 5 I 
(i) 22 Trinity. 

e keeps 


reproved; — (c) that cauſeth us perfectiy 
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keeps us in continual Godlineſs, and cauſes 


© us to be devoutly given to ſerve Him in 


good Works; — (a) that grants us both 


© to perceive and know what things we 
« ought to do, and alſo gives us Grace and 


„Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame; 


) « cauſing us to be ready both in body 
and ſoul, that we may chearfully accom- 
* pliſh thoſe things which He would have 
done. e DAG eee 
) He © pours out his Grace into our 
WW Hearts, and cauſes us to be preſented un- 
d Him with pure and clean Hearts, — 
„%) © He governeth and ſanctifieth us by 
his Spirit, and cauſeth us truly and godly 


that are contrary to our profeſſion, and 


to the ſame. — (/) He regenerates and 


6 cyQQ}_ GWE wEHR. . 


' us his Children by Adoption and Grace; 
making us the Sons of Gop, and Heirs 


of eternal Life. (g) He teaches the 
Hearts of his faithful people, by the ſend- 
ting to them the light of his Holy Spirit, 


* and by the ſame Spirit cauſing us to have 


——_—— 


K* * 


(a) 1 Epiphany. © ( 20 Trigity. (c) Annun- 
Eton and Purification. (d) Good Friday, 2d Collect. 
?) Whitſunday. 

a right 


to ſerve Him; (e) eſchewing thoſe things 


following all ſuch things as are agreeable 


renews us by his Holy Spirit, and makes 


') 3 Eaſter, (/) Chrilimas day, & 6 Epiphany. 


— 


— 


— — 
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& 4 right judgment in all things, and ever. 
« more to rejoice in his holy Comfort. — 
(a) He grants us the true Circumciſion 
© of the Spirit, that our hearts and all ou 
members being mortified from all worldly 
and carnal luſts, we may ever obey hy 
« bleſſed Will. —— () It is He that givg 
dus Grace continual)” to mortify all ou 
corrupt affections, () to forſake all cove. 
© tous defires and inordinate love of riches, 


(4) all worldly and carnal affections? what. 


his holy Commandments, ——— (e) [ti 
He that mortifies and kills all vices in us, 
and ſtrengthens us ſo by his Grace, that 
by the innocency of our Lives, and con- 
ſtancy of our Faith, even unto death, we 
may glorify his holy Name; (f) and 
that ſo enables us to put away the leayen 
of malice and wickedneſs, that we may 
alway ſerve Him in pureneſs of living 
, CEE 
(g) It is He that creates and makes in. 
© us new and contrite Hearts, and cauſes u. 
to lament our Sins, and acknowledge our 
© Wretchedneſs, that we may obtain of 


— 1 


( 
c 
6 
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( 
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6 
b 
c 
7 
ſoever, © and to be evermore ready to folloy MW, 
[ 
6 
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(a) Circumcifion. C5) Eaſter- eye. Ce) St. Mit 
thew. (Ad) St. James. (e) Innocents. (/ 1 Ealie 
(gz) Aſhwedneſday, | 9 255 

« Hin, 


Collect. (V) 15 Trinity. (g) 4 Trinity. 


3 6 
Him, the Gop of all Mercy, perfect 
Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, (a) and by 
his bountiful Goodneſs be delivered from 
the bands of our Sins, which by our frailty 
ve have committed. ( And whereas 
through our Sins and Wickedneſs we are 
« ſore lett and hindered in running the race 
* that is ſet before us, his bountiful Grace 
and Mercy iy and dehvers us, and 
that oftentimes, ſpeedily (on our praying 
to Him for ſuch Help.) For He raiſes 
© up his Power, and comes among us, and 
with great Might ſuccours us; (c) keep- 
ing us both outwardly in our bodies, and 
inwardly in our Souls, and eſpecially de- 
' fending us from all evil Thoughts which 
may aſſault and hurt the Soul, (d) and 
giving us Grace to withſtand the Tetmp- 
tations of the World, the Fleſh, and tue 
Devil, and with pure Hearts and Minds 
"to follow Him the only Gop. (e) Thus 
He carries us ſafely through all Tempta- 
* tions, (/) keeping us by his Help irom 
all things hurtful, and leading us to all 
things profitable to our Salvation. (7) Thus 
He is our Protector, Ruler, and Guide, 


1 4 — 


— 


2 


(a) 24 Trinity. C5) 4 Advent. Ce) 2 Lent. 
{4) 18 Trinity. (e) 4 Epiphany. See the whole 
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(when we truſt in Him) cauſing. us fo to 


paſs through things temporal, that we f. 


nally loſe not the things eternal. (a) For 
He grants us (on our Prayers) ſuch a mea. 


« ſure of his Grace, that we may run the 
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way of his Commandments, and in the 
end obtain his gracious Proniiſes. | 

(4) It is He that © ſends his Holy Ghoſt, 
and pours into our Hearts the moſt ex. 
cellent Gift of Charity. (c) It is by hi 
filling us with the Holy Ghoſt, that we 
learn and are enabled even to love and 
bleſs our Perſecutors; and are ſo ſupport- 
ed in all our ſufferings upon earth for the 
teſtimony of his Truth, that by Faith we 
ſtediaſtly look up to Heaven, and behold 
the Glory that ſhall be revealed. — (4) He 
gives us the increaſe of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity ; and makes us to love that which 
He commands, that we may obtain what 


He doth promiſe, — (e) He pours into 
our Hearts ſuch Love towards Him, that 


we loving Him above all things, may 
obtain his Promiſes, which exceed all that 


we can deſire. (/) For He grafts in our 


Hearts the love of his Name; He in- 


— 


—_ 


(a) 11 Trinity. (6) Quinquageſima. 
Stephen. | 
Trinity. 


(c) St. 
(4, 14 Trinity. (e) 6 Trinity. (f) 7 


c creaſes 
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« creaſes in us true Religion; He nouriſhes 
aus with all Goodneſs; and of his great 
« Mercy keeps us in the ſame. 
Nor is his Grace confined to his believing 
Servants. (a) He ſhews alſo to them 
« that be in error the light of his Truth, to 
© the intent that they may return into the 
© way of Righteouſneſs; () turning the 
© hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of 
© the juſt, that they may be found an accept- 
© able people in his ſight. (c) He takes 
from them all ignorance, hardneſs of 
heart, and contempt of his Word; (4) and 
© by the wholeſome medicines of the Doc- 
* trines therein delivered, cauſes all the diſ- 
© eaſes of their Souls to be healed, 
The ſubſtance of what hath been deliver- 
ed, as the ſenſe and doctrine of our Church, 
concerning the Grace of Gop, is this: That 
as (e) * without Him we are not able to 
{ pleaſe Him; ſo we have continual need 
* of, and ought continually to pray for, his 
* Holy Spirit, that He may in All things 
direct and rule our Hearts; (f) that by 
* the help of his Grace we may be enabled 
© to keep his Commandments, and, on the 
* whole, to pleaſe Him both in Will and 
© Deed. 
a) 3 Eaſter. G) 3 Advent. Good Friday, 3d 
dich? (4) St. 12 e) 19 T 128 CF) 1 Trinky. 
+ P As 
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As for the part We bear, in reference to 
this Grace of Goo, we act in ſubordination 
to it, and concurrence with it; (a ) © we 
receive not (or ought not to receive) the 
© Grace of Gop in vain; * we comply with 
it, and ſtudy to uſe it to the end for which 
it is given, (5) © as good ſtewards of the 
manifold Grace of Gop. For it is 

(c.) © given to every man to profit withal, 
© and not to (4) hide in a napkin, or (e) bury 
© under ground, or to (/) fit idle ko 
uſing it. 

And that this 1s the Doctrine of our 
Church, as well as of the Scripture, is ſuffi- 
ciently plain from the tenor and drift of all 
the Petitions which the Church puts up for 
Grace. For (to give a few inſtances out of I * « 

many, and to take in the ſenſe of the reſt) I * 1 
As we pray for (g) the manifold Gifts 1 
of the Holy Ghott, ſo we beſeech Gop, © 5 
that He would not leave us deſtitute of If * | 
© Grace to us them alway to his Honour 
and Glory. As we (+) pray for © Grace to 
< uſe Abſtinence,* we pray for it to this in- 
tent, viz, That our fleſh being ſubdued to 
« the Spirit, We ourlelves may ever OBEY 


2 2 ® oa 
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(a) 2 Cor. vi. 1. 1 xv. 10. 600 1 Pet. iv. 
10. (e) 1 Cor. xii. (d) Luke xix, 20, &c. 
(e) Mat“ xxv. 18. 7) Mat. xx. 6. See John xv. 2. 
{g ) St. Barnabas. (4+) r Lent. 1 

6 Is 


© Co 
© his godly Motions in Righteouſneſs and 
© true Holineſs.” — As (a) we pray to Gop 
for the true Circumciſion of the Spirit,” it 
is to this end; that our Hearts and all our 
© Members being mortified from all worfdly 
© and carnal luſts, we may in all things oBE Y 
his bleſſed Will. — (H. Almighty Gop 
© firſt giving us Grace, We therewith (or 
in the uſe, and under the aſſiſtance, of that 
Grace) caſt away the works of dar kneſs, 
Fc. —— 0 He, by his Grace, mortifies 
and kills all vices in us: We, being 
* {ſtrengthened by his Grace, do ourſelves 
{d) * continually mortify our corrupt affec- 
© tions, (e) He cleanſes the thoughts 
of our Hearts by his Spirit, and cauſes us 
to be preſented to Him with pure and 
clean Hearts: (f) We, having his Spirit, 
and having the hope of eternal Life, do 
« purify ourſelves, that we may be pure 
as He is pure.“ The ſenſe is, Whatever 
Good is ſaid to be done by the Ore, con- 
ſtantly ſuppoſes the concurrence of the Other. 
Whatever (for inſtance) is ſaid to be done 
by Us, always ſuppoſes that we do it by. 
tie Help of Gop : Whatever is ſaid to be 


(a) Ciroumciſion. ( Advent Sunday. (e) In- 
nocents. (4) FEaſter eve. (e) Communion Service, 
Purification. (/) 6 Epiphany. See 1 John iii. 3. 
2. Cor. vii. 1. | 


„ done 


——— ä —— — entire SHI. —oůͤ Vu 


N 


(600% - 
done in us by GOD, always ſuppoſes that 
we ourſelves are concerned, by acting with 
and under Him. We do. nothing without 
GOD herein: Gop does nothing herein 
without Us. (a) We are workers 7oge- 
ther with Him.“ But as He is the fri 
and chief Agent (without whom we ourſelves 
could do nothing) therefore we humbly im- 
pute all to Him, we refer all to his Glory, 
as if all was done by Him alone, and we 
had no concern in it. 

The whole amounts to thus much; That 
as (b) We cannot do any thing that is 
good without Him, ſo it is by Him that 
we are enabled to live according to his 
Will: Or thus; ſc) As it is © His ſpe- 
* cial Grace preventing us, that puts into 
our Hearts good Delires ; ſo it is by his 
© continual Help that we are enabled to bring 

© the ſame to good effect. 
Thus you have, I think, the true and 

full ſenſe of the Church you have the hap- 
pineſs to be members of, clearly and impar- 
tially laid before you, with regard to this 


(a) 2 Cor. vi. 1. (6b ) 9 Trinity. — «© We 
have no power to do good works pleaſant and accep- 
table to Go p, without the Grace of Go p by 
Cutis preventing us, that we may have a good 
* will, and working with us when we have that goo! 
will. Article X. (Of Free wi/l } of the Church of 
England, (c Eaſter day. is | 


— 


important 
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important article of the Chriſtian Religion, 
And you have it drawn immediately from 
that very Book of the Church, which you 
may be ſuppoſed, every one of you, to have 
in your hands; and which, it may be rea- 
ſonably hoped, you will the more value, 
upon the- account of this and other excellent 
Doctrines, ſo agreeable to Scripture, which 
you ſee to be in it. [A ſhort, but very 
raluable, ſyſtem of Chriſtian Divinity might 
be extracted from that Book alone.] 1 
have dwelt the longer upon this Doctrine, 
becauſe it is of ſuch moment, and ſo ſervice- 
able to animate your breaſts and my own 
with true Piety. As is that which I am 
going to explain to you next, which pre- 
ſents you with the very foundation of Chri- 
ſtianity, and of your acceptance with Go 
therein; and therefore calls for your moſt - 
erious regarxe. wm 
VI. Laſtly ; In the Concluſion of the 
foregoing Prayer (Sect. VIII.) I have taught 
you, agreeably to the doctrines of Scripture, | 
and the conſtant manner of our Liturgy, to- 
offer up all your Devotions to Gop, not as 
truſting in any Righteouſneſs of your own, 
(tor Righteouſneſs, ſtrictly ſo called, you 
have none, nor can have any; and you 
would miſerably deceive yourſelves, if you 
thought yourſelves righteous) but in the ſole 
Righteouſneſs, in the ſale Merits, and ſole 
„ F:3 Media- 
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ſerve them. — We have proved that Al G. 


| doth good (without ſinning) 0 not one — . 
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Mediation of Jesvs CHRIST your Saviour; * 


and in Gop's Mercy and Acceptance freely F 

offered you in Him, and in Him only. Fr 7h 
He is the One Mediator between G OD an V 
Man (1 Tim. ii. 5.) And through Him h i. 
is, that Gop offers Favour and Acceptance H 


to Sinners; i. e. to truly repenting and be. th 
lieving Sinners (Murk i. 15. Acts xx. 2. 6 


& xxvi. 20.) to ſuch as, diſcarding the me. ne 
rit of their own works (be they ever fo good te 
or thought to be ever ſo good) do Place al 
their ſole dependence, their fole confidence, MW bi 


in the Mercy of Gop through CHRIS; hi 


a Mercy which they could no way deſerve lui 
or pretend to deſerve, but is freely given # 
them, in pure Kindneſs and Love for hu bes 


| ſake. N 


Now that this alſo is the Doctrine off 74 
Scripture, is very plain from the following int 
declarations; and we ought carefully to ob an 


are under Sin; as it is written, There is non 
Righteous, no not one. They are all (eval © ! 
the beſt) gene out of the way; they are lig. thy 
ther become unprofitable ; there is none tba an 


That every mouth may be' (topped, and all tht 


world become guilty before GOD. For All #9 
bave ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory oil Y 
GOD; being juſtified freely by his Ga, (b 
or mere Favour (on their acceptance of i wh 


6 with 


Cog) = 
« with humble, lowly, penitent, obedient, 
© thankful, and believing Hearts? ) through 
the Redemption that is in FESUS CHRIST : 
Whom GOD hath ſet forth to be a Propitia- 
tion, through Faith in his Blood, to declare 
His Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins 
that are pat, through the Forbearance of 
GOD: To declare, I ſay, His Righteou/- 
12% (and His only, no other being permit- 
ted to lay any Claim) that He (that Gop 
alone) might be juſt, and the Juſtifier. of 
him which believeth in JESU (pardoning 
him of his own mere Goodneſs, by a vo- 
luntary Act of Grace made in his favour.) 
Where is boaſting then in a man's own Righ- 
teouſneſs? It is excluded. By what Law ? 
Not of Works, but by the Law of Faith. 
Therefore we conclude that a man (a repent- 
ing Sinner) is juſtiſied by Faith (by his ready 
and full ſubmiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of 
Gop, and his Offers in CHR 1ST; when 
with a true penitent Heart and_lively 
© Faith he receives? thoſe Offers) and N 
the deeds of the Law (not by the merits of 
any deeds of his own : ) For by the deeds of 
the Law (which no man ever. hath punctu- 
ally fulfilled, ſo as to be without Sin) there 
ſhall no fleſh be guſtified in bis fight. For 
by the Law is only the knowledge of Cin, 
(but not the means of removing that Sin ; 
which is removed only by the free _ 
0 


( 164 ) 
of Gop, as offered in the Redeemer) Roy, 
ll. 
Thus again: Enter not into Fudgment 
(into ſtrict and exact Judgment) with thy 
Servant : for in thy fight ſhall no man liv- 
ing be juſtified (ſtanding on his own bottom, 
and truſting to his own righteouſneſs.) —— 
If Thou, LORD, ſhouldeſt mark iniquities 
(i. e. ſhouldeſt be extreme to mark what 
* hath been done amifs*) O LORD, who 
ſpall ſtaud? But there is Forgiveneſs with 
Thee (free Forgiveneſs, which no man can 
claim) that Thou maye#t be therefore feared, 
Pſalm cliii. 2. & cxxx. 3, 4. —Thus ſaith the 
LORD GOD, 1 will even deal with thee as 
thou hat done (or according to thy deſerv- 
ing. Terrible Sentence! Who may abide 
it,“ it Gop were thus to make good his 
Threatning! But mark what follows; 
which 1s the only ground of Comfort and 
of Hopes. He promiſes to enter into a gra- 
cious Covenant, for pardoning Sinners, on 
their ſincere Repentance, ſeeing and acknow- 
ledging with ſhame their errors, and turn- 
ing from them, and embracing the offers of 
Forgiveneſs with Thankfulneſs, by a fincere 
and lively Faith: For thus He Himſelf 
fpeaks to the Sinner, promiling him the 
Covenant of the Goſpel : ) Nevertheleſs, 1 
will remember my Covenant; I will eſtabliß 
anto thee an everlaſting Covenant [a — 
0 | | 0 
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ol Forgiveneſs: ] Then ſbalt thou remember 


thy ways, and be aſhamed, when / fhall 


etabliſh my Covenant with thee, and thou 
ſalt Know that I am the LORD: That 
thu mayef1 remember, and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of 
thy ſpame, when I am pacified towards thee 
for all that thou haſt done, Ezek. xvi. 59, 
60, 61, 62, 63.— IT will ſave you from all your 
uncleanne/s. In the Day that I ſhall have 


cleanſed you from all your Iniquities, Then 


ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your doings that were not good, and ſhall 
the yourſelves in your own fight, for your 
iniquities, and for your abominations. Not 
for Nur ſakes do I this, ſaith the LORD 
COD, be it known unto you. Be aſhamed 
and confounded for your own ways, Ezek. 
XxxVi, 29, 33, 31, 32. —— 4 knew that 
thog art obftinate : I knew that thou watt 
called a Trauſgreſſor from the womb. For 
my Names /ake (not for thy Righteouſneſs) 
will I defer mine Anger; and for my Praiſe 


(in being ſo forgiving) will 1 refrain from 
thee, that I cut thee not off. For mine own 


ſake, even for mine own ſake (not for thine) 
W will do it, Iſai. xlviii. 4, 8, 9, 11.— 
peak not thou in thine Heart, ſaying, For 
My Righteouſneſs hath the LORD (been 


merciful to me: No) Not for Thy Righ- 


teouſne/5, or for the Uprightneſs of thine 
„ | Heart. 
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Heart : For thou art a ſtiff-necked 'peopl, 4 


Deut. ix. 4, 5, 6. 
neſs and Love of GOD our Saviour towari 
Man appeared (in the gracious Covenant of 
his Goſpel) Not by Works of Righteouſni; 
which We have done, but according to Hy 
Mercy (his free Mercy in the Redeemer) þ, 
ſaved us, Tit. iii. 4, 5. —— That in th 
ages to come, He might fhew the exceeding 
Riches of his Grace, in his Kindneſs towari 
us through CHRIST FESUS. Forh 
Grace (or the voluntary Favour of Go) 
are ye ſaved, through Faith (in his Goſpel!) 
And that (viz. your being ſaved, or being 
put into the Way of Salvation, is) not if 
Your ſelves (for it is mere Grace) it is th 
mere Gif? of GOD (through ] ESU Cn R157! 
Not of Works, left any man ſhould boa#t: 
(For the Beſt of our Works: are imperfeR; 
and ſome, perhaps many of our Works 
are very bad; or at leaſt they are ſuch u 
we cannot preſume to juſtify before'G OP; 
nor can juſtify, if He ſhould (a) © lay Judg: 
© ment ta the line, and our Righteouſnels 
© to the plummet.* .—— Nevertheleſs, 
let us obſerve, that though our Work: 
cannot ſtand. the ſtrictneſs of his Scrutiny, 
and the ſeverity of his Demand; yet) 


— 


q . 4 6 1 4 
* — 


(a.) Wai. xxviii. 17. 
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After that the Rin en 


(267) 

) we are his workmanſhip for this very 

d; that is, we are on purpoſe created 

new in CHRIST FESUS (in the 2 
= | lan 


ys pP—_ 
* 


0 TC ) Eph. ii. 7—10. We are accounted righteous. 
WM before GoD, only for the Merit of our Lord and 
eayiour JEsUS CHRIST by Faith, and not for our 
"WW own Works or Deſervings.“ — Nevertheleſs, * Al- 
beit that good Works, which are the Fruit: of Faith, 
1 2nd follow after Juſizfication, cannot put away our 
is, and endure the ſeverity of God's Judgment; 
pet are they pleaſing and acceptable to Gop in 
JR Ck isT, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
bey Faith; inſomuch that by them a lively Faith 
nm be as evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by 
the fruit.“ Articles xi, xii. Fayth doth not ex- 
clude Repentaunce, Hope, Loue, Dreade, and the 
ſ Feare of GoD, to be joyned with Fayth, in euery 
nan that is iuſtifyed, but it excludeth them from the 
\ office of iuſtifiyng, It doth not exclude the juſtice 
of oure good Workes, neceſlaryly to be done after- 
warde of Duety towardes Gop (for we are moſt 
i bounden to ſerue Go p, in doyng good Dedes, com- 
WE maunded by Hym in his holy Scripture, al the dayes 
of our lyfe.) But it excludeth theym, ſo that we 
nay not do them to this entent, to be made good 
. ſo as to merit Juſtification] by the doyng of 
"WF them. For all the good Workes that we can do, be 
u perſite, and therfore not able to deſerue our Iuſtifi- 
cation: — But Gop of his mere Mercy, through 
the onely Merites or Deſeruing of his Sonne jt 5vs 
CnRIST, dbth iuftifie vs. 'Therfore we receiue it of 
„hn frely, by bis Mercie, without our deſertes, 
through true and lively Faithe,” [For which reaſon] 
we, conſideryng tne infinite Benefittes of Go p, ſhew- 
ed and -xhy bited vnto vs, mercyfully, without our 
deſertes.— vuzht, on our partie, to render e 
| a | « GoD 


( 168 ) 
ftian Religion) unto Good Works; whit) 
GOD hath before ordatned that we ſhiull 
Walk in them And He is pleaſed, in hi 
Goodneſs, to accept our ſincere, though 
imperfect, Obedience, in Him, and for hi; 
lake. „ 
This point is ſo important, and yet 6 
little conſidered, and indeed fo little under. 
ſtood, by many, that it may very well de. 
ſerve to be ſomewhat further inſiſted on, 
And as I am very ready to do you the belt 
Service I can, in clearing up this and other 
matters of the Chriſtian Doctrine, to your 
apprehenſion and conviction ; ſo I hope you 
will duly attend to the Inſtructions given 


you from the holy Writings, — Thus then 


——— 


8 — 


© Gop agayn, for his great Mercie and Goodnes. — 
For thele greate and mercy full Bevetytes of Goo (i 

they be wel conſidered) do not miniſter vnto vs occ- 

ſion to be idle, and to live without doyng any good 
© Workes, but (if we be not deſperate perſons) the 
© moue vs to render oure ſelfes vnto-Gop wholy, with 
« all our wil, hartes, might, and power, to ſerue Hin 
in all good Dedes, obeyng his Commaundements, 
« during our lifes; — and not willyngly to offend ſuche 
a mercifull Gop, and louyng Redemer, in woll, 
© thought, or deede. — Theſe be the frutes of true 
Faith, to do Good as much as lieth in vs, &* 
Homily on Salvation. Ebw. 1547. In theſe few and 
plain obſervations, you have the intire ſenſe of the 
Church of England, as to the Doctrine of Faſtifiatin 
and good Works, All agreeable to Scripture. 


thoſe 


J hoſe Writings ſpeak further on this head, 


„) The Scripture hath concluded All under 
is Sin, that the promiſe by Faith of FESUS 
CHRIST might be given lo them that be- 
io lieve. Therefore it is of Faith, th: it 

might be hy Grace, If by Grace, i! 1+ 40 


Of more of Yorks. For if it be of Works, it is 
n more of G: ace. hor 10 him that worketh 


(f i 1h canta Le ſuppoſed to be abſo- 
lu (zrtett, which it cannot be) the re- 


I poſſibly be ſo, when a ſinful Creature is ap- 
u pearing at the bar of his All-holy Creator, 
"FF and All- juſt Judge. But the caſe ſtands 
ol thus: Gop is pleaſed, of his own mere 
Mercy, to releaſe the Sinner of his Guilt, 
and to paſs by his Iniquit), and 1 
fon, and Sin. And to this end He hath, 
of his own accord, (&) opened a Fountain 
for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs (even a Foun- 
ain to cleanſe and to purify from all Sin) 
by ſending the (c) Redeemer to them that 
turn from Tranſgreſſion; promiſing, through 
Him, that (4) He will be merciful to their 
Unrighteouſne/s, and that their Sins, and 
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(a) Gal. iii, 22, Rom. iv. 16. & x1. 6. & iv. 4. 
(b) Zech. xiji. 1, (e) Iſai. lix. 20. (4d) Heb. 
Jul. 12. DE 
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ON 19 74 1ocheoned not of Grace, but of Debt. 
7 But in ſecci the caſe is not fo here, nor can 
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(170) 
their Iniquities He will remember no mor, 
For this Redeemer was ſent (a) to finiſs the 
Tranſgreſſion, aud to make an End of Sin, 
and to make Reconciliation for Tniquity, 
Him (and Him alone) hath G O D ex. 
alted to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 1 
give Repentance (i. e. to offer Mercy to Re. 
pentance) and Forgiveneſs of. Sins. To lin 
give all the Prophets witneſs, that through 
His Name whoſoever believeth in Him (em- 
bracing the Offers of his Goſpel to true 
Repentance) hall receive Remiſſion of Sin, 


Neither is there Salvation in any other : For 


there is none other Name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we muſt (or can) be 
ſaved. 

Be it known unto you therefare, Men and 


Brethren, that through This Man (J Es 


the Mediator between Gop and Men) is 
preached unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
And by Him all that believe (in the manner 
beforementioned) are juſtified from all things, 
from which ye could not be juſtiſied by the 
Law either of Moſes, or of Nature. For, 
as both condemn. Sin, ſo neither of them 
offer a Remedy for it. No, it is for His 
Name's ſake and for That only) that your 


—_ _— 


(a) Dan. ix. 24. 4) kev 31. Cx. 43. © 
LV. 12. gs 
$715 


Sins are forgiven you, Acts Xitl. 38, 39. 
I John 1. 12. 

There is (a) therefore Now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in CHRIST JESUS, 
(who are become fincere Converts to Him 
and his Religion, and who accordingly from 
henceforward) walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit, (H) Now Vr are in 
CHRIST FESUS, if indeed, by his 
Doctrine and Spirit, ye are become New 
Creatures. (c) And if ye be ia CHRIST 
ESU (thoroughly converted to Him in 
Belief and Practice, in Heart and Life) 
then is He of GOD made und You Wiſdum, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Santlification, and 
Redemption (i. e. Gop freely and gratui- 
touſly beſtows upon you all the Benefits 
ariſing from his Sufferings : I ſay, freely 
and without recompence) That, according 
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the LORD. (4) For who hath firs 
given to Him? and it [hall be recompenſed 19 
him again. None ſure, No: For (e) if thou 
be righteous (even as righteous as it is poſ- 
ſible for thee to be) yet what giveſt thou 10 
Him! or what receiveth He of thine hand? 


Fr OPIN 


a Rom. viii. 1. (6) 2 Cor. v. 1 7. CC} 3 ors | 
30, 31. (4) Rom. xi. 35, 36. (e) Job xxxv. 7. 14 
XXII, 2, 3. h 14 
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pberfect? No: He that is wiſe and . good, 
cannot be ſo to GOD. For of Him, ani 


the GRACE of GOD, which bringeth Sal. 


vealed) and the glorious Appearing of ile 
CHRIST; who gave Himfelf for Us, to 


(172) 
Can a Man be profitable unto GOD? bi 
any Gain to Him, that thou makef thy way 


may indeed be profitable unto Himſelf, bu 


through Him, and to Him, are all things, 
4% whom alone therefore be Glory. (a) Fo 
He hath ſaved us, and called us with an hi 
Calling, not according to our Woris, but at. 
cording lo his own Purpoſe and Grace, whith 
fie hath given us (and given us freely) i 
CHRIST FESUS , and hath according) 
made this Grace known to all nations, far 


the OBEDIENCE of FAITH. (6) Fu 


vation, hath appeared to all men to this ver) 
End; viz. To teach us that denying Ungod. 
line/s and worldly Luſts, we ſhould lint 
SOBERLY, RIGHTEOUSLY, and 
GODLY, in this preſent World; Jookin 
for that bleſſed Hope (which He hath re: 


Great GOD, and our Saviour FESUs 


the intent tha? by his ſo giving Himſelf 
He might redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
purify to Flimſelf a peculiar People ⁊ealou. 


— 


(a) 2 Tim. 1 Ka xvi. 26. (6) Tit. i. 
1114. | 
0 


GOOD WORKS, —— Thus hath 
6% GOD ſent his Son FESUS to bleſs us, 
in Turning away every one of us from our 
ſniquities. Thus it is, that ( He ſaves 
his People from their Sins. And if ye 
would accordingly be ſaved from your Sins, 
) Repent ye, and be converted, that your 
Sins may be blotted out. And, for the fu- 
ture, (4) Serve Him in Holineſs and Righ- 
touſneſs all the Days of your Life ; remem- 
bering that (e) without Holineſs no man ſhall 
ee Him; and that (F/) CHRIST is the 
Author of eternal Salvation to thoſe only 
that Obey Him. 8 1 
This is the Scripture Doctrine of the 
Porgiveneſs of Sins, according to the Cove- 
mnt of Grace in CHRIS JESUS 3 a Doc- 
nine full of Comfort to truly believing, re- 
; penting, returning Sinners; and to none 
but ſuch. TH 8 
From this Doctrine, thus laid before you 
tom the Book of Gop, you may learn the 
Jenſuing particulars, which the ſame Book 
teaches you, 4 
) To diſcard all thoughts, all preten- 
bons of your own Worthineſs, and to place 


— — — 
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(a) Ads iii, 25. () Mat. i. 21. (Ce) AQs iii. 
9, (4d) Luke i. 74,75. (e) Heb., xi. 14. 
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( 174 ) TY 
no truſt, no dependence, in any thing 
you do? (not even in your beſt works) x 
imagining they can be any way advan. 
tageous to Gop, or ſtrictly deſerve any thing 


from Him. No; it is CarisT deſerves 


and not You. — Say therefore with Jac, 
LoRD, I am not worthy of the least of al 
the Mercies, and of all the Truth which Than 


haſt ſhewed unto thy Servant, Gen, xxxi, 


10. Say with David, Thou art my LORD: 
My Goodneſs extendeth not unto Thee, Pſalm 
Xvi, 2. And when ye ſhall have done Al 
thoſe things which are commanded you, ſa, 
(as CHRIS hath taught you) We are unpro. 


fitable ſervants : we bave done that which wa; 


our Duty to do (and no more than what wa 
our Duty ; and therefore cannot ſtand upon 
any terms with Gop, nor demand any thing 
from Him as of right due to us: but what 
He gives, He gives freely, for the ſake oi 
his Son, and 1n virtue of his Promiſes made 
in the Goſpel Covenant.) Luke xvii. 10. 
(2) Learn from hence to acknowledge 
with Gratitude his free Grace and Favour 
in the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and to aſcribe 


to Him the Glory of all his Gifts. 9 


don, give, I pray thee, Glory to the LORD 
GOD, and make confeſſion unto Him, Joſh, 
vii. 19. Hear ye, and give ear, be ut 
proud; give Glory to the LORD your GOD, 
Jer. xiii. 15, 16, Give Glory to Hin, a 

aecha:? 


C3 
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OL 
declare his Praiſe, Iſai. xlii. 12. Give unto 
the LORD the Glory due unto his Name, 
1 Chron. xvi. 29. I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify Me, Pſalm JI. 15. Net 
unto Us, O LORD, not unto Us, but unto 
thy Name give the Glory, for thy Mercy, 


and for thy Truth's ſake, Pſalm cxv. 1. 


Suffer me a little, and I will ſhew thee that 
which I have to ſpeak on GO D's behalf ; 
[ will aſcribe Righteouſneſs to my Maker, 


Job xxxvi. 2, 3. — Now thoſe do beſt 


glorify Gop (and none but thoſe do glorify 
Him to any purpoſe) who thankfully accept 
the Offers of his Goſpel, and accordingly 
comply with them in Heart and Life. Fear 
GOD, and give Glory to Him Worſhip 
Him that made Heaven and Earih, Rev. 
xiv. 7. Repent to give Him Glory, Chap. 
xvi, 9. Whoſe offereth Praiſe, and order- 
eh bis Converſation aright, glorifieth Me : 
To him will I fhew the Salvation of GOD, 
Pſalm 1, 23. Thou haſt not humbled thine 
Heart, but ha#t lifted up thyſelf againſt the 
LORD of Heaven ; and the GOD in whoſe 
hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all thy 
ways, bat thou not glorified, Dan. v. 22, 
23. Were there not ten cleanſed ? but where 
are the nine? There are not found any of the 
nine that returned to give Glory to GOD by. 


Thankſgiving, Luke xvii. 18, Apply 


this to unthankful Chriſtians, who being : 
. barren 


(279). 
barren and unfruitful in the Knowledge they 
enjoy of our Lord FESUS CHRIST, art 
blind, and cannut ſee far off, and have far- 
gotten that they were purged from their old 
Sins, 2 Pet. i. 8, 9. And therefore to ſuch 
doth Gop Himlelf apply the following {e- 
vere denunciation : If ye will not hear, and 
if ye will not lay it to Heart, to give Glory 
unto my Name, faith the LORD of [iijis, 
1 will even ſend a Curſe upon you ; yea, I 
Have curſed you already, becauſe ye do nit 
lay it to Heart. For, ye are deparied out of 
the way; ye have corrupted my Covenant, 
Mal. ji. 2, 8. — Thus Men, by Sinning, 
come ſhort of the Glory of GOD : But, on 
their Believing and Repenting, are juſtified 
Freely by his Grace, through the Redemption 
that is in JESU, being acquitted, zhrough 
Faith in his Blood, from the guilt and pu- 
niſnment of Suns that are pat; and this 
through the abundant Forbearance of G OD, 
and the Riches of his Goodneſs, which lead- 
eth men to Repentance, Rom, ili. 23, e. 
114 

(3) From the foregoing Doctrine, let 
every Sinner learn to lay his hand on his 
mouth, and ingenuouſly confeſs, and thank- 
fully own, that it is of the mere Mercy of 
Gop, for the ſake of the Redeemer, that 
he hath any overtures of Forgiveneſs at all 


made to him; and that Gop might juſtly 
condemn 


„ £5 
condemn him, and that he ſhould not have 
one word to ſay againſt Him, if Go p 
hould do ſo. And therefore, upon this 
conſideration, let him repent and return to 
Gop, and by Faith working by Love, em- 
brace and cloſe in with the Offers of For- 
giveneſs made to him. — HF our paſt 
Unrighteouſneſs commend and ſet forth to 
advantage he Righteouſneſs as well as 
Goodneſs of GOD, 1n forgiving us, on our 
Faith and true Converſion from Sin, what 
all we ſay? Is GOD unrigbteous, ſup- 
poſing he ſhould zake Vengeance? GOD 


forbid, For then how Hall GOD judge the 


Warld ? [Shall not the Fudge of all the 
Earib do right © ] Tea, let GOD be own- 
ed to be true and righteous, but every Man 
a liar, in compariſon of Him: As it is 
written ; That Thou migbieſt be juſtified in 


[thy ſaying, and mighteſt overcome when Thou 


art judged Lor, clear when Thou judgeſt Sins 
ners] Rom. iii. 5, 6, 4. (Compare P/alm 
li. 4.) Gen. xviii. 25. (a) Wilt Thou, Sin- 
ner, diſannul G OD's Judgment? wilt Thou 
eondemn Him, that Thou mayeſt be righteous ? 
0) Shall mortal Man be more juſt than 
GOD? Shall a Man be more pure than his 
Mater? (c) How ſhould Man be juſt with 


OO © ON 


_ 


{a) Job xl. 8. (5) Job ir. 17. Ce Job ix. 2=4. 
0 | GOD? 


1-08) 

GOD? If be will contend with Him, þ 
cannot anſwer Him one of a thouſand of the 
tranſgreſſions that he hach committed. 7; 
72s wiſe in Heart, and mighty in Strength: 
Ibo bath hardened himſelf againſt Him, an 
hath proſpered © (a) Behold, He put u 
Truſt in his Servants ; and his Angels Hl 
charged with Foily : How much leſs in then 
that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe funds. 
tion is in the duſt, which are cruſhed befor 
the moth? () Ceaſe, my Son, from th 
inſtruction that cauſeth to err from the Mori 
of Knowledge. (c) For thou haſt ſaid, I an 
clean in GOD's Eyes. (d). But who can ſity, 
baue made my Heart .clean 5 I am pun 
from my Sin? @) O that GOD would ſpeak, 
and open his Lips againſt thee; and that It 
would fhew thee the ſecrets of true Wiſdom, 
that they are double to that which is | Num 
therefore that GOD exacteih of thee le 
(far leſs) hanuhine Iniquity deſer eth. If 
Ae cut thee off, who can hinder Him! Fir 
He knoweth vain men. He ſeeth wickeaneſ 
alſo; will He not then conſider it? (J) Re. 
member, I pray thee, Who ever periſhed, 
being Innocent? or where were the Righteous 


— 


a] Job iv. 18, b) Pr c 
ns 4 Job jv. x8, = of ) Por. x 5: 6 0 7 


2 Job iv. 3,0; I” 1. Exod. ix. 17. 
Cul 


(ry) 


kr off? Us not this ti fear, thy confidenee, 
tte ce, aud the nprightie's of br ? 
¶erefnee, I prov tue h, 
bear ten nuto my b * 7 
lf again: GO oer, 
) {f 1 w:;- M 4 e e ter, and 
Mae my hau. % i ayeſt 
T1 1M juſtiy fun me 14s Vile; Fu Te 
A. „„ a an <3 aim, that + ſhould anſwer 
im, and that we ſhould come together in 
emen  Neuher is there any Days-man 
Nor Umpire] betbixt us, that he might lay 
n band upon us boih, Bebold, He taketh 
1; Weway ; who can hinder Him? who will ſay 
re to Him, Ii hat doft Thou * How much 


s ſhall I anſwer Him, and chuje out my 
wirds ro reaſon with Him! Whom, though 1 
were righteous, yet would I not anſwer, but 
would make my Supplication to my Juage. If 
Juſt iſ'y my /elf,, mine own mouth ſhall condemn 


Ie. if I jay, I am perf-&#, it ſhall alſo 
r Wrove me perver/e. (h) If 1 be wicked, wo 
% me; and if be righicous, yet will I 


ot lift up mine head I am full of confuſion. 
) Behold, I am vile; *what all I anſwer 
Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 
Une have T-ſpoken, but I will not anſwer 


— 


{a) Job ix. 30——33, 12 14, 15, 20. ( Job 
. 15. (c) Job xl. 4, 5. ; ” 


+ 3 | again z 
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again; yea, twice, but I will proceed 1 

| farther (a) Su ly it is meet to be ſaid un 
to GO) , X have borne chaſtiſement, I wil 
ant offend an) more. That which 1 ſee not, 
teach i hou me: if ] have done iniquity, J 
ill do no more. (b) If Tuquity be in thin 
band, put it far away then fha's theu li 
up thy face without ſput; yea, ton fhilt by 
ſtedſaſt, and ſbait not fear. And the reaſon 
is, becauſe c) if thou thus cynfeſ3 and for 
fake thy Sins, GOD ts faithjui and -juſl, f 
forgive thee thy Sins, and to clew 2 2 
rom all Unrighteonſieſ : And this, through 
the Blood of U CHRIST his $4 
which cleanſeth thee fr 1m all Sin. -—— Knoy 
then, that as (4) GOD w by no mii 
clear the guilty (whillt he continues impent- 
tent and unbelieving) ſo, (e) if the wicked 
for/ake bis way, and the unrighte)us man bi 
thoughts, and return unto the LOR '); He 
vill have Mercy on bim, and will abunzaill 
pardon. 
Thus, from the whole of what hath been 
delivered under this laſt general Article, you 
ſee (I hope, very clearly, and to your full 
8 what is the great Doctrine of 


1 


«„ > a «„ a 22 , uu Mw fo x :x- 3 R$ 
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on I ) jo 9 7. 5 5 1) Exod, e ay 10 


Forgive 


Ml Forgiveneſi and Reconciliation ſet forth in 


Under a juſt ſenſe of this are you conſtantly 


( 181 ) 


the Goſpel. You ſee you have nothing to 
truſt to with regard to your own Righteouſ- 
neſs; nothing to aſcribe to Vourſelves but 
your Sins; nothing to depend upon with 
regard to the Forgiveneſs of them, but the 
free Mercy of Gop as offered in JESUS 
CHRIST, on the account of His Merits 
and Mediation. This, as hath been ob- 
ſerved and ſhewn, is the grand Leſſon which 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament con- 
ſtantly teaches you. This is the grand Leſ- 
ſon which the Church of England conſtantly 
inculcates ro you, throughdut her publick 
Offices, and in her Articles and Homilies, 


taught to put up all your Petitions for Mercy, 
and Pardon of Sins, and Salvation. And 
having this ſenſe of our own ünworthineſs, 
and of CyRisT's Merits, and of Gop's 
gracious Offers through Him, deeply 1m- 
printed on our minds, well may every one 
(even the very beſt) of us ſay, as we are 
taught to ſay daily to Gop, in our publick 
Confeſſion ; + We have left undone thoſe 
* things which we ought to have done ; 
* and we have done thoſe things which we 
* ought not to have done; and there is no 
* health * [no healthy conſtitution of Soul] 
in us. But Thou, O Lok p, have Mercy 

5 R upon 
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in CHRIST JESUs, (c) to the praiſe and 


(182) 
© upon us miſerable offenders. Reſtore 
being penitent, according to thy Promiſ 
declared unto Mankind in-CayRi1sT Js 
our Lord.“ In theſe Promiſes alone are 
our Hopes of Pardon, and not in any Righ- 
teouſneſs that we have done: For we are 
unprofitable ſervants, and miſerable offender;, 
(a) For in many things we offend all of us, 
And if we were to truſt in our own Righ- 
teoufneſs (which is like () the faff of # 
broken reed) we muſt ſink for ever. Truſt 
then only in the Mercy of Gop through 
CHRIsT : For in this alone is your Refuge, 
in this alone is your Safety; and with. 
out this you could not be ſaved. Afcribe 


the whole of your Hopes in this matter to 


his free Grace and condeſcending Kindneſs 


glory 


— 
—— — > 4 — — _ 
——— 
— ———__ 


a) Jam. iii. 2. (6) Ifai. xxxvi. 6. Ce) Eph. i 

£ 4 « We be 1125 by Goppes free Mercie, 
and the Merites of our Sauioure CHR 137 onely, and 
by no vertue or good wor ke of our owne.—T herfore, 


nin reſpect of Merite and Deſeruinge, we renounce 


© (as it wer) all other vertues — We humble our ſelues 
to Gop, and geue al the Glory to our Sauiour 
* CyRIsSTE, which is beſt worthy to haue it.” Homih 
on Sakvation. * We put not our truſt in any thing 
© that we do." Coll. Sexagzfma. * We do not pre- 
© ſume to come to thy holy Table? [or to 2 

_ ſelves 
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glory of his Grace, wherein He hath made 


us accepted in the Beloved : In whom we 
have Redemption through his Blood, even 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, according te the Riches of 
bis Grace; wherein Fe hath abounded to- 
wards us in all Wiſdom and Prudence, the 
higheſt Wiſdom and Prudence 1maginable, to 
be admired and for ever adored by Men and 
Angels. For He hath hereby at the ſame 
time acquitted the Sinner, without exacting 
any recompence at his hands; and hath 
maintained the character of his Juſtice and 
Holineſs, and the honour of his Laws, 
which the Sinner had broken, without giv- 


— 


—— . 
—_— 


ſelves to Gon in any other act of religious Worſhip, 
8s] © truſting in our own Righteouſneſs, but in hig 


manifold and great Mercies. — We own ourſelves 


' unworthy, through our manifold Sins, to offer unto 
Him any Sacrifice; therefore we do beſeech Him not 
© to weigh our merits, but to pardon our offences 
through Jesus CHRIST. — We acknowledge that 
it is by his meritorious Croſs and Paſſion [or Suffering] 
alone, that we obtain Remiſhon of our Sins, and are 
made partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven.“ Com- 
nunion Office. * We obtain Forgiveneſs of ogr Sins, 
' only by the infinite Goodneſs and Mercy of Gop; 
who (for the ſake of CR IST) pardoneth and abſfoly- 
*eth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
* lieve his holy Goſpel.” Morning and Evening Service. 
The whale Service-Book is full of theſe humble and 
juſt acknowledgements, . 
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ing him any encouragement to run on upon 
new ſcores, by returning to his paſt milde. 
meanors, He hath hereby abundantly (a) f. 
ctared his Forbearance, as well as his Kigh- 
reoufneſs ; that He might, without any de. 
mand from the Sinner, ſhew Himſelf juf Mi, 
as well as merciful, by being the Juſtiſer Mc 
of him which believeth in FESUS. For 
now () he that believeth on Him that juſti- Wt 
eth the ungodly (on his turning from his MW; 
Ungodlineſs, and becoming a ſincere Con- Wy 
vert to Righteouſneſs and Chriſtianity) hath W 6 
his Faith alone accounted to him for Rigb. , 
teouſneſs ; i. e. for his complete Juſtification, IN / 
and Acquittal from his paſt Sins; having Wl , 
no Righteouſneſs of his own to juſtify and Iſl 


acquit him. That is, Gop is pleaſed, on 
his ſincere believing and accepting the Of. 
fers of his Goſpel, fully to acquit him from 
the Guilt of his paſt Sins, and from the I! 
Puniſhment due to them, without expecting 
or deſiring any recompence from him, in Wl, 
lieu of his paſt miſbehaviour. And there. 
fore he hath now no more to do, but to 
take care (as in all reaſon and gratitude he 
ought to take care) that being now /c) mad 


, — 


— — 


(a) Rom. iii. 25, 26. (6) Rom. iv. 5. (e) John 
v 14. : | - | 
| qv119t 


V 
whole, he fin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
Lame unto him. For it he doth, (a) the laſt 
ie of that man is worſe than ihe firſt. 
(b) For if after he bath eſcaped the pollutions 
of the world, through the Knowledge and Be- 
lief of the Lord and Saviour FESUS 
CHRIST, be is again entangled therein, 
and overcome, How can it otherwiſe be; but 
that the latter End muſt be worſe with Lim 
than the Beginning (when he was firſt con- 
yerted, and thereupon acquitted from his 
Sins? ) For it had been indeed beiter for him 
wt to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, 
(i. e. not to have known Chriſtianity) than 
after he hath known it, to turn from the boly 
Commandment delivered unto him, the Com- 
mandment to live pure and holy from 
thencefor ward. And as every Sinner un- 
der the light of the Goſpel muſt needs 
know this Commandment, and cannot poſ- 
ſbly plead Ignorance; fo every Sinner un- 
' der chat Light muſt needs be condemned 
(condemned. in his own Conſcience) for the 
commiſſion of his Sins, and the omiſſion of 
his Duty 3 and therefore (without true Re- 
pentance) mult needs at laſt be condemned 


len. 


— — 


(a) Mat. xii. 45. (b.) 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 
„ for 


1 

for both by the ſentence of his Judge. For, 
(a) the Word that FESUS hath ſpoken, 
the ſame ſhall judge and condemn him in the 
laſt Day. | 

I judged the clearing up of this great 
Point to you, and the clearing it beyond 
all exception, to be a matter of the laſt im- 


portance to you, on many accounts: And 


thereſore have | been (and gladly been) at 
all this pains in clearing it: And I am now 
willing to hope that the pains I have been 
at, will not prove to have been beſtowed on 
you to no purpoſe. —— The ſucceſs of thoſe 
pains depends upon You, and upon the 
Grace of Gop attending Lou. See that 
neither of them prove to be in vain through 
your Negligence; leſt that Negligence ſhould 
turn at laſt (as it certainly will turn) to your 
Condemnation. Lo, I have told you., There: 
fore Watch / „ 
All that remains now, with regard to 
the concluding part of the Prayer which J 
have laid before you, is juſt to remind you, 
as the Prayer itſelf doth, in whoſe Name 
you are to put up all your Addreſſes of this 
kind. Not in your own Name, it is plain 


— 
. 
* 


(a) John xiii. 48. 


ꝑ— 
at firſt ſight: For the foregoing obſervations. 
may convince you to the contrary, and 
hope have convinced you. It is only in the 
Name of our Lord IJ Es Vs CHRIST, that 
al Believers in Him are to offer up their 
Addreſſes to Gop. For, as there is none 
« other Name under Heaven given among 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved,” ſo there 
z no other in whom, or for whoſe ſake, 
our Petitions ſhall be accepted, but He ; 
s I ſhall ſhew you preſently from the 
Oracles of Go Dp, who hath appointed 
Him to be the Interceſſor in the behalf of 
— ͤ 15 

But firſt let me briefly note to you, and 
deſire You to note alſo, the diſtinguiſhing 
excellence of our Book of Common- Prayer 
In this reſpect. In that Book you ſee every 
one of the Prayers which we direct more im- 
mediately to the Father, directed to Him 
in the Name of CHRIST: For they all con- 
dude with His Name and Mediation. That 
jou may the more diſtinctly apprehend the 
meaning and deſign of this method of appli- 
cation, which we ſo conſtantly uſe, and the 
neceſſity of uſing it, you will obſerve in the 
firſt place, that we are very nearly concern- 
ed herein as we profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians : 
For hereby we make open and honourable 
Kknowledgment of our Faith in the Son of 

1 - Gop, 


* 


w 


(188) 
Gov, * confeſſing to bis Name (Heb. xiii, 
15.) But this 1s not the whole intent of our 
Church. What I conceive is more pecu- 
| liarly intended, is this: 1. We hereby con- 
feſs and declare, that in and of ourſelves we 
are altogether unworthy to put up any Peti- 
tions to GoD, whom we have ſo much and 
ſo often offended. 2, That therefore we do 


not in the leaſt hope or expect to be heard, , 


and to have our requeſts granted us, for any 
deſervings of our own : For we deſerve no- 
thing that is good at the Hands of Goy, 
3. That, for that reaſon, we hope for ac. 
ceptance only through CHRIST, whom 
Gop hath appointed to be our Mediator, 
and through whom He hath promiſed to re- 
ceive us. Laſtly, That, nevertheleſs, ve 
hope to be accepted through Him, only ſo 
far as, and no farther than, we are his Di- 
ſciples; i. e. fincere Believers in Him, and 
followers of his Word. This is the plain 
and full ſenſe of that clauſe (or any other 
like it) wherewith we conclude all our Pray- 
ers; viz. Through FESUS CHRIST our 
Lord. Which ſenſe is very well expreſſed 
in the Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after 
Trinity. 


— 


* — — — 


Tue tranſlation in the margin. 


Now 


T3 

Now that you may ſee we do not ground 
our pious Addreſſes to Gop, in the Name 
of his Son, on any thing leſs than his own 
expreſs and repeated Inſtructions to this pur- 
poſe, I here preſent to your view and conſi- 
deration the following paſſages out of the 
Word of Truth. —- | 7 

J am the Way, ſaith CHRIST. I am 
the Door By Me ſhall men enter in, John 
xiv. 6. & x. 9. There is one Mediator be- 
tween GOD and Men, the Man CHRIST. 
JESUS, 1 Tim. ii. 3. Through Him we 
bave Acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father, 
Eph. ii. 18. Through Him we have Peace 
with GOD, and Acceſs to Him by Faith, 
Rom. v. 1, 2. — Thus the Apoſtles offer- 
ed their Prayers and Praiſes to Gop in His 
Name. I thank my GOD through FESUS 
CHRIST, Rom. i. 8. Giving Thanks 
for all things unto GOD and our Father, in 
the Name of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
(i.e, as being Diſciples of CHRISrH, and 
truſting only in His Merits and Mediation) 
Eoh. v. 20. And they have charged us to 
follow their Example herein. Y/hatſoever 
je do, in Mord or Deed, do All in the 
Name of the Lord JES Us, giving Thanks 
"GOD and the Father by Him. -— By 
im therefore let us offer the «Sacrifice of 
Praiſe to GOD continually, — For we 
N [Chriſtian 


( 190 ) 
{Chriſtian Believers] are an holy Prieſt hood 
to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices, acceptable 1 
GOD by FESUS CHRIST : That GOD 


in all things may be glorified through 7 ESUS 


CHRIST, Col. iii. 17. Heb. xul. 15, 
1 Pet. ii. 5. & iv. 11. — And our Lord 
Himſelf hath given us the greateſt encou- 
ragement thus to addreſs ourſelves to Gop 
in His Name, by aſſuring us that our Re- 
- ws ſo offered up (as proceeding from 
Incere Faith in Him, and ſincere Obedience 
to his Will) ſhall be granted: Mat ſoevir 
ye ſhall aſt in My Name (or as being my 


true and cordial Diſciples) that will I d,, 


that the Father may be glorified. in the Son 
Verily I ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall 
aſk the Father in My Name, He will giv 
it you That is, If ye abide in Me, an 
my Words abide in you, ye ſhall aſe, and il 


Hall bs done unto you. For we muſt aſe in 


Faith, nothing wavering, John xiv. 13. & xvi 
23. xv. 7. Jam. i. 6. — Having, thert- 
fore, Brethren, boldneſs to come unto Gon 
by the Blood of FE SUS (in whom we haut 
boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence by tht 
Faith of Him) let us draw near with a trut 
Fleart, in full aſſurance of Faith, having 
our Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcientt, 


and lifting up holy Hands, without wrath 


and doubting, Heb. x. 19, 22. Eph. iii. 12. 
1 I Tim. 
o 


= „„ 

Tim. ii. 8. — And laſtly, ſince we know 
ut what to pray for as we ought ({uch is 
our Ignorance in r let us put our- 
ſelves under the Conduct of the Hol Spirit, 
continually depending upon his Direction, 
and begging of Him to help our Inſirmitiss. 
For if we do thus, the Spirit will direct us 
to make our Petitions aright, and will Hin- 
ſelf make Intercefſrom for us, according to 
the Will of GOD. And GON, we know, 
is both able and willing to do for us exceed- 
ing abundantly, above all that we can aſt 
i think : Unto whom be Glory in the Church 
Wy CHRIST FESUS, throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen. Rom. viii. 26, 

Y. Eh i. 20% ..... 
Thus I have explained to you the na- 
ure, intent, obligation, and uſes of every 
one of thoſe ſeveral Parts of Prayer, of 
which I have given you inſtances in that 
Prayer itſelf, which J have at the begin- 
ning of the ſecond Addreſs recommended 
o your ufe. And now you ſee, I believe, 

that I had ſufficient Rraſons for dwellin 

thus long upon ſo important a Subject, an 
handling it fo diſtinctly, to clear it up to 
your apprehenſions, and to impreſs it on 
your minds. For, by this manner of ſet- 
ung it forth to you, you may diſcern very 
plainly, that Prayer is not only, in the ge- 
1 85 neral, 
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neral, a great Duzy, but contains, in the 
ſeveral parts of it, matter of much uſeful 
and neceſſary Iaſtruction ſo uſeful and ne. 
ceſſary, that you have all the moſt eſſential 
Points of Chriſtian Doctrine and Practia 
contained therein. Which, ſince I have 
taken the pains to ſet forth and explain 
to you, in theſe Remarks, I cannot noy 
but hope, that if you have deliberately read, 
and carefully conſidered, what I have laid 
before you, you are by this time in a very 
great meaſure more &know#ing Chriſtians than 
you were before you began this reading, 
And why may I not alſo have encourage- 
ment to hope, that you will hereupon, 
from henceforward, ſhew in fact the fruit 
of your greater Knowledge, by growing 
more zealous and active in your Religion, 
in proportion to the Excellence that you 
ſee to be in it, and to the Neceſſity there 
is of practiſing it, and of having your 
minds thoroughly moulded into the tem- 
per of it? Will you not give me en- 
couragement to expect this from you for 
the future? I am almoſt perſuaded you 
will; and I aſſure myſelf that ſome of you 
will: GOD grant that All may! 


End of the REMARKS. 
Although 
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Although the length of the foregoing 


Remarks may induce ſome perſons to think 
the firſt and ſecond Family Prayers are 


thereby too far ſeparated, yet I could not 
prevail on myſelf to omit thoſe Obſerva- 
tions on the firſt Prayer; which I flatter 
myſelf will be of the greateſt moment, not 


only towards underſtanding and purſuing 


the true intent of this and all other like 
Prayers, but alſo, in an eſpecial manner, 


to give you a juſt ſenſe of ſome of the moſt 


important Doctrines of our holy Religion ; 
particularly that of Reconciliation and Ac- 
ceptance with Gop through JESUS CHRIST, 
and of the Neceſſity of Divine Grace to diſ- 
poſe and enable us io obey his Will. When 
you read thoſe Remarks, you will ſee how 


much reaſon I had to inculcate and explain 


thoſe Doctrines: Which I hope I have done 
to the ſatisfaction of all unprejudiced Chri- 
ſtians ; taking only the holy Scriptures and 
the Church of England for my guide in theſe 
matters, > 
Before I proceed to give you the other 
Prayers that I promiſed, I would diſcourſe 
with you a little about this which I have 
already laid before you. I might reaſona- 
bly hope (after having furniſhed you with 
a Prayer, wherein the chief intereſt of every 
one of you is ſo nearly and daily con- 
cerned) 
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| cerned) that you would daily and conſcien, 


tiouſly uſe it in your ſeveral Families. Ne. 
vertheleſs, as much reaſon as there is for thus 


uling it, 1 cannot but own I am ſufficiently 
apprehenſive, that ſome, if not moſt of you, 


will think this Prayer ” o long to be Caily or 


ordinarily uſed. 


But let me only aſk you this fair and ſo. 
ber Queſtion: Would you think it too long, 


if it was a piece of News, or a diverting 
Tale, to be read in your Family? — Ot, 


do you not ſpend many a quarter of an hou 
(which 1s perhaps more than this Prayer 
would take up) nay many an hour, 4n other 


matters that are leſs profitable, that leſs con- 


cern you, and Jeſs become you? Anſwer it 
fairly to me, and to your own Conſcience 


but above all to Gop, if you can anſwer it 


Why then, my Brethren, why will you raiſe 


objections that cannot ſtand, but will recoil 
with double force upon your owa heads, 
whenever you offer to make them? — Why 
will you indulge Sloth, and a Liſtleſineſi to 


Devotion ? For it is indeed nothing elſe but 


this, at the bottom. And ſay, it you can, 
Say with Truth, if you can, that it is other- 


wiſe. And if you offer any thing reaſonabl, 
I will endeavour to ſatisfy you, and en 
not to ſatisfy you. The f1# Chriſtians, 1 


am ſure, would not have thought this Prayer 
too 


C195} „„ 
do long; no, nor the fir Proteſtants. 
How are we degenerated! 

However, for the preſent, that I may 

rot be too hard with you (which Tam by no 

Y neans willing to be) I will endeavour to 

make the matter as eaſy as I can to you, by 

r{propoling a middle way. 
Let me then only deſire you, if you can- 

- Woot every day go through the whole, to uſe 

Wome Part or Parts of this Prayer daily; — 

o Wone Part at one time, another at another, 

, Miccording as your Diſcretion ſhall direct, 

er Circumſtances permit. Neverthelels, 

r gmough you ſhould judge it proper to take 

this courſe on ordinary Days; yet I may 

- Wiope that you will endeavour commonly to 

so through the entire Prayer on the Lord*s- 

boys or Sundays; ſince on thoſe days you 

. may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have more 

e eiſure than on other days: And you well 

ow that this Day is peculiarly ſet apart 

„by Gop Himſelf) for the exerciſes of Pie- 

1 Wy; yet not for the fake of thoſe exerciſes: 

0 Witemſelves (for Gop values them not as 

nerely ſuch) but for the ſake of improving 

„the Soul in Holineſs, and fitting it thereby 

„or a happy Eternity: Towards the doing 

„of which, theſe Exerciſes. are a neceſſary 

Nt WF neans, and have a neceſſary tendency, un- 
ler the influences of his Grace, 
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But, how little ſoever you ſhall think fi 
to uſe of this Prayer at any one time, yet [ 
muſt requeſt of you (and 1 do adviſedly and 
earneſtly requeſt of you) to put up' thoſe 
Parts of it which you do put up, with due 
Devotion; with the Devotion of the Heart, 
as well as the utterance of the Lips. Pray 
conſider, my Brethren, and call to mind 
ſeriouſly, that whilſt you are praying (whe- 
ther it be ſeparately every one by himſelf, 
or together with your Families, - or with the 
Church in publick) you are in the Preſence 
of the Great GOD, the Sovereign Majeſty 
of Heaven; and, as becomes poor creatures 
and ſinners, are ſupplicating for his Mercy, 
winch you have the greateft need of: And 
whilſt you are doing this, conſider, I pray 
you, that you are addreſſing your ſelves to 
a Being, who all the time is privy to all 
your 7houghts, as well as heareth all your 
Words, and knoweth whether they. come 
from the Heart ; which above all He re 
quires from you. (a) Son, give me ih 
HEART. Give it voluntarily and freely; 
and give thine Whole Heart. -— I ake heed 
left by any means ye fall under that ſevere 
Denunciation of the Son of Gop; (% 7 
Hiypocrites, well did Eſaias propheſy of yi! 
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r Hing, This people draweth nigh unto. Me 
[MW 2ith their Mouth, and honoureth Me with. 
> their Lips; but their HEART is far 
fe m Me. But in vain do they worſhip Me, 
acting after this manner, — (4) With their 
Mouth they ſbe much Love; but heir 
HEART poeth after their Coverouſneſs,- 
(after their worldly affairs; following too 
* much the devices and deſires of their own 
Hearts; even perhaps whilſt they are 
uttering theſe very words in their Confeſſion: 
to God. Thus their Heart goeth after 
© their Covetouſneſs, whilſt with their Mouth 
they are ſhewing much Love.“) —Theſe are 
the Words of GO D Himſelf, who knows 
the Heart of Man, and eſpicth every wan 
dering Thought: (Y) I know-tbe things that 
come into your mind, every one of them, 
le) How long then ſoall vain Thoughts lodge 
within ou? (d) Cleanſe therefore your: 
bands, ye Sinners, and purify your Hearts, - 
je double. minded: (Cleanſe and purify both, 
as at all times, ſo eſpecially when Gen ap- 
proach to Gop in Prayer.) Tou it is 
not 7 that ſpeak theſe Woge unto you, but 
the Scripture ſpeaks them. 7 apply them 
not to ay one * you; but leave Jou to 


a „„ 
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(a) Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 4) Ezek. xi. 5. 4 ä 
ir. 14. (4) Jam. iv. 8. . 


2 apply 


- on © 
apply them, if you are conſcious they con- 
cern you, (a) Nor do { write theſe thing 
1% ſhame you, but as my beloved ſons I warn 
you. And it can by no means be needleſs to 
give you ſuch Warning. | 

Now therefore, my Friends and dear 


| Fellow- Chriſtians, that you may be the 


better able (through the Divine Afiiſtance) 
both to regulate your Thoughts in Prayer, 
and alſo to offer them up with due Devo- 
tion and Uunderſtanding (for you are to 
(b) pray with the Spirit, and with the Un- 
derflanding) permit me to offer to you one 
piece of uſetul Advice; wiz. Study your 
Prayers before you preſent them to Goy, 
Study them well before-hand. Conſider 
them attentively, Conſider what you are 


about to ſpeak. (c) Be not raſh with thy 
Auth, and let not thine Heart be haſty 10 


utter any thing before GOD: For GOD i, 
in Heaven, and thou upon Earth : Therefore 
tet thy Words to Him be well-weighed, as 
well as fezw in compariſon, or far from vain 
babling and (d) much ſpeaking. Read over 
your Prayers deliberately to yourſelves be- 
fore-hand: Conſider thoroughly the dritt 
and intent of every Petition, and endeavour 


— 


— 


(a) 1 Cor. iv. 14. (6) 1 Cor. xiv, 15. (c) Ec 
Clei; v. 2. d Mat. vs. 7. 


thereby 
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other good Book, relating to Religion: — 
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thereby to get your Hearts thoroughly af- 
fected with the ſenſe of them. Eſpecially 
uſe this method at the beginning, when you 
are about to apply yourſelves to the uſe of 
any Prayer, that you have not been ac- 
quainted with before that time. If you take 
this Advice, you will find the benefit of it. 
For your Minds will certainly be the better 
diſpoſed for Prayer; and you will find 
more delight therein, and more: Fervour or 
pions Warmth in your Minds, with more 
Attention, and: Reverence, and: Love; and 
conſequently your Prayers, thus offered from 
a conſiderate and pious Heart, will be the 
more acceptable to Gop, and give your 
own Souls greater comfort in thinking of 
them afterwards. ST FITS 

I might alſo recommend to you another 
Advice, which would certainly be uſeful to 
this purpoſe. Bur I ſhall only recommend 
it in the way of Propoſal. As thus; 
Suppoſe, before you addreſs yourſelves to 
Gop in Prayer, you would (ordinarily ar 
leaſt) make it a Rule, to read a Chapter or 
two in the ſacred Scriptures ; particularly 
ſome of the Pſalms, or ſome part of the 
New Teftament ; or elſe a portion of ſome 


ſay no more: — You will conſider of it. 
[ would only obſerve further, that if you 
ſhall be pleaſed to follow either or both — 
N theſe 
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theſe Counſels which I offer you, as you 
will hereupon and hereby undoubtedly be 
better fitted in your Minds for your more 
private Devotions z fo you will alſo come 
better prepared for the Devotions of the 
Church, For your Devotions at home will 
fit and prepare you for thoſe of the Sanctu- 
ary. And the more you improve in the 
former, the more you will find yourſelves 
improved in the latter. And your Atten- 
tion, your Reverence, and your Piety will 
grow upon your Minds in both. | 

Now, ſince it is poſſible that ſome of you 
may not (though it 1s not very reaſonable that 
any of you ſhould-not) have uſed Prayers 
in your Families hitherto, -and that the fore- 
going Prayer may indeed be ſomewhat too 
long for ſuch when they firſt begin this good 
Practice, eſpecially for thoſe that are unlet- 
tered ; I ſhall, for the ſake of ſuch perſons, 
here ſubjoin one or two ſhorter Prayers. The 
former indeed of theſe is confiderably longer 
than the latter, though ſhorter (if I miſtake 
not) than that which I have already laid be- 
fore you. But I hope none of you will 
think even this too long. I am very ſure, 
if you duly conſider it, you cannot: And 
if ever your Hearts come to be thoroughly 
affected with a true ſenſe of Religion, you 
will judge that nothing that is contained 1n 
this Prayer can well be ſpared, For 8 

WI 
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will then feel your own Needs more ſenfi- 
bly, and difeern- thoſe of others more clear- 
ly; and will therefore be excited to pray, 
and to pray earneſtly, both for yourſelves 
and: them, under every article of Chriſtian 
Prayer. And when you find your Hearts: 
thus affected, then tell me, if you judge 
this (or even the foregoing) Prayer too long. 
However, in the mean time, to comply 
with the infirmities of ſuch Beginners as I 
have mentioned, I have-contrived the latter 
of theſe two Prayers as ſhort as poſſible. It 
| WW is fo very ſhort, that even illicerate perſons, 
of tolerable memories, may ſoon and eaſily 
get it by heart, although they cannot read. 
And ſorely ſome good Neighbour, or even 
a Child ot their own that can read, or 
laſtiy, I myſelf, will readily aſſiſt them; 
by reading it over to them, till they can fix 
it in their memories, and fo be able to uſe 
it daily in their Families from thencefor- 
ward, And as for others, even They, ra- 
ther than not pray at all in their Families, 
may, when ſtraitened in Time, uſe that 
latter Prayer. But for general and more 
conſtant uſe, I would chuſe to recommend 
to them this that follows, as well as the 
toregoing. 
The former of theſe two „Paper VIZ; 
that which next comes on (which I was ve- 
ry unwilling to curtail) is fo divided into 
Parts: 
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Parts or Pqrtions, that you may eaſily 
ſhorten it, if you ſhall ſo think fit, when. 
ever occaſion may require, 


Another PRAYER for a FA MI LY. 


variation, by a ſingle perſon in private.] 
. 


our Lord JESUS CR RIS, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men; 
—— © We acknowledge and bewail our 
« manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, Which 
© we from time to time moſt grievouſly 
have committed, by Thought, — Word,— 
and Deed, —againſt thy Divine Majeſty ; 
— © Provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath 
© and Indignation againſt us. _— We do 
© earneſtly repent, And are heartily ſorry 
for theſe our Miſdoings : —* 


® Here it maybe The remembrance of them 
proper to make 
a /hort pauſe, | . A 
ee N © Burden of them is intolera- 


membrance, e- us, have Mercy upon us, 
Lene eon , og ferciful Father : — 

3: _ © For thy Son our Lord I Esus 
« CHRIST's ſake, Forgive us all that is 
_ © paſt: — For His ſake, whom Thou 
© haſt ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through 
Faith 


IMbich may alſo be uſed, with ſome little 


G ALMIGHTY GOD, Father of 


is grievous unto us; The 


, Cular Sins 7 re- ble. — Have Mercy upon 
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0 Faith i in his Blood, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins that are paſt, megifully forgive us 
our paſt Treſpaſſes — Receive and com- 
fort us, who are grieved and wearied with 
« the burden of our Sins: — Thy pro- 
« perty is always to have Mercy : '=— To 
Thee only it appertaineth to forgive Sins: 


— © Spare us therefore, good LoR p, ſpare 


* thy people whom Thou haſt redeemed. 
— Enter not into judgment with thy Ser- 
«© vants, who are vile earth, and miſerable 


Sinners. — Be favourable, O Loxp, be 
* favourable unto thy People. _—— Turn us, 


good Lon p, and fo ſhall we be turned. 
© —— Create and make in us new and con- 
trite Hearts; that we worthily lamenting. 
« our Sins, and acknowledging dur Wretch- 


''edneſs, may obtain of Thee, the Gop of 
* all Mercy, perfect Remiſſion and For- 
giveneſs. — And grant, we beſeech Thee, 


that we may ever hereafter ferve and picaſe 


0 Thee i in Newneſs of Life. . 
1 
(Dor whereas through the weakneſs 
© of our mortal nature, we can do no 


good thing without Thee; and that through 
« our Sins and Wickedneſs we are fore lett 
© and hindered in running the race that is 


© ſet before us; — we therefore humbly 
* and earneſtly pray Thee, that thy Grace 
: and Mercy may ſpeedily help and deliver 
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us; enabling us to withſtand the Temp: 


ed by thy mighty Power, being ſupported 
by it in all Dangers, and carried faf: 


Holy Spirir,. that He may in all things 


by his merciful Gu:ding be enabled to 


< — [Inftruct our Hearts by Him in the 
© heavenly Doctrine of our Bleſſed Saviou), 
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tations of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devi), and with pure Hearts and Mind; 
to follow Thee the only Gop ; — tha 
we, who lean only upon the hope of thy 
heavenly Grace, may evermore be defend. 


through all Temptations. 

It is Thou, O Los, alone that can 
order the unruly Wills and Affections of 
ſinful men: — Grant us therefore thy 


direct and rule our Hearts; — that by 
his holy Inſpiration we may be diſpoſed 
to think thoſe things that be good, and 


perform the ſame z — that ſo our Hearts 
and all our Members being mortified 
from all worldly and carnal] luſts, we maj 
in all things obey thy bleſſed Will; b) 
ever obeying the godly Motions of thy 
good Spirit, in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; and ſtudying always to ſerve 
and pleaſe Thee, in pureneſs of Living 
and :T ruth.: - 

Grant us by the ſame good Spirit © 
have a right Judgment in all things, and 
evermore to rejoice in his holy Comfort 
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« and his holy Evangeliſts; — and give us 
Grace, that being not like Children car- 
© ried away with every blaſt of vain doc- 
« trine, we may be eſtabliſhed in the Truth 
« of thy holy Goſpel. — Grant us ſo per- 
« fetly and without all doubt to believe in 
thy Son Jesus CHRIST, that our Faith 
in thy {ſight may never be reproved. 
Grant us ſo perfectly to know Him to be 
* the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and 
ſo thankfully to receive the ineſtimable 
« Benefit of the Light of his Goſpel, — of 
his Sacrifice for Sin, — and of his Ex- 
© ample of godly Life; that we may not 
only daily endeavour ourſelves to follow 
ea the blefſed ſteps of his moſt holy Life; 
na but may alſo, after his Example and Doc- 
ogg trine, ſo ſtedfaſtly walk in the Way that 
VE * leadeth to eternal Life, that we finally 
, fail not to attain his heavenly Promiſes. 


J e III. 
JC CEND alſo thy Holy Ghoſt, we pray 
j Thee, and in a particular manner 


x © (by his gracious Influence) pour into our 
ö © Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, 
> © the very bond of Peace, and of all Vir- 

* tues; without which whoſoever liveth is 
counted dead before Thee. — And, to- 
YN © gether with this excellent Gift, give us a 
* daily ixcreaſe of Faith and Hope. — And 
grant that having this Hope, we may 

N © purify 
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« purify alen even as Thou art pure: — 
* and that in all our ſufferings here u 
earth, for the teſtimony of thy Truth, we 


may ſtedfaſtly look up to Heaven, and by 


« Faith behold the Glory that ſhall be re- 
« vealed. — And do T hou fo ſtrengthen u 
by thy Grace, that by the Innocency of 
© our Lives, and Conſtancy of our Faith, 


even unto Death, we may glority thy hol 


5 Name. 
1 
( 7 Ouchſafe, we beſeech Thee, to di. 
« rect, ſanctify, and govern both 


our Hearts and Bodies in the ways of thy 


Laws, and in the works of thy Com- 
6 mandments; that through thy moſt me 
ty Protection, both this * 


Day, or c and ever, we may be 


Night. ſer ved in Body and Soul. 


V. 

6 W E pray Thee alſo to bleſs and pre- 

< ſerve, ſanctify and govern, thy 
whole Church ; and grant that every 
Member of the ſame, in his Vocation and 
Miniſtry, may truly and godly ſerve 
Thee. — Bleſs and direct all our Gover- 
nors in this Realm. May it pleaſe Ther 


© fo to diſpoſe and govern their Hearts, 


e that in all their Thoughts, Words, ard 
Works, they may ever ſeek thy Honour 


and Glory, and itudy to preſerve thy 
People 


N 


7 — 


C 


8 People committed to their Charge, In 


© Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs, — And 


to Us, and all other Inferiors, give thy 
© heavenly Grace; that we may faithfully 
« ſerve, honour, and humbly obey them, 
© in Thee, and for Thee, according to thy 

« blefſed Word and Ordinance. Blefs in 
© an eſpecial manner the Miniſters of thy 
holy Word and Sacraments ; — and par- 
« ticularly Him whom Thou haſt appointed 
© to watch over our Souls in this Pariſh, — 
« Inlighten both them and him with true 
© knowledge and underſtanding of thy Word; 
© that both by their Preaching and Living 
g 00 may ſet it forth, and ſhew it accord- 
ingly. And may thy Church, both here 

© and elſewhere, be alway ordered and guid- 
ed by faithful and true Paſtors: — May 
© it pleafe Thee alſo to give to Us, and all 
thy People, increaſe of Grace, to hear 
* meckly thy Word at their mouth, to re- 
© ceive it with pure affection, and to bring 


* forth the fruits of the Spirit.— Bleſs all our 


* Relations and Friends; — and forgive all 
* cur Enemies, as we deſire and hope to be 
* forgiven by Thee, on our true Repentance, 
* and ſubmiſſion to thy Goſpel. — Bleſs all 
our Nezzhb;urs : Grant that the knowledge 
and practice of true Religion may for ever 
* flouriſh and abound amongſt us. — Pe 
' merciful to all that are in 4fi;zjon : [eſpe- 
2 * cially 
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0 Loving kindneſs to us and to all men; — 
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© ciaily to thoſe for whom our Prayers an 
« deſired; ] Grant them patience and ſup. 


port under their ſufferings, and a happy 


© deliverance out of all their miſeries. 


Co | 
Inally, accept our humble and hearty 
* Thanks, for all thy Goodneſs and 


for creating us at firſt ; — for preſerving 
us ever ſince; — and for all the Bleſſing; 
of the preſent Life; — but above all for 
the greateſt and moſt valuable of thy Mer. 
cies, thy exceeding Love to our Souls, 
in ſending thy beloved Son into the world 
to ſave us; — to recover us from Sin; 
to deliver us from eternal Death; and to 
bring us to everlaſting Life; which He 


hath brought to light through his Goſpel, 


and hath promiſed to beſtow on all that 
ſincerely believe in Him, and faithfully 
obey Him. — In which number of true 


Believers, and obedient Servants-and Chil- 
dren, may we all have the Grace for ever 


to remain, that our Souls may be made 
happy in a future world. — And all this 
we beg, not for our-own ſakes, nor for 
our own merits, but for the ſake and Me- 
rits, and through the Mediation, of our 
ever bleſſed Saviour and moſt dear Re- 
deemer, IE sus CHRIST. In whoſe 


holy Words we conclude at this time - 


o imper fect 


| ( 209 ) 

« imperfect Addreſſes, and recommend our- 
« ſelves farther to thy Grace and Mercy, 
" þ ſaying; - 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 

Note, That in order to offer up this 
and all other Prayers acceptably, our Hearts 
ought to he ſincerely penitent 3 and we ſhould 
have a fincere defire to grow in Grace and 
Goodneſs; Which our Lives ſhould alſo 
fhew. For without @ good Heart and a good 
Lite, grounded on a ſincere Faith, our Prayers 
cannot be acceptable. (a). The Sacrifice of 
the Wicked is an abomination to the 
Loxp: but the Prayer of the Upright 
is his Delight. (4) Without Faith it is 
o © impoſlible to pleaſe Him. | 


: Another ſhorter PR A 2E R. 
LO RI be to Gop on high; and 
YJ on earth Peace; Good-will to- 
Wards Men! 
O Gop! we praiſe Thee for all thy 
6 \ ' Mercies ; — for thy Mercies to our Souls; 
— tor thy Mercies to our Bodies. — 
1 We beſeech Thee give us ſuch a due Senſe 
* of thy Mercies to both, that our Hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful; z and that 
' we may ſhew tor th thy Praiſe, not only 
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with our Lips, but in our Lives; by giv. 


ing up ourſelves to thy Service; and by 
walking before Thee in Holineſs and 


Righteouſneſs all our days. 

And we further beſcech Thee, O hea- 
venly Father, who art the Giver of all 
Goodneſs, to ſend thy Grace not only to 
Us, but to all People upon earth z — 
that we may all worſhip Thee, ſerve 
Thee, and: obey Thee, as we ought to 
do, according to thy Goſpel. 


© And we allo pray Thee, O Gop, that 


Thou wilt ſend us all things that Thou 
ſeeſt to be needful both for our Souls and 
Bodies; and eſpecially that Thou 
wilt be merciful unto us, in forgiving us 
our Sins. Cauſe us to repent of them 
truly, that we may be forgiven, through 
Faith in CHRIST JEsus: -—- And give 
us an Heart to forgive others, as we deſire 


and hope, for his ſake, to be forgiven by 


Thee, whom we have ſo much offended. 
< And ſince we have no power of our- 
ſel ves to help ourſelves, and that the frailty 
5 man without Thee cannot but fall, may 

it pleaſe Thee to be ever with us by thy 
Grice and good Providence, and thereby 
to ſave and defend us in all dangers, ghoſt- 
ly and bodily. — But above all we pray 
Thee, _ Thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to 


Keep us from all Sin and Cres 
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© and from our ghoſtly enemy the Devil, 

and from everlaſting Death, the wages of 
So.. 

Let thy mighty Hand and out-ſtretched 


Arm, O Lok p, be daily our Defence; 
— thy Mercy and Loving-kindneſs in 


* CHR1ST JESUS, be our Salvation; — 

Wy true and holy Word, our Inſtruction z 
— thy Grace and Holy Spirit, our Com- 

8 _ and Conſolation, unto the end, and 

in the en 

Lo p, bleſs us and fave us: Lok p, 


« make thy Face to ſhine upon us, and be 


merciful unto us: — Lob, turn thy 
« favourable Countenance towards us, and 
« ſend us ever thy Peace. 

[ © Prevent us, O Lorp, in all our do- 


* ings with thy moſt gracious Favour, — and 


further us with thy continual Help; 32 — 
© that in all our works begun, continued, 
© and ended in Thee, we may glority thy 


* holy Name; — and finally by thy Mercy 


obtain everlaſting Life, through IESUs 
* CHRIsT our Lord.] 1% ia eretria 

Hear us, O Gop, not according to our 
* imperfect Petitions, but according to the 


full meaning of that holy Form of pd 


* which thy beloved Son hath taught us: 
Our Father, which art in Heaven | —— 
Hallowed be thy Name — Thy Kingdom 


come. == Thy Mill be dong in Earth, as it 
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is in Heaven. — Give us, day by 
day, our daily Bread — Ang 
forgive as our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs against Us : — And lead us 
mot into Temptation; but deliver us from 
Evil. — For thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, ard the Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 

After this, or any other Prayers, may 
be added as follows; viz. ) 

The Grace of our Lord JESsus CHRIS, 
© — the Love of Gop the Father, — the 
© moſt comfortable Fellowſhip of he Holy 
« Ghoſt, — be with us all, bleſs us and 
© keep us this [ Day or Night] and lor ever- 


more. Amen. 
Note, When you uſe theſe or any other 


Prayers, either in your Family, or ſeverally 
in private, read them gextly and ae/iberate- 
ly Do not hurry them over: Pauſe a little 
at the end of every Petition ; conſider the 
Senſe of it; impreſs it upon your Mind, 
that your Heart may follow it, or rather go 
along with it, up to Heaven: — Then 

proceed with conſideration to the next; and 
ſo on. That you may do this the better, 
you ſee I have made ſeveral little Breaks (as 
thus —) in the midſt of the ſeveral Prayers 
have laid before you. Stop a little at each 
of thoſe Breaks; as well as Gilowheres as there 


may be occaſion, 0 
ow 


Luke xi. 3. 


On] - 

Now that your Children, or other younger 
Perſons in your ſeveral Families, may alfo 
have a proper Form of Prayer for Them to 
uſe by themſelves, I ſhall next exhibit ſuch 
a Form : Which they may daily uſe in re- 
tirement, And to this end, I muſt. deſire 
you firſt to ſee that every one of them, as 
they attain to ſufficient underſtanding, get 
this Prayer by heart. But then ſee that they 
learn to deliver it diflinetly and deliberately, 
without Hurry, Try them in this, and direct 
them in it. And endeavour alſo to impreſs 
the Senſe of it upon their Minds. And then 
lay a Charge upon them to uſe it devoutly 
every day. 


A PRAYER for a Child, or young 
Perſen. 
0 LORD my Gop, and heavenly 
Father, who art the Giver of all 
© Goodneſs; — I humbly pray Thee 
© give me thy Grace, that I may believe in 
© Thee, fear Thee, and love Thee, with 
© all my Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 
Strength; that I may worſhip Thee; 8 
give Thee Thanks; put my whole Truft 
in Thee; call upon Thee; honour thy 
holy Name and thy Word; and ſerve 
5 Thee truly all the days of my Life. 
© I pray Thee alſo, O Losp, to teach 


and diſpoſe me to perform my Duty to- 
+ wards 
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« wards my Netghbour ; even towards eve. 
* ry Perſon with whom I may have any 
concern in this world; —— that I may 
© love Him as Myſelf; and do to All Men 
as I would They fhould do unto Me. 
Give me Grace to love, honour, and ſuccour 
my Father and Morzher: *] 

to honour and obey 
my Sovereign; and all tha: 
are in Authority in this 
Realm: — To ſubmit 
| myſelf to all my Governors, 
Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors 
and Maſters ; ( efpe- 
« cially to be willing to be 
+ inſtructed by Him whom thy Providence 
« hath appointed to be the Guide of my 
Soul; Whom I pray Thee to bleſs and 
direct in his Miniſtry.) —— Give me 
Grace to order myſelf lowly and reve- 
© rently to all my Betters. —— Grant that 
© I may hurt no body by Word or Deed. 
© —— Grant that J may be true and juſt 
c 
6 


*I ether or 
both the Parents 
be dead, the 
word Kindred 
may be uſed in- 
flead of Father 
and Mother: 
Or elſe Father, 
or Mother, on. 
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in all my Dealings: —- That I may 
bear no Malice nor Hatred in my Heart: 
* — That I may keep my Hands from 
* Picking and Stealing; and my Tongue 
© from Evil-fpeaking, Lying, and Slan- 
gering. — Help me to keep my Body 
in Temperance, Soberneſs, and Chaſtity. 


Grant I may not covet nor cefir 
Other 


how 


8 x — A * — — — 


fer ming Dh } 


K a * 3 
22228. 


(a) 


« Other Mens Goods; but may learn and 


labour truly to get mine own: Living 
and to do my Duty in that State of Lite, 
« unto which it ſhall pleaſe thy wiſe and 
good Providence to call me. 
© But ſince 1 know and am ſenſible, that 
© I am not able to do theſe things of My- 


* ſelf, nor to walk in thy Commandments, 


« and to ſerve Thee as 1 ſhould do, with- 
* out Thy ſpecial Grace; Grant therefore, 
© O Gracious Gop, that I may learn at 
all times to call upon Thee tor the ſame 
by diligent Prayer. 

Laſtly, accept, O heavenly Father, of 
. My hearty Thanks for all thy Mercies 

— but above all, tor that it hath pleaſed 
Thee of thy Goodneſs to call me to this 
© ſtate of Salvation wherein I am, through 
Jesus CHRIST our Saviour. —— And 
* I pray Thee, give me thy Grace, that 
* I may continue in the ſame unto my Lites 
© End. — And this I truſt Thou wilt do 


© of thy Mercy and Goodneſs, through. 


© our Ld Jzsus CHRIST. 


* And now I call; upon Thee further in 


© his own Words, and through his Inter- 


« ceſſion with Thee for me and all his Ser- 


© yants: 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 
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Thus, praying daily to GoD, in your 
Families, and ſeparately ; and leading holy 
and good Lives in the Fear of Gop; and 
exhorting your Children and Servants to 
do the ſame; you may expect a Bleſſing 
from Him; his Favour here, and eternal 
Happineſs hereafter. 

Having thus faithfully thown my incli- 
nations to ſerve you, I may now well hope 
you will comply with the intent of my La- 
| bours, —— That Family amongſt you, 
which has no purpoſe to do fo, as ot being 
convinced by what I have ſaid, will, I 
hope, be ſo juſt as to give me notice; that 


we may reaſon further upon the matter, 


And if you are convinced (as I truſt you 
are, or will be) Then remember, that (a) 10 
him that kuoweth to do Good, and doth it 
not, to him it is Sin: And, ( that Ser- 
vant which . knew his Lord's Will, and did 
not according to his Will, fhall be beaten 
with many Stripes. But know alſo, that 
whatſoever Service is done, mull be done 
with a free and willing Mind, in order to 
render it acceptable to Gop. For it is a 
free Homage, a free will Offering, that 
He requires. Nothing can be Religion that 


— 
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(a) Jam. iv. 17. (6) Luke xii, 47 (See Numb. 
xv. 30. A. 
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is not voluntary. Nothing can be accept- 
able that is not free. (a) With Good Witt 
doing Service to the LORD: — As the 
Servants of CHRIST, doing the Will of 
GOD from the Heart. — Your Delight 
and Fervour will increaſe by conſtant Prac- 
tice; But by Diſuſe both dwindle and de- 
ay. — And thus Irreligion prevails in 
the World, 

To ſuch amongſt you as may heretofore 
have been ſo deficient in their Duty, as 
either to have neglected or omitted the good 
Chriſtian Practice of Praying in and with 


their Families, and may now therefore be 


at a loſs how to introduce or re-eſtabliſh it 
therein; J ſhall — readily afford any 
countenance, any aſſiſtance I can, by mak- 

ing the firſt ſtep towards it in any Family 

amongſt you that ſhall deſire this of me, or 
that ſhall but make to me any overtures to 
do ſo, or even permit it on any motion of 
mine. After which, the Principal of the 
Family may carry it on. — I can fee no 
reaſon why a Miniſter ſhould not be deſired 
to pray with and for his Pariſhioners in 
their Families, in time of Healib and Pro- 
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ſperity, as well as in that of Sickneſs and 
Diſtreſs. Thoſe that will not pray during 
the former, ſhall not be heard when the 
latter comes upon them. See Prov. i. 24, 
Se. Hoſe. vil. 14, 16. The leading Fa- 
mily of the Pariſh hath given you a good 
Example. Follow it. Be aſſured I am as 
free, and even deſirous, to ſerve your ſpi- 
ritual Intereſt as zheirs ; and that I ſhall be 
as ready, on any occaſion, to aſſiſt You 


in your Family Devotion (even the pooreſt 


and mceaneſt Family amongſt you, when 
you ſhew a real inclination to purſue that 
practice) as I am to do it in that Family 
which Providence hath placed above the 
reſt of you, And of this ſome of you 
have already had experience, when you 
ſbewed your Jaudabie diſpoſitions towards 


io good a practice, The more you ſhall 


*hew ſuch diſpoſitions hereafter, the more! 


ſhall love and reſpect you, and the better 


hopes I ſhal} entertain of your ſpiritual Im- 
provement and future Happineſs. _ 
Pleaſe to read this little Book that 1s put 
into your hands, carefully and deliberately, 
two or three times over, in your Families, 
toon after you have received it, And hav- 
ing done ſo, make it a rule to read_it over, 
in the ſame manner, at leaſt three or four 


times a year; which J preſume may ealily 


be 
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be done by moſt of you, and I hope by 
all: And that without the leaſt hurry ; 
which will but ſpoil your reading. And 
therefore I once again caution you againſt 
itz and with that view do defire you, 
every one of you, to examine yourſelves, 
from time to time, as to the improvement 
you have made in Knowled, Fe ane in Piety 
fince the laſt time you e add this Book. 
And ſuppoſe you ſhould alio note down (if 
you can) your obſervations to this purpoſe, 
tor your private ſatisfaction aboat your 
growth in Grace, and your corqueſt over 
any Sin? The following Note, which { 
lately met with (written above an hundred 
years ago in a large Book of religious In- 
ſtructions, conſiſting of near eight hundred 
pages) may deſerve your particular notice, 
and ſerve at leaſt to make you admire the 
Diligence, if not imitate the Piety, of the 
religious Countryman who wrote it, exprefſ- 
ing his Gratitudęe to Gop and Man for the 
Benefit he had reaped by it, in theſe words: 
thank the LoR D, and the Owner. [who 
* lent it} for this Book; that I read ouer, 
eight times at the leaſt, in halfe a yeare. 
And ſthe effect is, with the Bleſſing of 
* Gon, that] it hath diverted ſor withhe}d] 
me from many euills [or Sins] which els I 

* ſhould haue falne into, Gop giue me 
J 2 Grace, 
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Grace, that when this Booke is taken from ( 
me, 1 may remember it to my end.“ See 1“ 
the good effect of reading a good Rook 
often, wih Attention, and Piety, and a 5 
Deſire of being made better by it. 

Laſtly; ok upon this endeavour of 19 
mine as an inſtance of the greateſt Love that 7 
I could ſh:w you. Be perſuaded that 1 aim 
at your greateſt Good herein: And it your il — 
are ſo perlunded, fhew it, by following my 
Advice, Know that I point out to you the 
Way to the truv{t Pleaſure and Happineſs, © 
even 19 this Lite, by pointing out to you 1 
the Ways of Religion. For all (a) © her 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace.“ Follow thoſe Ways, 
and you will find (5) the End to be 
« Everjaſting Lite, 

And now I once more recommend you and 
yours to the Favour and Bleſſing of Gon, 
in the words of the Apoſtle; defiring you 
(my dear Charge) to do what in you lies, 
under the influence of his Grace, to become 
meet to b2 Partakers of that Bleſſing and 
Favour; vz. 


—— — T—-— — —— — 


(47 Prer iii.. £6} Rom vi as. 


(a) Not 


1: » 

(a) Now the GOD of Peace, that brought 
again from the Dead our Lord JESUS, that 
great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the Blood 


if the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfect 


in every good Work to do his Mill, working 
in you that which is well-pleafing in his fight, 
thraugh FESUS CHRIST; to whom be 
Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


1 


POSTSCRIPT; 
Containing a few Serious QUEsTIONS' 


put to thoſe who have readd his Book, 
or heard it readd. 


— —_ 


OU have now, as I may ſuppoſe, 
gone through this Book, But the 

bare reading, or hearing of it, will not an- 
ſwer the intent of its being written, or of my 
putting it into your hans. For my aim 
| thereby (as I have told you more than once) 
is to awaken you into a lively concern about 
your Salvation, and to put you upon an ear- 
neſt purſuit of that cone:rn, Suffer me 
tierefore, in true kingnels to your Souls, 
to put to you a Jew plain Quettions about 
this matter. | | 
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When you brit ſet about the reading 
of 25 Book, and whilſt you were reading 
it, did you engage in and purſue this deſign 
with a true defire of being benefited by it, 
and of benefiting your Family? And ac- 
cordingly, did you pray to Gop, both be- 
fore and afterwards, that you and they might 
he benefited thereby? And did you ule your 
beſt endeavours to this purpoſe, by reading 
with attention, and conſidering well what 
you readd, and impreſſing it upon your own 
mind, and thoſe of your hearers, by 200d 
dite e or otherwiſe? 

2. Do you find, and can you truly ſay, 
now after reading) that you and they have 
received ſuch benefit, or that you hope, 
upon good grounds, that you have 1o? 
What inſtances can you give of this? Do 
you find that you have a more ſerious ſenſe 
of Religion, and of the concerns of your 
Souls, than you had before? And do you 
think you underſtand Religion better, and 
are more earneſtly deſirous to ſecure your 
Salvation? Do you accordingly reſolve, 
through the Grace of Gop, to comply with 
the Admonitions given you, and to endea- 
Vour (by all good methods) that others may 
Comply with chem? 


3. More particularly; Hath the reading 


of this Book convinced you of any Sin you 
may 
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may be guilty of, together with the danger 
of it, and the neceſſity of forſaking it? Hath 
it convinced you in any inſtance of your 
neglect of Duty, particularly that of Family 
Inſtruction, and Family Prayer? Do you 
find yourſelves ſeriouſly concerned for your 
paſt neglect herein, or in any other inſtance, 
and fully reſol ved for the future (with the 
Aſſiſtance of Gop) to diſcharge your Duty? 
— If not, know that Sin lieth at the door; 


« you are yet in your Sins :? you have much 


to anſwer for; you are to account to Gop 
for having readd this Book, and not been 
wrought upon by it. The Watchman gave 
you Warning, but you took no Heed, There- 
fore © ye ſhall die in your Sins, * unleſs 
Amendment takes place. Think of this in 
time; and think ſeriouſly and frequently. 


Think well and oft of what concerns you moſt : 
For want of Thinking moſt Mens Souls are loſt. 


4. Laftly z If you find, by happy expe- 


rience, that you and yours have received 
Benefit by this Book; are you truly thank- 
ful to Gop for that Benefit? and do you 
perceive more than ever the kindnefs of your 
Miniſter towards your Souls, ſhewn in this 
© Labour of Love which he hath beſtowed 


upon you? In a juſt ſenſe of thankfulneſs for. 


which, do you ſeriouſly purpoſe (every one 
OE RE IT 3 
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of you) to pray for him daily, that this and 
all his future labours may be bleſſed for your 
good, and for the good of many; that by 
the means thereof, and thoſe of other good 
Miniſters, many Souls may be ſaved in the 
Day of the Lord Jxsus;?* according to 
the purport of the following Prayer, which 
he daily uſes in your behalf, and in that of 
others; and which he leaves with you, as a 
further inſtance of his Love, and of his ten. 
der Coiicern for your Salvation? 


Bleffed LORD, who ha# intruſted ine, 
one of ihe unworthieft of thy Servants, with 
the great Charge of guiding and ſecuring Mens 
Souls to eternal Life; I pray Thee 10 direlt 


uſed, or ſhall uſe,” to this be of purpoſes, 
Open mens eyes by my Miniſlry (and by that 
f all thy faithful Servants in the ſams hol) 
Office ) that they may ſee and perceive in time 
the things that belong to their everlaſting Peace. 
Turn the hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſ- 
dom of the jut. Turn them, O turn them, 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto GOD; that they may receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and inheritance among thei 
that are ſandtified by Faith that is in CHRIST 
JESUS. Bleſs and ſauctiſy in an eſpecial 
manner the Flock which thy Providence hath 
| committed 


and bleſs me daily in the endeavours I have 
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committed to my Care. Thou baſt put into my 
Heart to write theſe things for their Good. 
Thou therefore who didſt at fir# ſuggeft the 
Deſign, proceed alſo to beſtow the Bleſſing; and 
make theſe mean endeavours uſeful, to the pro- 
moting of Chriſtian Knowledge, Faith, and 
Obedience among them; and to the further- 
ing of their eternal Salvation. Good LORD, 
give this People an underſtanding Heart, that 
they may diſtern thy Will; and give them a 
pliable Heart, that they may obey it. If any 
of them be in error, reduce them into the right 


Way: And thoſe that are in the Way of 


Truth and Holineſs, confirm them in it daily, 
and multiply upon them thy Graces and Bleſſings. 
O let thy Bleſſing be upon every Soul among f 

them! GOD Almighty bleſs them, and be 
ever with them. Be preſent with them, by 
thy good Spirit, in all their ways, in all their 
rejigns » Diſpoſe them in each to aim at thy 


Glory, and the advancement of thy Kingdom; 
and cauſe them ever to love Thee, and their 


mot kind Redeemer. Bleſs the remainder of 


their days with peace and joy : and bleſs their 
poſterity after them with true Religion, cauſing 
it for ever to flouriſh and abound amoneſt them. 


road GOD, embrace them all with the Arms 


of thine infinite Compaſſion and Love : For 


Thou art the great and good Lover of Souls, 


which are of an ineſtimable value in thy ſight. 
a | | Save 


is 


— ———— ů T — — — or ne —— 
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(( 

Save thoſe Souls, O ſave them all, for th) 
Merc)'s ſake, and grant that not one of them 
may be loft, thiv through my neglect or theirs, 
but that I may Iahour with. ſuch fi deli 
among them, and they purſue the Paths if 
_ Life with 2 2 conſtancy, that they with me, 
and I with thein, may at laſt appear before 
Thee with joy and conſolation, in a well- 
grounded confidence of thy gracious acceptance 
of us, throu? »h the Mrcies of thy Goſpel : On 
which alone we build all our hopes, and for 
which may our Souls for ever bleſs Thee. — 
Hear and graut theſe my earneſt and dail | 
 Regueſts, inthe behalf of Myſelf and Bare, G5 
for the ſaxe of my Saviour and theirs, thy 1 
beloved Son FESUSCHR 15 7. Amen, ne 
Amen. Li 


, PT 
INDEDM 
Explaining ſome of the more difficult 
WoRDs in this Book, according to 
the Senſe in which they are here 


uſed. 


— Mpen you meet with any Mord which you 
do not ready underfland, you may turn to this Index, 
to ſee if you can find it, As for inſtance; Atone- 
ment: You will find it explained below under the 
Letter A, with a eg to the Mord Propitia- 
tian; 1 you may alſo turn to, as bearing much 
the ſans Meaning. 


N. B. The Words marked with an Aſteriſk * 
are more fully explained in another ſmall Treatiſe 
of the Author's, intended for the Preſs, bearing 
this Title; viz. The firſt Principles of the Oracles 
if Go D, or, The chief Points of the Chri ons 
Religion, explained, &C, 5 


A ice, Help, Ma- 
C⸗e⸗eſs, Admit- nagement, Govern- 
A tance, Ap- ment. 

proach. * Adoption, an Act 


Adapt, zo fit or ſuit. of Grace or Favour, 


Adminiſtration, G whereby Gop zakes 
us 
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1 tobe his Children, Aſſociate, join in com. * 
and Heirs of his hea- pany. 
 venly Kingdom, in Aſſociation, enterins 

CHRIsT Jesus, By into Fellowſhip or 

this Act He admits Partnerſhip. 0 

4s to partake of all * Atonement, Recon- 

the Bleſſings of the ciliation, or the © 

Chriſtian Covenant, making of Reconth- 0 

or the Goſpel. Rom. liation. The Mean: 


vili. 15, 17. See of making Reconii- 0 
Regeneration. liation, or of reſtor- 
* Advocate, one who ing to favour. See 0 
pleads the Cauſe of Propitiation, 
another, aud makes =_ . C 
ſuit in his behalf. F\Alculated, c 0 
CHRIST is our Ad- ( 4 trived. * 
Vvocate with the Fa- Candor, Fairne/s a0 
ther. 1 John iii. 1. See Good. nature in judg- 
Interceſſion. ing. 1 Cor. xiii. 3, 6,7 
Agent, Doer, Worker, Catholick, general, 
| Manager. univerſal; what is 
1 Animate, quicken, en- common to all of ile 
| liven. fame kind + As tit 
| Applicable, what may Church, being mad 
* be applied. up of all Believers in 0 


| Apology, Excuſc. CHRIST, ig thert- 
| Apprehenſive, ready o fore called catho- 

think, apt to ſuſpect. lick. See Univerſal. 
Aſcribe, impuitc, place Cenſure, fault-findis, 

to one's account. harſh judging. | Mat. 
Aſſiduity, continual Di- vil, 1. Rom. Il. 1, 
ligence. | * Com- 
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"Communion, Fe/ow- 
ſhip, Union or Agree- 
ment; joining and 
partaking together. 

Comparatively, in 
compariſon. 


Competent, ſaſſicient. 


Computing (or Com- 


putation) Reckoning 


Concurrence, joining 
or acting together. 


Confederacy, League, 


Engagement. 


Conform,complywith, 


re/emble, 
Conſonant, agreeable. 
* Converſion, a tho- 

rough Change ; as 


for inſtance, from 


 HleatheniſmtoChri- 
ſtianity, from a bad 

| Life toa good. The 
Perſon ſo changed is 
called a Convert. 
See Regeneration, 

Cordially, heartily. 


* Church, zhe whole 


Body of Believers or 


_ Chriſtian People u- 


nited together under 
CHrisTtheir Head, 
and wor ſhipping the 


one true Go p, thro? 
Him, according to 
the Ordinances of 


his Goſpel. 
Cultivate, exerciſe, 
improve. 
Ecline, avoid, re- 
fuſe \: 
Defame, | ſlander, di. 
credit. 


Deficient, wanting, 


coming ſhort, 
Degenerate (or dege- 
nerated) grown bad 
or corrupt. _ 
Deliberately,with due 
leiſure aud conſide- 
ration. 
Demerits, Deſervings. 


Denominate, give one 


the Name or Title of. 
Denomination, Name, 
Profeſſion, or Dif- 
tinttion. © 
Denunciation, Decla- 
ration, Threatning. 


Devolve, cas upon, 


| paſs from one to 


another. 
Devote, give, beflow 


Devo- 


4 


1 
5 8 

4 

i * 
\ 
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Devotioniſt, one who 
performs outward 
Acts of Devotion in 
common courſe and 
form, and without 
a juſt ſenſe of Pie- 


ty, See Formal, 


*Diſciples, Scholars, 


Learners, Followers 


Diſguſt, diſpleaſe, give 
Diſtaſte or Diſlike. 
Divine, holy, beavenly, 


or belonging toGop. 


Divine (a Divine) a 


Man of Gop,aMi- 


niſter in holy things. 
Donor, Giver, Be- 
th 3 
E 


Difying (or E- 


dification) In- 


ſtruction and Im- 


provement in Neli- 
gion; a kind of 
building up in Fauh 
and Practice. 
Ejaculation, 2 Hort, 


ſudden, and fervent 


Expreſſion of Piety, 

attered upon a 

preſent occaſion, 
*Elect cho/enorchoice; 


commeinly applie. ] to 
_ the Church, or hal 
 Paijle of Gop. 
Enormous, ex/rava- 
gait, irregular, hei- 
nous. 
Eſſence, the Being er 
Conſtilution of a 
thing z its true Na- 
ture and Subſtance. 
Excite, fir a. 
Exemplify, /et forth 
by Example. 
Exempted, freed from 
a Charge or Obliga- 
tion. | 
Extenſive, la- ge, reach. 
ing a great way. 
Extracted, drawn but, 
gathered or copied. 
F 


Aith in CHRIST, 
a full and ſincere 


Belief in Him as ihe 
Sono GOD,and da- 
Diour of the World. 
(John xi, 27, Acts 
viii. 37. John iv. 42. 
1 John iv. 14, 15.) A 
thaukful embracing 
of his Goſpel, as ihe 
Mfage of Salva- 
tion; 


( 


tion A full Depen- 
dende nn Him, as 
the i Hor of Salva- 
tion; and upon bis 
Goſpel, as the only 


way to Salvation; 


and conſequently a 
thorough ſubmiſſion 
to both, ſ as to 


obey them, in Heart 
and Life. Luke ii. 


10,11. Acts viii. 5, 
8,12. John vi. 68, 


69. Marki.16. Acts 


XX. 24. Eph. i. 13. 
1 Pet. ii. 7. & iii. 17. 


Rom. x. 16. Heb. v. 


9. See Goſpel. See 
Juſtified. 

Fatal, deadly, or what 
brings Death and 
Deſftru&ionwith it. 


F idelity, PaithFalneſs. 
Flagrant, open, noto- 


riqus. 


Formal (Formality) 


when a thing is done 


after a ſet manner, 
outwardly, by way 
of cuſtom or ceremo- 
ny only. 

F rivolous,trifling, filly 


Function egen 
ng. 
Rice ,anyſpirt- 
7 tual Favouror 
875 of Gop, be- 
per upon us free- 
ly, aud 2vithout our 
deſerving. General- 
ly underſtood of the 
inward Operation, 
Direction, and Aſ- 
7 ijtance of his Hloly 
Spirit; which alone 
diſpoſes and enables 


115 to all good, aud 


without hie, we 
cannot but full. 


Sradually, by degrees. 


Grand p great queighty. 


G ratitude, Thankſur 


nef's. 

Gratuitouſly, fey, 
or by free Gift. 

Genuine rue ut 1 'al 

Ghoſtly, /piritual. 

* Goſpel, glad Tidings 
/ Salvation to lost 
Sinners, by JESUS 

CHRIST. The free 


Him 


believing 
X 2 


Offer J Mercy in 
0 


. tt * 
4% © c 
W 2 © 22 4 
3 
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and returning Peni- 
tenis. See Faith in 
CHRIST. 
14 
IJAbitually, a- 
I (it or cuſtom. 


Corierd, 
4 * Holineſs, Purity of 
1 Mind and Manners; 
2 godlike Diſpoſition, 
[ ' attended with a Chri- 
| ſtian Practice. 
1 | 
Lliterate, anletter- 
ed, unlearned. 
Imbibe, ſack in, receive 
| Immenſe, 
| large, unmeaſurable. 
| Immortal, unchange- 
able, that never dies. 
Immortality, eter- 
nal Life. 
Impeciment , 
arance. 


Hin- 


Unnodlineſs, 
Implore, beg earneſtly 
and humbly, 

Importance, great 


4 


0 Impracticable, awhat 
cannet he done. 
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Harmony, Agreement, 


exceeding : 


Impiety, Wickedneſs, 


#4 "eight or Concern.” 


EY 


Impreſſion, a Print or 
Stamp; a thorough 
Effect upon the Mind, 
Impute, place to one 
account. 
Inconſiſtent, contrary 
or diſagreeable to. 
Inculcate, repeat often, 
teachbylittleand title, 
Incumbent, what lies 
upon, or belongs t a 
Perſon as his Duty, 


. Indiſpenſable, - what 


ought not to be fer- 
.borne ; what ought 
to be done. 


Indolence, Negligence, 


Careteſ5neſs. 
Induce, incline, move, 
perſuade, 
Influence,Powerwith, 
over, or upon a Perſon 
or Thing; cauſing or 
Helping us toact orobey 
Initiate, enter, zniro- 


duce, or fix the begin- 


ning of a thing. 


Inſtrumental, helpful, 
ſerviceable,asa means 

Intercede, act or make 
requeſt in another's 
behalf. 


Inter- 
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* Interceſſion, a ſtep- 
ping in between Par- 
ties, and making re- 
queſt for one that hath 
offended. CHRIST is 
our Intercelſor with 
Gop, preſenting 


Himſelf before Him in 
our ſtead, and mating 


requeft in our behalf. 
Ro.v111.34. See Me- 
diation, Advocate. 
Introduce, lead or 
bring in, 
Invocation, Prayer, a 
calling upon GoD.. 
Involuntary, what ts 


withoutoragainſtone's 


Will or Inclination. 

Juſtified, acguitted, 
abſolved fromibhe den- 
tence of Condemna- 
tion; diſcharged from 
all the Guilt of Hin, 
ad from all the Pu. 
niſhment due to is; 
accounted as © righ- 
teous, reconciled to 
Gop, reftorer to Fa- 
vour with Him, ad- 
mitted to a fhare in 
all the Promiſes of the 
Go/pel. Mat. xii. 37. 


Rom. viii, 33,34. * 
v. 8 12. We are ju - 


ſiſied by Faith. Ro. v. 


1. (See Faith.) We are 


75 fied by orks, pro- 


ceeding from a ſincere 

Faith. Jam. ii. 20, 21, 

22,24. See Works, 
K 


Ingdom of Goy 
(orof CHRIST) 


theChriſtianReligion, 
theGoſpelState,relat- 


ing to this world and 
a future;thefull Pow- 
er and Efficacy of tho 


Chriſtian Religion, fit: 


ting men for [Teavens 
and bringing them to 
the enjoyment of it : 


Alſo Heaven itſelf. 
8 


Audable, praiſe 
_4 worthy. 


Layman, one that fol- 


lows worldly Buſi- 
neſs, that is not in 


holy Orders. 


Liberal, ſree, gener ous, 
good natur d,becomin; 
L.ieu (in lieu) inſead. 
_ LEicurgy, the Book of 


Common Prayer. 


X 3 
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Malady, 4% 


per, Diſeaſe. 

* Na of Grace, he 
Ordinances and Ap- 
pointments of Gon, 

For our groꝛoth in Re- 
ligion; to whith He 
hath promiſed his 
Bleſſing, on ourdue uſe 
of them ; ſuch as aſ- 
ſemöbling ourſelves for 

histVorſhip, reading, 
hearing, praying, re- 
ceiving the holy Com- 

munion, &c. Heb. x. 
25.3 Pet. iii. 18. Mat. 
xxviii. 20. 

* Mediation, acting 
and interceding be- 
tween Parties; as 
CHRISTA between 
Gopand Man, and is 


therefore called our 


Mediator. 1 Tim. 
11.5. See Interceſſion. 
* Merits, De/ervings, 
Worthineſs ; a word 
| perde e r 
Cn &risT hath done 
and /uſfcred, and ſtill 
doth for us; on the 
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M“, Diſtem- 


ſcore of which alon 
we are accepted wit. 
GoD, and not for any 
merits or worthine(, 
of our own. - 
Methods, Ways and 
Means. 
Minutely, particular) 
Miſcreants, wicked 
wretches, 
Miſpence , ſpending 
amiſs. 
Modern, new, or be- 
longing to theſe time,. 
Moment, weight, con- 
cern, conſequence. 
Mutual, for one an- 
other, or relating io ] 
each other. 
au 
EWoreature {or 
new man) a re- 
newed ſtate of mind 
aud actions „according 
tothe ſpirit and prin- 
 Ciples of the Goſpel, 
See Regeneration, 
Nurture, zuſtruction, 


| Cans ee up. 


O e eaſy 


to be feen or un. 


derſtood, Occa- 


ef 


e 
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Occaſional, what befits 

the preſent occaſion ; 
avhat the time or op- 
| portunity requires. 


Occur, happen, fall in 


one's way. 


* Ordinances, Inſtitu 


tions or Appointments. 


of Gop. See Means 
of Grace. | 
Overture, an Oer, 
propoſal, 8 


Eculiarly, more e- 


ppecially, properly. 
Pernicious, Hurtful, 
miſchie vous. 8 
Perſonal, what relates 


to one's perſon or 


preſence. 


Plan, a defign, or the 
intended manner of 


doing a thing, 
Precipice, a Reep place. 


Prejudice, an injury or 


damage; alſo an unfair 


way of judging, either 


for or againſt a perſon 
or thing, without duly 
weighing circumſtances 

Prevent, go before, pre- 
pare; alſo-binder. 


— — eta hoon 


Primitive, ancient, or 
belonging to the fir ſt 
ages. 0 

Principles, points of be- 
lief or perſuaſion; the 

firſt grounds of things. 

Progreſs, a proceeding 

or going forward. 


Promote, carry for- 


ward, improve, 


Prone, bent or inclined 


towards a thing. 


* Propitiation, Atone- 


ment, Reconciliation, 
or the Means of mak- 
ing Reconciliation z, a 
Sacrifice for Sin, or a 
Sin- offering; that on 


the ſcoreof whithGor 


receives us into favour, 


and forgives us ourò ins. 


CHRIST 7s the Propi- 


 tiation for our Sins, 
and for thoſe of the 


whole world. 1 John 
ii. 2, 12. See Atone- 
ment. ELF 

Propoſal, an offer made 


on ſome conditions. 


Propoſe, purpoſe, de- 
gn, offer. 

Purloining, 7hieving, 
pilſering. Quoted, 


—̃̃ —— 


Y K — ISIIIEY — = — ns I” ** LAG 
\ o 0 — — — CET — —— — — — — PP ————— MT 


Nack with force. 
| Recoliection, ſecond 


conſideration, calling 


% mind anew. 
* Redeemer, one that 


' ſaves, or delivers from 


ſome imminent danger 
one that purchaſes caf- 


lives, and ſets them 


at liberty. We were 


in danger, by reaſon 


of the wrath or pu- 
niſhment aue to our 


Sins; we were cap- 


tives, held in bondage 
by Sin aud Satan. 


 CaurIsT reſcued us 
from our danger; He 


ſet us at liberty from 
our captivity. There- 
fore He is ſtyled our 
Redeemer, 
Work of delivering us is 
called * Redemption. 
Luke i. 68,77, 78. & 
iv. 18. . 

Refer, leave, ſubmit, 
Point to. 


and the 
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A oted, cited, or 
brought for proof. 


D Ecoil,/allorreiury 


Reference, regard, re- 
tatthp ... 
Reflect, hin or con- 
ſider ſer iouſiy. Alſo tt 
Jpeak ill or diſreſpet- 
fully of any one. 
Regenerate,born again, 
or brought over into a 
new ſtate by the Goſpel 
Regeneration, a being 
born again, in a ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe, © A death 
© unto Sin, and a news 
* birth unto Righteouſ- 
nei, by the ſpirit 
and doftrine of the 
Goſpel Converſion. A 
tranſlation from the 
fiate of nature into a 
ſtate of Grace and 


Holineſs. Our firſt en- 


trance into the Chri- 
tian State, ſo as to be 
made the Childrea of 
GOD. Alſo our being 
begotten again to 160 
lively hope of a te 
Life, or Reſurrection 

from the dead. Set 
Adoption, 8 
Regulated, ruled, t- 
dered. 
Rem ii 


* 
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*Remiſſion;forgivene/s 


* Repentance, a to- 


| rough conviction of 


mind relating to our 
guilt and danger, wort 


ing in us (through the 
Grace of GOD) 4 
hearty ſorrow for ſin, 
a thorough change of 


mind, and a thorough 
amendment of life. See 


Converſion. 
Reſolution of any doubt 


clearing of it up. _ 
ReſpeCtive ,, ſeveral, 


appertaining to each 


or either. 


Reſult, i ſue, or cloſe 


of the account. 
Retain, keep, remember. 
Revive, bring to 300 


Lain. 
8. 
8 Holy. 


* Saints, holy Per- 
5 , Chriſtians. Rom. 


. 
*Sandtified, made holy, 
by ihe Spirit and _— ord 


of GOD. 
2 a doubt or r dif- 


Sentiment, opinion or 
Judgment. 


Society, company, ſel- 


lowſhip. 


Sole, only, or one per- 


ſon or thing. 


_ Soliciting, urging, pref- 


ſing, earneſtly deſiring. 


Solicitous, very careful, 


earneſt, or deſirous. 


Solid, ſtrong and well- 


grounded. 


Solution. See Reſolu- 
or difficulty, is the 


tion. 
Specify, point out, ſet 


forth. 


Specimen, a pattern or 
Jample, a thing to learn | 


or judge by. 
Subordination, 9 


the rule aud direction 


of a ſuperior, 


Subſiſting, Sanding or 


being. 


Suggeſt, hint at, put- 


into one's mind. 


Suggeſtions, . infinua- | 
lions, excuſes... 


Supplicate, beg, intreat. 


Suppreſs, "keep under, 


. reſtrain. . 


; Syſtem, the 500 of a 


ſciente, 
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_ ſcience, a 300k explain- Variation, change. 


ng its principles. 


Endency „ aim, 


drift. 


Tenets, pes ſuaſious, 


| 0Pii11045. 

Tenor, drift, defi n, 
PUYPOrt. 

Temporal, helonging to 
this world, to things 
that endure but for a 


WP ime. 


Total, whole, or whole + 
amount. 
Totally, wholly, olts- 


_ gether. 
* Transformed, caſt in- 
0 a different form or 
hape; N into a 


kind of. new nature. 
Thus we are ſaid tobe 
transformed into the 
image or likeneſs of 


God, by the renewing 
of our minds; by being > 


renewed in Holineſs. 
Rom. X11. 2. Col. ili. 
10. 2 

| V 

F Ary alter choad 
Variable, change- 
al. 


Body 


Voluntary, proceeding 
from a willing mind; 
freely, without con. 


ſtràint. 
U 


I Ltimately, I: of 
all. 


Uniformly, evenly, re. 


guldrly. 
* Univerfal, general, 
belonging to the whole, 


or to all; what rakes 
In, or extends to, every 
particular. Thus the 
univerſal or catholick 
Church of CHRIST 5 
the whole Church of 
CHRIST, the whole 
of Chriſtians 
throughout the world. 
SeeCatholick,Church 
Unlettered, urlearnd. 
Unregenerate „ wunre- 


newed by the Goſpel, 
3 


Orks: The 
Works of the 
Law (as diftinguiſhed 

from thoſe of the Go- 
ſpel) are not ſufficient 


10 juſtify as. Rom. ii. 
20. 


I 
Ke 


„„ 
20. Acts xiii. 39. t Rom. 11. 6, 13. Mat. 


GO. good Works, Xvi. 27. & xxv. 31, 


or theſe awhich proceed &. 2 Cor. v. 10. 
from Faith 14 He 80 Rev li. 23. 66 %W% 
ſpel, are abſolutelyne 12. by XX. T3. Jakks 


ceſſarq towards our ti- ii. 21, &c. & u-. 


nal Juſtificacion, Epi, ſtiſied, Faith, Co- 
i, 10. Heb. it. 74.7 - ipe.” 


If you meet with ai.y other Words chat you 
do not underſtand at firſt ſight, try to find out 


their meaning by the ſenſe and drift of the paſ- 
ſage wherein they ſtand; or elſe conſult other 


lelf, 


As for the common Maris of Abbreviation, 


Note, or mark well. 


ML, \ to wit, or namely. 
1. e. 1. that is. 

ch. or chap. 2 N Cnapter. 

v. Or der. 0 Verſe. 

vol, {7 7 Volume, or Book. 
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perſons that may be more knowing than your- 
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In Readineſs for the PRESS, 
A Small Book of about three or four ſheets: (calculated 
I carry on the deſign of this) intitled, The fit Pr ini. 
pies of the Oracles of Gap; or, The chief Points of the Chriflin 
Religion, explained after an eaſy manner, and in an alphabetic 
Fraer, according to the analogy of Scripture, and the doctrinti of 
the Church of England. Defigned for the infirufion of commn 
people, and particularly adapted to prevent or-redtify errors in 
matters of Religion. - | 
Inn this Book is attempted to be explained, amongſt other 
things, whatever doth principally appertain to the following 
heads, or topicks of inſtruction (paſſing over what is leſs ne- 
ceſſary) viz. Adam, Adoption, Angels, Anointed, Apoſtles, Aſcer 
fron, Atonement, Baptiſm, Blaſphemy, Called, Catholick, Charity, 
Ceremonies, Children of God, Church, Cbriſt, Cbriſtians, Commu 
nion, Confeſſion, Con verſion, Corruption [of humannatureJCove 
nant, Crged, Croſs, Crucified, Deſcent [ot Chriſi] into Hell, Devil, 
Diſpenſation, Diviſion(orSchiſm) Edification, Elders, Elect, Eter- 
nal Life, Faith, Fear of God, Fleſh, Forgiveneſs of Sins, Free-auil, 
Fruits of the Spirit, Gentile;(orGreeks)Gloryof God, G oD,Gejjt, 
Grace, Heawen, Hell, Hereſy, High-prieft, Holineſs, Holy Ghef, 
Humility, Feſus, Fews, Image of God, Immortality, Inſdiration, 
Interceſſion, F udgment [of the laſt day] F uſtification, &c. &c. 
(See the foregoing Index.) | ; 
Theſe words, or terms and phraſes, commonly uſed in Di- 
vinity, exhibit only a ſpecimen, according to the order of the 
alphabet. From whence it may be eaſy to conjecture what are 
the reſt that follow. Note, that beſides the neceſſary Principles 
of Chriſtiana Knowledge, which are purpoſed to be ſet in Ca- 
pitals, moſt of the names of Ofice, and Conditions of Men or- 
dinarily occurring in Scripture, ſuch as Scribes, Phari/ces, &c. 
have here a ſhort account given of them: As alſo, the more 
important religious Phra/es, eſpecially thoſe that are uſed in 
the New Teſtament (ſuch as, Mortify your members which art 
on the earth, Put on Chriſt, Put on the new Man, &c. ) are herein 
endeavoured to be explained, after the moſt unexceptionable 
and uſeful manner; waving diſputes, and the occaſion of them. 
If, from this ſhort intimation, any Readers of this Book 
can venture to form any judgment of the Author's Delign, 
and to believe he ſhall be able to do them or others ſervice, 
he ſhall be glad to have it in his power, as ſoon as may be 
conveniently, to oblige them with what is here propoſed. 


g. CC Fas 2 e 


tet A. A 


4 | 
Tears 1 2 


44 


(> 44 5 4 . E727 NEE 
. 

C= 7, 7 9 4 . 

> 7 


„ 


» Ca 


we Wa 22 R 
* + „„ N 


7 = = 
: | | i * - q 4 
: \ 1 A 2 
6 5 ; * +» 


rr 


p - 
Te Rs 
5 N r 
+ i * * * 
; by * > — 2 > 
3  . 
_—_ 3 © 


* 


